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Assad, Arafat hold meeting 

Iru CAIRO (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez *1 As*ad and Paksii- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat met here laic Friday for the firvi ihnc 
sin».4993 in the presence of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
”1 h“' a meeting with President Assad and Yasser Arafat “• Mr 
Mnbank Mid at the end of ihc talks which lasted for more than 
hair. Mr. Assad and Mr. Mubarak had separate talks before 
Atolat joined them at the five-star Mcridicn Heliopolis Hotel 
re Arab leaders attending the first Arab summit for six years 
st aying , the officials said. The meeting puts an end to a break in 
bn^een the two leaders which came about after Mr. Assad 
A 131-31 R>r signing a separate peace accord 
m 1993. Mr. Assad Ian received Mr. Arafat in bis 
samrneriratM in Lanakia. northern Syria, before the Palestinian 
leader «r off for Washington for the historic Sept. 13. 1993 
l stgwngof the peace accord with Israel at the White House. Mr. 
1 ArafetTuK* sought Mr. Assad's backing for the agreement which 
granted tnc Palestinians limited autonomy but the veteran Svrian 
leader shrugged him off saying it was strictly a Palestinian affair 
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U JSz Decision on Ghaii is irrevocable 

VV A^HINCjION ( R) — - The L.b dwiiMiin l«i nppm.- Boutrin 
GhjIT' rvappmnimvm us L N wwi-in tti.-iwrul is irts'Vitc.ihk 1 . 
the State Department said on FriiLn. "1 hope Boutrin Ghuli 
wuttid vc our deoMtm is HrevihMbk.. our minds Mill run he 
dunged." spokesman Nicholas burns told report vti The Clini.m 
administration, seitme uif a [tutor dash user who will lead the 
United Nations into the 2 Nt eenturs. .mnountvd Diursiiji that it 
would nut support Dr Cihah's rccleviinn to a ses-imd live-war 
term in December and .said it would use its Secuntt Cuunvii wti> il 
Aceosary. But Dr. Ghaii told reporters m Bonn I still hope that 
the United States will chance it» positiun We still h.iw m\ months 
until the elections." Dr Ghaii. 71 . announced late UednenLiV he 
wiHild seek a second five-) ear term alter turning down a l. : S 
compromise lor a one-war extension while the United States and 
other l‘.N. members sought j» replacement The United Nations 
faces its toughest crisis in sears, with debts mi Hinting Jails due 
muinh to the SI . 5 billion that the United Slates owes it 
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summit 


’*■ b t 

'■‘"ven ly, 


opens in Cairo today 

First meeting of Arab leaders in six years seen unlikely to 
widen Arab-Israeli rift or deepen inter- Arab differences 

Syria seems opting for reconciliatory stand in response to charges 

King holds talks with Bahraini 

emir, Arafat and other leaders 


Special from Cairo 


gale 

Nt.niulb m. vu.hj^THE FIRST Arab Summit 
en items hk^ „ h ^ meeting in six years opens 

rcsses «. r uttrden iC here today amid optimism 
Bui | Mi«n„ ., that. contrary to initial ex- 

m I.,.' fwtnMluim sin/) fi»nr>. it h<!II 


hi inirinxic i;i|i J c ‘£' P* 01 ^* 005 f™* fears '- il W «H 

nnur ^ ' " ! k ' rv 'L'-'U Israeli rift following the elec- 
naiuvss j iv> 

lave been ^ 


,J Uc ^.neither- widen the Arub- 
, te elec- 

iipjVL- lion of a right-wing govern- 
ed! ^ mem in Israel nor deepen 
onies wiib a N IStfhir existing differences among 


tot haw 
aided n K . 
ield in Hath 
Jltlcton 


hcj.JKnrf Arah 513105 OVer The 51051 ° f 
, ^ political and regional issues 

Jlc *4 facing them. ~ 
i, n Julj While the foreign minis- 
^ nnuse il^h ters* meeting that Was held 
iveiuU been \>esterday did not solve all 


iniKuncd Imiut 
inknuwn sum. 


K \-esterday 

^ problems standing in the way 
of reconciliation and forging 
a utyffed vision for -the" fu- 

Qtrau ture. to be adopted bv their 

y 9 ngutS. Readers today and tomorrow. 

grabs, kisses 


it has become increasinglv 
apparent that the conferees 
will reach a common ground 
on which positive rela- 
tionships can be renewed. 

This common ground will 
be translated in a communi- 
que and resolutions that the 
summit will announce on 
Sunday. Up until last night, 
however, the final shape of 
the resolutions was somehow- 
unclear. 

For instance, while the 
foreign ministers appeared 
broadly in agreement over 
the need to press ahead with 
the peace process with (he 
Israelis, there remained dif- 
ferences over the question of 
contingency "normalisation" 
with the Jewish state before 
the new Israeli prime minis- 


ter renewed his gin eminent* 
commitments to respect 
terms of U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 242 and the 
199 i Madrid conference. 

But the polarisation over 
this particular issue was no l 
so strong as to hamper agree- 
ment over a common lan- 
guage to address it. according 
to Jordanian officials. "The 
fact that ail Arab countries 
insisted on the land-for-peace 
formula which is ingrained in 
242 and Madrid, including 
the Golan Heights and the 
occupied Palestinian territor- 
ies. means that there are no 
differences over the principle 
here." Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher told jour- 
nalists yesterday. "This, cou- 
pled with the faci that the 


Arabs will oppose the crea- 
tion of new or the expansion 
of existing Jewish settle- 
ments. and will sa\ so in ihc 
communique, means also 
that there is less and less to 
disagree about amongst 
ourselves regarding the ques- 
tion of continuing the peace 
effort.” he said. "As to the 
Palestinians and the legiti- 
mate representativeness of 
the PLO. again there are no 
differences there, counting in 
the Americans." 

"The majority in the Arab 
World hacks the Jordanian 
position that the new Israeli 
government has to he judged 
on what it does rather than 

on what its head and mcm- 
# 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kabaritiilran should be 



• T3AIRO (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabaritt on Friday said rhe 
Arab summit opening here 
Saturday should denounce 
Iran for allegedly supporting 
terrorism. 

“We would like to have 
Iran listed as a country which 
supports terrorism and is 
trying to undermine stability 
and as a force that doesn't see 
eye to eye when it comes to 

.,„i iK ,^ acemakin e-'' Mr - Kabari,i 

an w .is I null) : 
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said on the eve of the sum- 
mit. 

"It has to be mentioned 
and noted this way," he said 
in reference to the final dec- 
laration which Arab leaders 
were expected to adopt at the 
end of the two-day summit on 
Sunday. 

Asked about a wave of 
concern among Arab coun- 
tries that a military accord 
signed between Turkey and 
Israel could harm regional 


balance, be said: "We think 
Turkey should be kept as a 
very close friend and ally of 
the Arabs. 

"We shouldn't antagonise 
Turkey for no reason." Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

On Thursday Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq Al Shar- 
aa said the summit should 
examine the massing of Tur- 
kish troops on the border 
wiih his country, accusing 
Ankara of pre-meditated 


provocations. 

"Any agreement signed by 
Turkey with a country that 
occupies, part of Syrian terri- 
tory .... could only increase 
tension." Mr. Sharau said. 

Mr. Kabariti. who 
attended a foreign ministers’ 
meeting on Friday to prepare 
the agenda and finalise a 
draft "declaration, said a 
"conciliatory tone” emerged 

(Continued on page 7) 


B\ i Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein, who 
arrived in Cairo Friday evening, 
held a series of meetings with Arab 
leaden shortly after his arrival on 
issues related to the Arab summit 
opening in the Egyptian capital on 
Saturday. Jordanian officials said. 

They said the King's talks also 
touched upon bilateral relations 
and other issues of common con- 
cern. 

The King met with Bahraini 
Emir Sheikh Isa Ben Salmon Al 
Khalifa. Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the summit host. Alge- 
rian President Liam me Zeroual 
and Qatari Deputy Prime Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
rea. said the King and Sbrikh Isa 
reviewed bilateral relations arid 
Arab , issues as well as the agenda 
for the summit. 

Sheikh Isa extended an invitation 
to the King to visit Bahrain and 
expressed his gratitude and appre- 
ciation for the King and the Jorda- 
nian people and government for 
their support for Bahrain against 
conspiracies. Petra said. 

King Hussein said in an interview 
with Bahraini television: “1 hope 
the summit will come to a success in 
fulfilling our people's aspirations 
for a beuer life." 

The King added that frankness 


was the only means to reach in- 
tegrity. 

Prime Minister Abdul Kannt 
Kabariti. who arrived in Cairo on 
Thursday, and Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasaw-neh attended the au- 
dience while it was attended on the 
Bahraini side by (he prime minister 
and minister of foreign affairs. 

King Hussein's talks with Presi- 
dent Arafat dealt with the agenda 
for the Arab summit. The King 
briefed Mr. Arafat on his latest 
visit to the United States. 

The King reiterated Jordan's 
support for rite Palestinians right to 
establish their own state on their 
national soil. 

Attending the meeting were Mr. 
Kabariti and Dr. Khasawneh while 
it was attended on the Palestinian 
side by Mahmoud Abbas. Yasser 
Abed Rabbo and Nabil Shaath. 

The- King is accompanied to the 
su mmit by Mr. Kabariti- Spcaktt . 
of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ah#od Lawzi. Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament Sad 
Havel Srour. Dr. Khasawneh. the 
King's Military Secretary His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad will serve as Regent 
during the King's absence. 

It was also expected that the 
King would hold talks with other 
Arab leaders, including Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein is received upon his 
arrival in Cairo on Friday by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak (Reuters photo) 


Draft resolution says peace a strategic option, 
urges Israel to respect land-for-peace principle 
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CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab 
leaders believe peace with 
Israel is a strategic option and 
will renew calls for a land-for- 
peace settlement, according 
to the guidelines for a final 
resolution released Friday 
before their historic summit. 

The guidelines were laid 
down Friday by the foreign 
ministers of 21 Arab states 
ahead of the first Arab sum- 
mit in six years which opens. 
Saturday in Cairo. 

The summit will try to push 
new Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu into 
softening his hardline posi- 
tions on peace, as well as find 
a way ro unite Arab ranks 
and deal with longstanding 


regional disputes and ten- 
sions. 

The ministers approved an 
official agenda for the sum- 
mit but asked a committee of 
officials from 21 states to 
draft the final statement. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told a press con- 
ference. 

The committee will first 
submit the draft to foreign 
ministers for approval who 
will then it over ro the sum- 
mit leaders to approve it. Mr. 
Musa said. 

The final declaration will 
comprise six parts: a pream- 
ble, the summit’s goals, de- 
velopments affecting the 
peace process, common Arab 


action, regional Arab de- 
velopments and a strategy for 
future action. 

"The Arab leaders met to 
examine the peace process in 
the Middle East and its de- 
velopment in light of... a 
desire to bolster efforts 
aimed at achieving peace in 
the Middle East." the text 
says. 

The summit will also seek 
to map out "common action 
to build Arab solidarity and 
step up Arab coordination." 
it adds. 

“It states that “peace is a 
strategic option which must 
be equally respected by 
Israel” and warns of the 
“dangers of breaking away 


from the principles of the 
peace process namely the 
principle of land-for-peace." 

The text denounces Israeli 
attempts to expand Jewish 
settlements and its refusal to 
solve the issue of East Jeru- 
salem. 

It also calls for a nuclear 
free zone in the Middle East 
and demands Israeli com- 
pliance with the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 

Turning to the need to 
unify Arab ranks, the text 
underlines "the importance 
of supporting Arab national 
security." stressing that dis- 
putes* should be solved 
through diplomacy and 
mutual respect ruling out any 


"interference" in internal 
Arab affairs. 

The leaders were also ex- 
pected to try to reach a "com- 
mon consensus" on the issue 
of terrorism, the Turkish- 
Israeli military accord, a 
bombing campaign in 
Bahrain and the conflict be- 
tween Eritrea and Yemen. 

Libya's standoff with the 
West over the Lockerbie 
bombing as well as tbe situa- 
tion in Iraq and Somalia 
would also figure on the 
agenda along with a row be- 
tween Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates over who 

(Continued cm page 7) 
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Israel: Dialogue, not 
'threats,' key to peace 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s new hardline govern- 
ment said ahead of Satur- 
day's Arab summit prompted 
by it coming to power that 
peace was made through 
negotiation — not pressure 
or threats. 

"Peace is not... reached 
through threats," Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
said on Friday. 

"Certainly there is no need 
to pressure Israel so that it 
will carry out its desire for 
peace. There are problems 
which must be clarified in an 
open dialogue." he told re- 
porters. 

Faring Arab fears he wiJl 
break peace deals. Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netany- 


ahu summoned cabinet 
ministers and generals to dis- 
cuss the army .redeployment 
from Hebron promised in a 
peace deal signed in 1995 by 
the government he defeated 
last month. 

Mr, Netanyahu’s office 
said after the meeting: "The 
prime minister and ministers 
expressed no opinions, and 
no derisions were, taken.” 

Mr. Levy gave Egypt’s 
ambassador to Israel. 
Mohammad Bassiotmy. a 
message for Egyptian Presi- 
.dept Hosni Mubarak, host of 
the Arab summit in Cairo. 

Mr. Netanyahu opposes 
the land-for-peace formula of 
ousted Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 


Mr. Levy, the moderate 
voice of previous Likud Party 
cabinets, assailed Arab states 
for complaining the new gov- 
ernment's policies said "no” 
to swapping land-for-peace 
with Syna and the Palesti- 
nians. 

“There are no noes in the 
Israeli government approach. 
There are a lot of yeses, there 
are a iot of positives... out 
direction is towards peace. 
There are problems. We 
aren’t avoiding them. We'll 
discuss them.” Mr. Levy told 
reporters. 

"The government hasn’t 
even had a week in office — 
already they judge it." he 

(Continued on page 7} 


Hebronites stage protest 
and warn against delay 
in Israeli withdrawal 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
More than 1.000 Palestinians 
protested violently Friday 
against the construction by 
Israel of a bypass road on 
seized Palestinian land south 
of this volatile West Bank 
city, witnesses said. 

The protore r> set fire to a 
car and four trucks and bull- 
dozers working on the road 
near the village of Samua. 
about 10 kilometres south of 
Hebron, they said. 

i tie i*raeu ui*m\ Clumped a 
curfew on the village as they 
pursued those responsible for 
the violence, military sources 
said. 

A total of 10 young Palesti- 
nians were arrested, and 
American photographer 
Suzanne Tobias together with 


a Palestinian journalist were 
detained to allow their identi- 
ties to be checked, the source 
added. 

Samua is run by the 
Palestinian authorities but 
falls under the control of 
Israeli anny. 

Palestinians here also 
wanted Prime Minister Be- 
nyatnin Netanyahu on Friday 
that delaying withdrawal 
from the city could lead to 
violence. 

Media reports have said 
that Mr. Netanyahu plans to 
pull out some Israeli troops 
while retaining overall con- 
trol of security in the tense 
West Bank city. The Israel- 
Palesrine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Uneasy PNA hopes for 
a boost from summit 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Worried over the 
rise to power in Israel of 
Benyamin Netanyahu, the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) is looking 
to this week’s Arab summit 
to safeguard its legitimacy 
at home by keeping alive 
hopes for a Palestinian 
state. 

But because of inter-Arab 
rivalries. the self-rule 
authority headed by Yasser 
Arafat might emerge from 
the Cairo gathering with 
only limited leverage to 
prod concessions from 
Israel, analysts said in 
advance of die meeting. 

“The message is autono- 
my is not the "solution, and 
if it is supposed to be a per- 
manent solution then it is 
not the answer." said Mahdi 
Abdul Hadi. head of the 
Palestinian Academic Soci- 
ety for the Study of 
International Affairs, an 
independent think-tank in 
Jerusalem. 

“Neranyahu must put in 
mind a Palestinian state," 
he said of the new right- 
wing Israeli prime minister. 

The Cairo meeting will be 
the first Arab summit since 
1990, when the Gulf war 
divided the Arab World into 
supporters and opponents 
of the U.S.-led effort to oust 
occupying Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait 

Foremost on the PNA 
agenda is eliciting Arab 
support to press Israel to 
carry out as yet unimple- 
mented parts of the Pales- 


tinian autonomy agree- 
ments, especially a rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops 
from the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

That step was delayed in 
March by the former 
Labour government of Shi- 
mon Peres, wbo cited secu- 
rity considerations in the 
aftermath of bombing 
attacks in Israel by mili- 
tants. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment. in policy guidelines 
issued this week, ruled out 
a Palestinian state and his 
advisers have stressed they 
are hoping for an increased 
Jordanian role in the West 
Bank. 

The new government has 
stressed that it will negoti- 
ate with the PNA but has 
been vague about whether 
the talks will include Mr. 
Arafat, who met frequently 
with Mr. Peres and his 
assassinated predecessor, 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

The legitimacy of the 
authority hinges partly on 
Mr. Arafat’s repeated 
promise to Palestinians that 
the “political process” of 
negotiation with Israel will 
advance from autonomy 
into an independent state 
with east Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

There is also immediate 
wony about day-to-day 
economic conditions in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
still hard-hit by an Israeli 
military closure imposed 
after the recent bombings 
and which has prevented 


tens of thousands of Pales- 
tinian day labourers from 
reaching jobs in Israel. 

Has s an Al-Kashef, writ- 
ing in the pro-PNA A1 
Hayat A1 Jadida daily 
newspaper Thursday, called 
for explicit financial com- 
mitments by countries 
attending the Arab summit 
to the self-rule areas. 

"The Arab states must lib- 
erate us from the position 
of begging in front of Mr. 
Netanyahu and the donor 
countries,” he wrote. But 
with Syria, Jordan, Libya 
and 19 other countries 
pressing their own national 
agendas at the meeting, Mr. 
Arafat may be hard-pressed 
to gain unified and mean- 
ingful action on the Pales- 
tinian issue. 

Traditionally cool PLO 
relations with Syria remain 
sour over the Palestinian 
attempt at independent 
peacemaking with Israel 
and while Jordan is verbal- 
ly backing the PNA's quest 
for a state, suspicions linger 
about its intentions on the 
West Bank it once ruled. 

“I hope the summit will 
produce a lot. but I do not 
think it will." said Nasser 
A1 Din Nasbashibi. a 
Palestinian journalist who 
served as an envoy for the 
Arab League in 1965. 

“If the creation of Israel 
did not unite the Arab 
World, the success of 
Netanyahu will not do so," 
he said. 


Interfaith group spokesman says 
U.S. should protect peace process 


WASHINGTON (TJSIA) — 
“It is very important for the 
United States to protect the 
accomplishments (of) the 
peace process in the Middle 
East (and) the only way to 
(do that) is to move forward 
a peace,” the head of an 
interfaith organisation said 
Thursday during a visit to 
Washington. 

Ronald J. Young, a Quak- 
er and former director of 
peace programmes for the 
American Friends Service 
Committee, is now the head 
of an unusual religious 
alliance, the Interreligious 
Committee for Peace in the 
Middle East. The commit- 
tee's membership includes 
Jews. Christians and Mus- 
lims who believe that peace 
in the Middle East is essen- 
tial for Israel, the Arabs and 
their neighbours, and for 
the world. 

Mr. Young is the author of 
a 1987 report prepared for 
the American Service Com- 
mittee titled “Missed 
Opportunities for Peace: 
U.S. Middle East Policy 
19S1-I9S6.” In 1987 he 
established the U.S. Interre- 
ligious Committee to urge 
the United States and Mid- 
dle East negotiators to 
“make peace a priority and 
to promote negotiations for 
a just peace” based on: 

— Israel’s right to secure 
borders and peace with her 


neighbours; 

— the Palestinian peo-... 
pie’s right to self-determi- 
nation; 

— the need for an 
international conference on 
peace in the Middle East 

In an address before the 
American Muslim Council 
in Washington, Mr. Young 
voiced his group’s support 
for the ongoing peace 
process which, he said, 
“has made certain accom- 
plishments that are real. 
But it has huge amounts of 
frustrations, ambiguities, 
inadequacies, and failures 
as well.” 

“It may be a source of 
some encouragement that if 
the peace process is based 
on basic mutually accepted 
realities, a change of gov- 
ernment is not going to 
change the basic realities." 
he suggested. 

Mr. Young acknowledged, 
however, that pursuing 
peace in the area now' “is a 
tough assignment” because 
the major question is what 
direction will the new 
Prime Minister of Israel 
Binyamin Netanyahu take 
on negotiating with Pales- 
tinians and Arabs? Never- 
theless. he said, “it is up to 
the United States govern- 
ment to help the new Israeli 
government, even though 
that would be difficult dur- 
ing an election year.” 


American Marines, sailors arrive 
for joint exercises with Jordan 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. to host NGO talks on Palestine J 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — American 
Marines and equipment 
Started arriving in Jordan 
on Friday ahead of a joint 
exercise with the Jordanian 
Armed Forces beginning in 
Qatraneh south of Amman 
on Monday, officials said. 

Three American ships, the 
USS Tarawa, the USS 
Duluth and the USS Rush- 
more. docked at Aqaba on 
Friday, and unloading oper- 
ations started immediately, 
the officials said. The 
American force is part of 
the 13th Marines Expedi- 
tionary Unit, a component 
of the U.S. Sixth Fleet. 

The three vessels carry 
around 4.000 Marines and 


sailors, and about 1,400 of 
them are expected to take 
direct part in the June 23- 
July 10 exercises code- 
named “Infinite Moonlight 
‘96." About the same num- 
ber of Jordanian service 
personnel will take pan in 
the exercise, which is part 
of American-Jordanian mil- 
itary cooperation launched 
in 1981. 

“ Infini te Moonlight *96” 
will be the second Jordan- 
ian- American joint military 
exercises this year after the 
armed forces of the two 
countries staged a joint 
t rainin g exercise in early 
May at the Azraq air force 
base north of Amman. 
Advanced jet fighters, 
including F- 16s of the type 
that Jordan is expected to 


receive this year took part 
in the exercises codenamed 
“Eager Tiger." 

“Infinite Moonlight ‘96 
will allow “U.S. Navy 
amphibious forces and Jor- 
danian Armed Forces to 
train side-by-side, strength- 
ening the military- to- mili- 
tary relationship and 
enhancing coordination and 
cooperation between U.S. 
and Jordanian forces," a 

joint Jordanian- American 
statement said last week. 

‘The exercise is part of 
the ongoing bilateral exer- 
cise programme between 
the United States military 
forces of the U.S. Central 
Command and tbe military 
forces of the Kingdom of 
Jordan," it added. 


nfw YORK (U NA — The Annual North American oo* 
atwernraental organisation lNGO)/syrapwium on tbe 
question of Palestine will meet at U.N^eadquarters from 
June ’’a to 26 to consider the theme: 'Towards a just ^ 
comprehensive settlement of the quanurt Memne." 
Presentations will be made by experts from the United 
States and Canada, as well as by Palestinians and Israelis, 
and there will be an exchange of views on development* . 
relating to the question of Palestine. The sympoaun, , 
seeks to mobilise NGO action in support of Pakstwian ; 
Sits and to meet the needs of reconstruction and najp* 
buCding during the transitional period. Those turns will be 
pursued in the light of the declarauon of principle* on 
interim self-government arrangements and subset 
agreements signed by Israel and the P^estme Liberation 
Organisation. The meeting is sponsored by ^Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestin- 
ian People. 


2 charged in plot to bomb Israeli general 


Plans underway for meeting to 
protect Palestinian refugees’ rights 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special to The Jordan Times 


According to Mr. Young, 
Likud’s present policy 
guidelines — with their., 
pledges to retain the Golan 
Heights; to expand Jewish ' 
settlements and to block the 
formation of a Palestinian 
state — are raising con- 
cerns about the current sta- 
tus of the peace process. 

He suggested that peace- 
makers consider the 
method that the Interreli- 
gious Committee for Peace 
in the Middle East follows 
in seeking peace: “We talk 
to Israelis and West Bank 
(residents) and listen to 
what they are saying. From 
the ideas we hear, we know 
the problems can be 
solved.” 

He reported that “people 
over there who had die job 
of solving the problem 
actually began to think of 
ideas that can solve the 
problem. But people here 
tend to restate their case 
again and again.” 

Mr. Young told his Mus- 
lim audience that every- 
where he speaks, he says 
the same thing — Dialogue 
means taking into account 
all the aspects of a complex 
picture. But even if the par- 
ties cannot agree, the dia- 
logue must continue “as 
part of the weaving that 
needs to happen if there is 
going to be a new rug some 
day in the Middle East.” 


AMMAN — Efforts are 
underway in the Arab 
World. Europe and North 
America to hold the first 
conference of its kind for 
Palestinians in the diaspora 
amid mounting concern 
that a final Palestinian- 
Israeli settlement would not 
secure “the right for 
return" for exiled Palestini- 
ans. 

Hishara Sharabi, an Arab 
American intellectual and 
head of the preparatory 
committee for the confer- 
ence, said the gathering will 
place in Washington next 
year, and will give the 
opportunity for Palestinians 
in the diaspora to discuss 
their fate and “hopefully” 
adopt practical measures 
aiming at preserving their 
right for return and self 
determination. : 

“ If we succeed, this con-- 
ference- will . be- : very... 
important step towards 
achieving the rights of dis- 
placed Palestinians and the 
refugees,” Dr. Sharabi told 
a press conference. 


He said the call for the 
conference was prompted 
by “the disastrous situa- 
tion” that resulted after the 
Palestinian-Israeii Oslo 
agreement 

“From what we have seen 
so for of the Palestinian 
negotiators It is very doubt- 
ful that an Israeli-Palestin- 
ian final agreement would 
grant the right of return for 
the refugees or the dis- 
placed,” Dr. Sharabi 
argued. “We had to face this 
deteriorating situation by 
coordinating the efforts of 
ail Palestinians in the dias- 
pora in order by holding 
this conference and other 
gatherings that would pave 
tiie way for an organised 
way for pursuing our 
rights.” He maintained. 

Dr. Sharabi stressed that 
the conference will launch 
a long campaign that tar- 
gets all Palestinians in die 
diaspora and .aims at 
•^heightening- their aware- 
: ness of their.rigfcK.” 

“ We do hope that of this 
conference will eventually 
lead to setting up institu- 
tions that represent Pales- 
tinians and pursue their 


demands in a more organ- 
ised form,” Dr. Sharabi 
said. 

Dr. Sharabi said the call 
for conference was received 
with broad welcome in 
Europe and North America 
but was met with scepti- 
cism by many Jordanian 
intellectuals. 

In a lecture he delivered 
at the Chamber of Industry, 
he said many intellectuals, 
unionists and writers 
expressed concern that the 
call was a bid to create an 
“alternative” for the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) which will con- 
sequently lead to “deep 
divisions” among the 
Palestinians. 

In a bid to mollify their 
concems. Dr. Sharabi 
asserted that the conference 
was “instrument to defend 
the rights of the Palestmi- 

- an$ n ' which should not con- 
Iradictr ; with jfief Objectives 

- of the-PUX. . | , 

mi W& do lobk 

for hidden motives” Dr. 
Sharabi said. “There is no 
time for speculations either 
we act or we drown.” 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli military' court has charged 
two Palestinian militants with plotting to blow up the 
Jerusalem home of an Israeli general, military- soinre* 
said Friday. Mansur Yousef Shamasneh and Rashid Haj, 
identified as members of the Islamic Resistance Move- 
mem l Hamas), were accused of planning to blow up a car- 
bomb late last year outside the home of general Dany 
Rotschild, a former coordinator of Israeli activities mfc 
occupied territories, the sources said. The two 
arrested as they prepared the car bomb, they said. They 
were also accused of involvement in an unsuccessful 1993 
suicide car bombing against a bus stop used bylsraeti sol- 
diers near the West Bank town of RamaJIah. The opera- 
tion failed wheD the bomb blew up prematurely, killing 
the driver of the car. ! 


U.N. chief dispatches deputy to Mideast 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.N. chief Boutros Ghali 
has dispatched Kofi Annan, his deputy in charge of peace- 
keepins, to the Middle East to discuss UN. peacekeeping 
in southern Lebanon, a U.N. spokesman said Thursday. 
Mr. Annan, who arrives in Lebanon on June 26. will have 
meetings in Lebanon. Syria and Israel, said spokesman 
Ahmad Fawzi. There are 4.600 U.N. peacekeepers in 
southern Lebanon, where Israel occupies a “security 
zone.” A UJM. camp in the zone near the town of Cana was , 
shelled by Israel in April, killing about 100 civilians who 
had taken refuge there. A fragile ceasefire remains in 
effect in the region. 


Malaysia ties with Israel depend on peace 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Malaysia’s ties with Israel 
depend on (he new government’s commitment to peace in 
the Middle East, Malaysian Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Badawi said on Friday. Malaysia has no diplomatic ties 
with Israel. Last year, it relaxed a total ban on travel to the 
Jewish state by allowing Malaysians to go on htttypi]- 
grimages and business trips, after Israel and the Palestyu- 
’ assigned autonomy accords; The national news agency 
Bernama quoted Mr. Badawi as saying Malaysia would 
continue to allow its private sector to do business with 
Israel. But be said the policy was tied to the new govern- 
ment’s commitment to the Middle East peace process. 


CAIRO (AP) — Security 
officials in chaige of this 
weekend’s Arab summit 
opening today — mindful 
their own president was fired 
on at a similar meeting last 
year — blanketed die main 
summit hotel with police even 
before Arab leaders arrived. 

Dozens of plainclothes 
police carrying walkie-talkies 
surround the Meridien 
Heliopolis - where heads of 
state will stay. Nearly as many 
traffic police stand by. and 
two cars filled with soldiers 
are parked on either side of 
thehoteL 

“Even before the delegates 
stan arriving, we have fully 
secured the town,” Major 
General Mustafa Abdul Kadi, 
die interior ministry’s chief of 
security, told the Associated 
Press. 

“For instance,” he said, “we 
have done several rehearsals 
to cover the motorcades" of 
v is i tins leaders from the 21 


member stares of die Arab 
League. 

Egypt feces a sensitive mis- 
sion in protecting tbe various 
emirs and presidents since 
several face strong opposition 
at home. It was Egyptians 
who fired on President Hosni 
Mubarak last June at an 
African summit in Ethiopia. 
Mr. Mubarak was tiding an 
armoured Mercedes and 
escaped injury. 

Tire Interior Ministry also 
kept a watchful eye on south- 
ern Egypt, the springboard for 
Islamic militants who may 
seize tbe chance of the sum- 
mit to embarrass Egypt's gov- 
ernment by aiming at one of 
die distinguished guests. 

Gen. Abdul Kader said dm 
no security forces would be 
pulled from Egypt's south 
because they may be needed 
to quell any unrest in that 
volatile area. 

More than 900 people, 
mainly policemen and 


extremists, have died in the 
die four years since the mili- 
tants began a campaign of 
violence aimed at replacing 
the secular government with 
strict Islamic rule. 

Gen. Abdul Kader would 
not say how many police are 
involved in security for the 
summit, but the opposition 
daily ai-wafd said 1,800 were 
assigned to the meeting. 

The Meridien Heliopolis 
also has been cleared of all 
guests not attending the sum- 
mit. They were moved to the 
hotel’s downtown Cairo 
branch. Hotel manager 
Rudolf Borgesius said all 40 
of the Heliopolis Hotels 
suites would be occupied by 
Arab leaders and aides. Tt is 
a compact hotel and is close to 
the place of the meeting,” Mn 
Borgesius said, referring to 
the Cairo international confer- 
ence centre where the ses- 
sions will take place Saturday 
and Sunday. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Israel's ambassador to the United 
States, Itimar Rabinovich, has told Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu he wants to leave his post before tbe 
summer is over, the Washington Post reported on Friday. 
Staying on would be to “defect in place.” he was quoted as 
saying. Mr. Rabinovich told Mr. Netanyahu upon his elec- 
tion, "Bibi. you know I must go and I know I must go,” t*sl 
paper said “I have been negotiating with the Syrians for 
four years. If I get different guidelines now, you expect me 
to go on CNN and say it has all changed now? I cannot do 
it I have my identity,” the paper quoted him as saying. The 
ambassador represented the Labour government of former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, ousted by Mr. Netanyahu in 
a May 29 election, and was its main negotiator with Syria. 


Turkish planes cause alarm in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish war planes flew low over the 
divided Cyprus capital of Nicosia on Friday, rantin g alarm 
among Greek Cypriot residents of the city and drawing a 
protest from the United Nations. WaJdemar Rokoszewski, a 
spokesman for the United Nations Peacekeeping Force 
UNFICYP, said two Turkish fighters overflew the buffer 
zone twice as part of military exercises. “This matter has 
been strongly protested" he told Reuters. Some people 
rushed out into the streets to look at the circling planes while 
others hung out of office windows. Witnesses saw one 
Turkish plane firing its guns at mock targets in the northern 
Pentaiaktylos Mountain range before disappearing behind a 
moun tain . 
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^^Home News 


^ talks 


:i5?S?^y PEC t0 lend 
S*^ Jordan $ 5 m 


fc In *S£St}' 

1 as h PalcMi,,'^^ 'C 


- „,h ,h . By a Jordan Times 

.? l * l,< ' ivu ^ ^ S M . Staff Reporter 

^'iik: riS: 

^ l0n '» sun I>, in .V AMMAN — A fond set up 
and administered by the 
onal FVii« V | international group of oii- 

dcc !ar.mo n exporting countries is giv- 
aiTan» cnk . |||k <n Ptir^ jng Jordan a loan ofS5mil- 
and jii e |‘ j| \i Bon to help develop the 
,N s pi*n',, rt .j L tM,n f U Kingdom’s education sec- 
iiiriiahU' tor through building 

' N 1,1 'htf schools under an agreement 
signed here on Thursday. 

> honih isr- i. The soft-term loan is the 
ari *eli 0 l fifth project credit extended 
■rath u,il„ iri by the Organisation of 

afsSTafx 

•I* sh , ""hun InteraatioDal Development, 
die Kl „n! i' n . d ^ Earlier loans were in the 
'dt.fo! . Kev 'w energy sector (two), mini ng 
le il, P \ ,n,n S 1,1 (one) and agriculture (one). 

'V l,lc 1,1 Scft-' Jordan’s ties with the 
■ "I aa,^ OPEC fond date back to the 
nojuu-s j ^ tfae to OPEC 

*- i^nnh. ih,_ / 3fond loan to Jordan was 


n:i,or,,| ' , ^l la ,S 

mm iv 4 

the hni,ih ,: 


eniciii in .m un., Uo . signed in 1977 
\ a oik M,,p l!x .j ^ Th(»- n^ree 


•- The agreement was 
ro\\n..i Kauidii^' v signed at tiie Ministry of 
■ h,eu up prcnuiyr-T Planning by Water and Ini- 
• gallon Minister S amir 
Kawar on behalf of the gov- 
ernment of Jordan, and 
1 ®S CieputA' to \|L Saleh Al Omair, chair man 
^ of the governing board of 
* — l : .N. c in e , fj the OPEC fond. 

. his dcpi.n v in t-iJr Ml Omair was on a short 
t to dis L ii s ' s r \ _v working visit to Jordan. 


■ — 1 '-Pta- 

N. >poki-M„ a „ sjijj" 

Lchunun i >ii June V 
in ;uul ^ 

4 ^'»' 1 \ IV:,....: 


is.tupie\ j 

near the in\\ny](. 

. fragile ».\ , .iv;tirc i^ 


^ of the governing board of 
fI fj. the OPEC fond. 

char^ was 00 a short 

\ • working visit to Jordan. 

„ ‘ The loan is being extend- 
j , r ed in the framework of an 
investment programme for 
I ^ ia ' p human resources develop- 
„ mere that Jordan has drawn 


srael depend on; 

- M.il.i\su\ v . t 
iiem'-. ^inimiinieniKv 
ill I .•U i ; .'il 


up in coordination with the 
World Bank. 

Major contributors to the 
programme include the 
government of Japan 
^(around $60 million) and 
-the European Union. 

Some of those loan agree- 
ments have already been 
signed, and others are in the - 
finaligaftVin stage. 


rooms, workshops, labora- 
tories, administrative 
offices, libraries, store 
rooms and sanharj nn facili- 
ties. 

Locally produced items 
and furniture win be used 
and local contractors will 
be employed wherever pos- 
sible and as far as is practi- 
cable in the 1996-98 pro- 
ject, said on OPEC fond 
statement. 

“There is an urgent need 
to upgrade the facilities in 
the area since, under pre- 
sent conditions, education 
is seriously constrained by 
the inconvenience of hav- 
ing to use rented apartments 
on double shifts for class- 
room purposes,” said the 
release. 

“Improvements in the 
general learning environ- 
ment will help reduce both 
student and teacher absen- 
teeism and make it easier 
for pupils to pass from one 
class level to other by 
reducing repetition and 
enabling students to com- 
plete their curricula." 

The OPEC fond 
expressed hope that “boost- 
ing the absorptive capacity 
of the school-system will 
also contribute to the gov- 
ernment's long-term aim of 
providing universal access 
to basic education.” 

The loan, which carries 
3.75 per cent annual inter- 
est and a one per cent annu- 
al service charge on 
amounts withdrawn and 
outstanding, will mature in 
17 years, including a grace 
period of five years. 

The World Bank will 
serve as the appraising 
agency and the OPEC fund 
will be the loan administra- 
tor. 

The OPEC fond describes 
itself as “a development 
institution, .established i in. 


1,1 l '" u ' 1 .- 11 'liniMer In specific terms, the S 5 The OPEC fond describes 
.il.iNM.i h.r (i>* Jipliqc million loan sigoed on itself as “a development 
.\ed a Km mi ire .Thursday will be used to institution, .established ,10. 
•l.il.iNM.iih iii sin >m.:' .buildi L5 schools,, of multir , .1976 {^ .the.menjber states . 
. after l-r .cl .in J ihr P storey concrete ^structures ' of OPEC io help promote ‘ 
IV ii.itmnjl nn.-* & foe ' heayd v cr populated ' .SoiUh-^outh solidarity • and . 
a i .t' n.imii' 1 M.iIju urban areas or Amman. .. , strengthen '‘cooperation 
, L . sa.-.-s’ i, hw Tte buildings will have between countries of the 
\ u.t- ik-.l miIviw 150 classrooms, staff developing world.” 
tluMk* f inI (v.uv r»>v - — ■ 


Allison 

Coates 

Halaby 

dies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mrs. 
Allison Coates Halaby, 
second wife of Mr. 
Najeeb Halaby, father of 
Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, died at George- : 
town University Hospital 
of cardiac arrest on June 
17, a Royal Court state- 
ment said Thursday. 

Mrs. Halaby, an envi- 
: ronmenral educator, 
i studied at the Sandia 
School, the American 
University of Beirut and 
Columbia University in 
New York, the statement 
said. 

She worked with vari- 
ous organisations on 
environmental education 
and published a textbook 
and produced a film for 
schools in Third World 
countries, according to 
the statement. 

Mrs. Halaby served on 
tiie Advisory Councils of 
Save the Children Feder- 
ation, the World Wildlife 
Fund and tiie Caribbean 
Conservation Corpora- 
tion and was a trustee of 
Sbash Bruce Youthwork 
in Washington D.C. 

She was a trustee emer- 
itus of tiie American Uni- 
versity of Beirut and 
received the Order of 
Cedars from the 
Lebanese govemment. 

Mrs. Halaby, who was 
also a member of the 
Society of Women Geog- 
raphers. was an accom- 
plished piloL 

She regularly joined 
her husband Najeeb Hal- 
aby in flying/.theur. Jpiper 
Malibu within, the. United 
States -and occasionally 
overseas, the statement 
said. 
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British, Jordanian universities 
explore hotel management 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


'7" AMMAN — A British 
all . ii.m-vi »* lta education consultant left 
ijx i linii-i‘7 Amman Friday after sign- 
I .iii ms -niNMiri a jgQgj. Q f intent with 

• “i -K - *! !n N,r Sl ~ f Amman Private University 
n- m.iin ii !lt< “■ to offer a British degree in 
. ,v hotel and catering manage- 
sse it 1U rill IIU-. meat from Oxford Brooks 
University through the uni- 
i .,i | -kiih • tV w versity and exploring other 
I ti-i- 1 ' lJU? ' possibilities of offering 
i, is «.i tin- m: British education to Jorda- 

,„s w , ; kk m" K '^' mans through Jordan’s 

N in.oi- \\m^ institutions for higher edu- 
, cation. 

' "rht'- r - John Mitchell, a consul- 
\ i' , ‘ K llk1 i tant for British Education 
' , hi k -,]j , r.L ,s, - ; Abroad — an overseas 
i Wiuh"' consultancy for degree, 
m . ■ i diploma and language 

,t ini'.i j mci' courses — said that given 
’ ,vMU 1 i^ the substantial number of 

educators trained in the 

British or North American 

— — systems and given the sig- 
nificant interest on behalf 
„ Jordanians to benefit 

W*'" 9 k . from British educarion. 
;d in . opportunities to offer 

. raILW ,a ' ,b British degrees through 
MUAi Jordanian institutions are 

I if-|« VtP'Oi® considerable. 

kll .. r ■' **We are preparing the 

ivr groundwork with 

' rr ' ^ rospoctable government 

accredited universities,” be 
said. 1< BEA will bring in 
: i ’' ’ " advisors and academics as 

the need arises to establish 

" ■ , %lll k .i" 1 " 1 ' a number of programmes.” 

I; « , - JI BEAhas been examining 

, the possibility of bringing 

* ■* 1 ,, British education to Jordan 

| since mid- 1995, Mr. 

Mitchell said, and hopes 
i eventually to offer a full 

J , , • British degree in Jordan, 

\i although the law, at this 

^,'2 i time does not permit for- 
■ c dgn universities to offer 
full degrees. 

However, he said, coop- 
i'.‘% eration agreements can 

iv :r- ; ! , i proceed, offering diplomas 

and courses. 

I 1 !";:' Mr. Mitchell said that 

BEA was particularly 
i . interested in cooperating 
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with specialised institu- 
tions, particularly banking 
and finance and hotel and 
catering management 

“It’s important for Jordan 
to have financial core man- 
agers and experts because 
these people present the 
world with information 
about Jordan,” he said. 
“The rest of the world 
needs tins information to 
invest in the economy. 

“Also, for hotel manage- 
ment and catering, there is 
a shortage of qualified 
people, and there is cer- 
tainly a demand,” he said, 
referring to Jordan's 
booming tourist industry. 
“We are looking at ways of 
providing a diploma in this 
area and giving students 
international recognition. 

“This would also allow 
those with senior manage- 
ment potential to go on to 
earn a degree," be said. 

He added that in addition 
to the letter of intent 
signed with Amman Pri- 
vate University, he had dis- 
cussed the possibility of 
cooperative agreements 
with a board member of 
the recently established 
a mm nun Hotel and Train- 
ing College. 

Mr. Mitchell was accom- 
panied during his trip to 
Amman by Roy Batchelor, 
Midland Bank Professor of 
Banking and Finance at 
City University Business 
School in London, who 
met with members of the 
board of tiie Arab Acade- 
my of Banking and 
Finance. 

“At the academy, they 
already teach a British 
M.A. (masters) in finance 
and banking, so we talked 
about ways of cooperation 
— one possibility is a short 
course in financial mar- 
kets ” Mr. Batchelor said- 

“We think there is enor- 
mous possibility for tiie 
academy to join (City Uni- 
versity's) team in the field 


of specialised banking," he 
said 

Admission to any institu- 
tion offering British educa- 
tion, he said, would be 
based on A levels, 
international baccalaureate 
or a Jordanian high school 
diploma, with a high level 
of English. 

Students entering would 
likely be required to com- 
plete a year of “founda- 
tion" courses which would 
include study skills and 
basic course studies. 

Mr. Mitchell said educa- 
tional agreements between 
the countries’ universities 
presented numerous bene- 
fits to Jordanian students 
and parents. 

Research and expertise 
from British universities 
would be accessible to Jor- 
danian institutions, he said. 
But more importantly, he 
added, it widens the oppor- 
tunities available for high- 
er education while keeping 
students within the coun- 
try. 

‘Tarents who might not 
be able to afford to send 
students abroad for an 
English or North American 
education at considerable 
annual expense, ought 
now be able to," he said. 

“You also tend to keep 
kids in tiie country, where 
they will hopefully work 
and put something into the 
society and economy, 
whereas if you send them 
abroad, they may be 
inclined to stay there as 
they find lucrative oppor- 
tunities on offer.” 

Ml Mitchell added that 
progress towards a degree 
programme between 
Amman Private University 
and Oxford Brooks will 
commence later this fall 
when president of Amman 
Private University Amin 
Mahmoud, visits Oxford in 
September. 
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Crown Prince stresses the ‘opportunity of choosing peace’ 

World forum, honours Prince Hassan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputising for 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Senator Kamel Abu Jaber 
Friday attended the Crans-Mon- 
tana Forum’s plenary in Geneva, 
Switzerland, entitled “Jordan in the 
Regional Context," and read out the 
Crown Prince’s address. 

Prince Hassan stressed the impor- 
tance of cooperation and building 
of partnerships for future growth 
and development 

“Future growth must be based on 
economic cooperation," said the 
Crown Prince, adding that “eco- 
nomic security of the individual 
and that of the natioo is paramount 
in order for trade, commerce, 
industry and business to flourish". 

The Crown Prince said Jordan 
believes that the eradication of dis- 
parities can not be achieved unless 
and until “we work together as 
partners, and that is why we 
encourage neighbours to be neigh- 
bourly." 

Referring to the economic situa- 
tion in Jordan and the impact of the 
several waves of refugees and 
returnees on the country's develop- 
ment efforts. Prince Hassan said 
“we have borne the burden of 
accommodating several waves of 
forced refugees and returnees in 
1948, 1967 and the great wave of 
1990 that increased our population 
overnight by around 10 per cent" 

The Crown Prince noted thar the 
last wave came at a time when the 
Jordanian economy was already 
depressed and was undergoing an 
economic readjustment process. 

He cited the significant reduction 
in remittances from Jordanians 
worlting abroad, the sharp decline 
in exports coupled with the virtual 
severance of financial assistance 
from Gulf countries as major obsta- 
cles to national economic perfor- 
mance. 

He noted that such negative 
developments have put additional 
pressures on Jordan's social ser- 
vices. including health, education 
and welfare. 

The Crown Prince said “the faith 
and generous help from our friends 
and partners in' 1 Japan, the U.S., 1 
Canada, Germany and many other 
European countries arid multilateral 
financial institutions enabled us to 
resume our economic development 
while meeting our external obliga- 
tions” 

On Jordan’s economic perfor- 
mance, Prince Hassan said that the 
country’s economic performance 
has earned the approval of the Bret- 
ton Woods Institutions. Jordan met 
and even exceeded the economic 
targets established in its pro- 


gramme supported by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Prince Hassan stud, adding 
that the country’s real economic 
growth for 1996 is estimated at 6.5 
per cent and that inflation is below 
4 per cenL 

The Crown Prince stressed that 
peace is not a risk but an opportuni- 
ty to be grasped, and urged all in 
the region to take bold of tbe histor- 
ical moment and not to let the ene- 
mies of peace succeed. 

He said: “A derailment of the 
peace process at this juncture will 
not only bring forth the forces of 
extremism ami politics and eco- 
nomics of doom, but will also mean 
our effective marginalisation." 

The recent events leading to the 
peace treaty with Israel have forti- 
fied the Jordanian government's 
commitment to ensuring social 
progress through rapid and sus- 
tained economic growth, he said. 

“This week’s conclusion in the 
United States of an agreement to 
construct an oil refinery at Aqaba at 
the cost of more than S2 billion is 
perhaps one of the first and major 
dividends of peace not only to Jor- 
dan but also to the region," the 
Crown Prince said. 

Referring to the benefits expected 
from entering into association 
agreements with the European 
Union, Prince Hassan said benefits 
will far outweigh the risks especial- 
ly as “our economy readjusts and 
becomes more competitive”. 

On Thursday HRH Princess 
Rahma Bint Al Hassan received on 
behalf of Crown Prince Hassan the 
“Prix de la Fondation.” the Crans- 
Montana International Forum's 
Peace Prize from the Swiss Presi- 
dent at a special ceremony held in 
Geneva. Princess Rahma voiced 
Prince's Hassan’s appreciation of 
the honour, saying the prize was a 
source of great pride to Jordan and 
those who respect the meaning of 
peace. 

In his address to the opening ses- 
sion of the forum, which was deliv- 
ered on his behalf by Princess 
Rahma, the Crown Prince said: “It 
is indeed a great honour for me to 
accept this award of peace, and it is 
with pride that I accept it not only 
for myself, but also on behalf of a 
nation of people who embraced a 
vision of peace and who struggled 
with incessant dedication to see this 
vision evolve into reality." 

The Crown Prince stressed the 
need to recognise the dignity of 
peace at all levels and to work for 
its achievement “It should then 
only be natural that the two nations 
who use the word peace, either 


salam or shaJom, mans times a day. 
in many contexts, :t is natural that 
these peoples should comprehend 
and recognise tbe dignity of peace 
at all levels”, tiie Crown Prince said 
in his address to the forum, which is 
attended by a 40-member Jordanian 
delegation’ representing the private 
and public sectors, in oddiuon to 
leading figures, parliamentarians, 
academics and information special- 
ists. 

Saying that peace-making is not a 
goal in itself. Prince Hassan added, 
“The goal lies in peace-building, 
and this will require that we decon- 
struct the language of war, a lan- 
guage that is non -communicative 
and provokes values of racism, 
exclusivity and isolation. We must 
reconstruct ir. its stead a new 
vocabulary of peace, creating a cul- 
ture of peace." 

Prince Hassan also said that 
“peace is a word that transcends the 
political rhetoric or terror It is the 
world that established a common 
ground for dialogue between Jor- 
dan and Israel, recognising always 
that tbe first initiative by the peace 
maker is the establishment of a 
common language that delineates a 
common thought of j common 
ethic towards a common goal”, the 
Grown Prince added. 

He noted thar the signing on Oct 
.26, 1994 of the peace trejty 
between Jord.ii and Israel repre- 
sented the culmination of years of 
struggle by many, who amidst cli- 
mates often chaotic and acrimo- 
nious believed that our region, (hat 
has in the pas: been gutted by the 
viciousness of war and desperation 
can generate into an oasis of har- 
mony. 

Prince Hassan praised the effons 
made to achieve peace and voiced 
appreciation for those working 
towards ir and who are ready to pay 
the price it requires. 

Also deputising for the Crown 
Prince was his advisor and head of 
the Institute of Diplomacy Mazen 
Armouti who delivered Prince Has- 
san’s address to the forum’s first 
working session. 

Underlining the need for a com- 
‘ prehensive and jusr peace in the 
Middle East region, the Crown 
Prince stressed that such peace can 
never be achieved under the pre- 
vailing economic situation in the 
region. 

The Crown Prince urged the 
world community which, he said, 
has a real interest in peace, as well 
as the concerned parties of the 
region, to support the peace camp 
and its endeavours to establish a 
just and durable peace and stressed 


the need for providing full support 
for the Palestinian people in their 
quest to set up their independent 
state. 

Prince Hassan stressed that peace 
based on military superiority will 
remain fragile, adding that real 
peace should encompass all eco- 
nomic, social and political dimen- 
sions and concepts and should 
develop real partnerships in shap- 
ing the new order in the region. 

Referring to Jordan's endeavours, 
the Crown Prince noted that the 
Kingdom is preparing for the 
advent of the 21 st century and gear- 
ing its various institutions unj par- 
liament for the construction of a 
comprehensive coherent social 
order which Joes not tolerate ethnic 
or religious differences. 

Over the past two >ears. Jordan 
has been negotiating for partner- 
ship with the European Union and 
striving to join the World Trade 
Organisation in a bid to he part o! 
the world economy anj at the same 
time has been w orking tow arils 
restructuring its economic relations 
at the regional level, an objective 
that is being sought with the help 
and contribution of the private sec- 
tor, added Prince Hassan 

He said the countries of the region 
should be helped in mobilising their 
resources towards a more prosper- 
ous erj and overcoming poverty 
and hunger and cooperate for the 
future generations in the coining 
century . 

Crown Prince Hassan delegated 
Sharif Jamil Ben Nasser to deliver 
his speech at the “Jordanian Night' 1 
function of the Montana Forum 
which displayed cultural, tourist, 
and other activities highlighting the 
country's attractions and culture. 

Sharif Jamil presented Jordan's 
views with regard to cooperation 
among nations and inter-faith dia- 
logue among the monotheistic reli- 
gions stressing that dialogue consti- 
tutes the basis of understanding and 
precludes any hostilities among the 
followers of the these . faiths. 

He said that by no means should 
the Middle East be allowed to w it- 
ness extremism nor should the 
peace process be endangered by- 
obstacles that weaken the peace- 
builders resolve. 

The Cnms-Montana Forum, 
which will end Sunday, is one of 
the leading intellectual, political 
and economic international forums 
in the world today. 

Jordan's participation is organ- 
ised by the Institute of Diplomacy. 


Experts call for educating public on 
problems, causes of domestic violence 


By Rana Husseini 
and Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Experts indi- 
cated that domestic vio- 
lence against women and 
children is on the rise in 
Jordan, and they called for 
the formation of a support 
group in order to educate 
society about tbe causes 
and solutions to the prob- 
lem. 

“We have tried ro deny 
tins phenomenon with dif- 
ferent excuses.” said Assis- 
tant Professor of Nursing 
Sawsan Majali, addressing 
a roundtable on domestic 
violence. 

“We say that we are a 
conservative society, that 
we have strong family ties, 
that no one in Jordan could 
harm a child. But we read 
weekly, if not daily, of 
crimes of honour, of incest 
and abuse. 

“It is time to say, it is a 
problem, and that is hap- 
pening in Jordan" Dr. 
Majali stressed. 


Domestic violence can be 
physical and psychological 
abuse towards any member 
of the family, said Anahid 
Kulwicki, a researcher on 
domestic violence in Arab- 
American communities. 

“It includes emotional 
abuse, economic abuse, 
sexual abuse, using chil- 
dren, threats, using male 
privilege, intimidation and 
isolation.” sbe said. 

According to a recent 
study conducted by the 
Pubtic Security Depart- 
ment, and included as part 
of Jordan’s official paper 
presented at the Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women in Beijing last Sep- 
tember, there were 4,962 
cases of registered domes- 
tic violence — which 
includes only physical vio- 
lence — at police stations 
in the Kingdom between 
1991 and 1992. Between 
1989 and 1990, there were 
4,694 cases. 

Lawyer and human rights 
activist Asma Khader said 
that a hotline, established 


last March, and offering 
legal advice to women sub- 
jected to domestic violence 
receives a daily average of 
seven new cases. 

“But our problem is that 
we can only offer them 
legal advice because there 
are no shelters and no alter- 
natives for women and chil- 
dren," she said. 

During the roundtable, 
entitled “Domestic Vio- 
lence: the Jordanian and 
Arab-American Perspec- 
tives” and hosted at the Ful- 
bright House. Ms. Khader 
added that these figures 
most likely belie the fre- 
quency of domestic vio- 
lence, and said that most 
experts estimate that only 
20 per cent of such cases 
are ever reported. 

Head of tbe National 
Institute of Forensic Medi- 
cine. Mu'men Hadidi said 
the institute studies approx- 
imately 12,000 cases of 
death and injury yearly. 

Dr. Hadidi said cases be 
reviewed were mostly vio- 
lence against women and 


children. He said the insti- 
tute has begun to more thor- 
oughly examine cases of 
women and children, to 
determine if women are 
injured due to accident or to 
abuse. 

According to Dr. Hadidi. 
during the years 1990- 
1993, there were 560 rape 
cases, and 27 cases of 
incesL It should be noted 
that sexual violence against 
a spouse is not considered 
rape under die law. 

Dr. Hadidi also said that 
the institute suspects that 
many cases of suicide are 
related to domestic vio- 
lence. 

"We suspect some indi- 
viduals who commit sui- 
cide do it because they are 
subjected to domestic vio- 
lence. and because they 
have nowhere to go, they 
commit suicide to escape," 
he added. 

Ferial Saleh, director of 
Hay Nazzal Community 
Centres, said causes of 
domestic violence include 
honour, family problems, 


financial difficulties and 
psychological disorders. 
These, she said, are relevant 
to cases reported in 
Amman, Zarqa. Balqa and 
Kerak. which have the 
highest number of reported 
incidents of domestic vio- 
lence. 

She said that most abusers 
were between the ages of 
IS-27 and 28-37, but that 
the majority of victims 
were below IS years of age. 

Data concerning domestic 
violence in Jordan is “very 
weak," said Josie Salem- 
Pickartz, director of Al 
Kutba institute for Human 
Development, based in 
Amman. 

Additionally, she said, 
legal investigations into 
such incidents are not con- 
ducted properly. 

The solution, she said, is 
to initiate dialogue, and to 
engage religious leaders, 
wbo play a strong role in 
family matters and relation- 
ships. 


HUDD to open housing programme Jordan sends relief to Yemen 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Department 
(HUDD) announced that it 
would offer limited-income 
groups an opportunity to 
join the department’s sav- 
ings programme for hous- 
ing units in two estates: Al 
Mar) in Karak Governoraie 
and Salihiet Al Abid in the 
Amman Goveroorate. 

HUDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat Thursday 


said that the two projects 
offer 751 plots of land for 
residential and commerical 
purposes. Tbe plots lie on a 
total of 315 dunums located 
in foe two areas. 

The Al Marj Project com- 
prises 206 plots on 126 
dunums, and foe rest are 
located in the Amman Gov- 
emorate, said Mr. Hiyasat 
who stressed that HUDD 
will lay the infrastructure 
services such as roads. 


electricity and water net- 
works as well as create 
green parks for both pro* 
jects. 

Referring to Salihiet Al 
Abid estate, Mr. Hiyasat 
said it is located east of 
Amman close to the ring 
road. 

He said that in both areas 
HUDD will build schools 
and community centres os 
well as health centres and 
post offices . 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian military transport plane Fri- 
day left Amman for Sanaa carrying food, blankets and medi- 
cines in a relief effort for the victims of floods which occured 
last week and resulted in 120 deaths. 

Tbe shipment was arranged by the Hashemite Charity 
Organisation (HCO) and was sent upon directives by His 
Majesty King Hussein, according to Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Abbadi who was at the airport to 
witness the departure to Sanaa. 

The HCO said that it has opened special accounts at the 
Islamic Bank, Arab Bank Lid., and the Housing Bank in Jor- 
dan to accept financial donations for Yemen. 

Yemeni Ambassador to Jordan Hassan Lawzi expressed his 
country's appreciation of King Hussein's aid to his brothers in 
the Arab and Islamic world. He also thanked the donors. 
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4 World News 


Irish police raid IRA arms factory 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish Prime Minister 
John Bruton challenged Sinn Fein 
Friday to make a “life or death” break 
with violence after Irish Police uncov- 
ered a major bomb factory set up by 
the party’s IRA guerrilla allies. 

Mr. Bruton congratulated Irish 
Police on the Find in an interview with 
Irish Radio from the EU summit in 
Florence and said they bad caught sus- 
pects in the act of making weapons. 

"I also want to express my concern 
that this isn't just a factory that was 
there for making arms. I understand 
that they were actually in the process 
of manufacturing arms at the time of 
the find,” Mr. Bruton said 

The factory was uncovered Jate 
Thursday night at a remote farm in 
County Laois south of Dublin by 

police investigating the IRA murder of 
a policeman in a botched robbery. 

The murder and the bombing of 
Manchester last weekend by Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) guerrillas 
Fighting British rule of Northern 
Ireland has brought relations between 
the government and Sinn Fein, the 
guerrillas' political arm. to a new low. 

Bruton's government has demanded 
that Sinn Fein seek a restoration of the 
IRA's broken 17-month truce and 
make a break with the IRA's armed 


struggle against Britain but has reject- 
ed Sinn Fein's reponse as inadequate. 

“If you have people actually manu- 
facturing bombs, actually involved in 
bank raids, actually involved in ignit- 
ing bombs in Manchester, whether or 
not Sinn Fein supports the armed 
struggle of that kind is not an academ- 
ic question, it is a very practical ques- 
tion of life and death,” Mr. Bruton 
said 

“How one can reconcile not threat- 
ening force with manufacturing bombs 
f don't know, and it would be impor- 
tant therefore to discover what is the 
attitude of the Republican movement 
on the use of force at this time.'’ 

Mr. Bruton said the failure of Sinn 
Fein to unambiguously break with 
IRA violence ran counter to its com- 
mitment to democratic principles 
drawn up by U.S. peace envoy George 
Mitchell, chairman of Northern 
Ireland peace talks. 

Six men were being questioned in 
connection with the factory where 
bomb-making equipment, Semtex 
plastic explosive and weapons were 
discovered, according to security 
sources. 

They said the men were in the 
process of making an IRA “barrack- 
buster” mortar of the sort the guerrillas 


have used for two decades to bomb 
police and troops in Northern Ireland. 

A police spokesman said: “We will 
not know the full extent of the haul 
until it has been examined forensical- 
ly. But we are satisfied that it is a high- 
ly significant find.” 

The IRA is said by security sources 
to have several arms caches in remote 
mountain and bog sites in the Irish 
Republic and to have continued to 
train through a ceasefire that was 
declared in August 1994. 

Most IRA weapons were bought in 
the 1970s from Libya with cash raised 
in the United States from Irish- 
Americans who back an end to British 
rule of Northern Ireland, the sources 
said. 

The discovery followed a wide 
search for the ERA killers of policeman 
Jerry McCabe, who was killed with 
the guerrillas' favoured AK-47 assault 
rifle two weeks ago in the southern 
town of Adare. Several men and one 
woman have been arrested. 

The killing galvanised public opin- 
ion against Sinn Fein for its continued 
links with the IRA. Sinn Fein 
President Gerry Adams says his party 
abhors violence but understands those 
who resort to arms to end injustice. 


Mystery surrounds White 


House request for FBI files 


Mandela 
thanks De 
Klerk as 


WASHINGTON (R) — The list that 
Clinton White House aides used to obtain 
more than 400 FBI background files has not 
been found and the Secret Service has no 
idea where it originated. U.S. officials said 
Thursday. 

The Secret Service and FBI officials said 
that despite the mysrery over the list, they 
had no evidence to contradict U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's statement that the files were 
collected as a bureacratic mistake. 

The controversy is over whether the 
W'hite House improperly sought and 
obtained sensitive FBI files on 408 people 
in late 1993 and early 1994. including 
prominent Republicans such as former 
Secretary of State James Baker and Reagan 
White House official Kenneth Duberstein. 

The White House has said the lisr was 
gathered to clear people for White House 
passes, but the Secret Service which nor- 
mally undertakes that task said it played no 
role in the request for the FBI files. 

Attorney General Janet Reno Thursday 
asked Whitewater special counsel Kenneth • 
Starr to investigate whether the Clinton 
White House’ improperly obtained the FBI 
Files. 

"As far as I know the White House has to 
this date not discovered the list,” FBI 
General Counsel Howard Shapiro told the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Several Republican senators said the 
missing list showed that Clinton aides 
wanted damaging information from the 
files to use against Republicans. Democrats 
said there was no evidence of more than a 
mistake. 

White House officials welcomed the 
investigation announced by Ms. Reno. “The 
one thing we know ... is there was some- 
thing terribly wrong with the list from 


which these individuals were working.” 
White House legal counsel Jack Quinn told 
ABC-TV’s Nightline. 

“What we all need to find out ... is why 
that list was used and where it came from 
and what the explanation is for this most 
unfortunate incident,” he said, according to 
excerpts released before the programme 
aired. 

Mr. Shapiro told the senators that some- 
one in the White House Personnel Security 
Office called the FBI in advance and said a 
large number of files would be requested 
and should be delivered without delay. 

“One of the (FBI) research analysts said 
not only was there a large list but we felt we 
had to get it done rapidly.” Mr. Shapiro 
said. “They (the White House aide) said 
well don't let these drag out. That is not a 
quote." 

Richard Miller, the White House Secret 
Service's assistant director for protection 
operations, told the senators: “We have no 
idea where this list came from.” • ’ 

-Mr. Miller said tecjuesrS- ‘for FBI sefcority-' 
files on people seeking White HouscvphsseS 1 - 
would normally be based on a Secret 
Service pass list but said the list used to 
obtain the FBI files was created by some- 
one else. 

When asked if they had any evidence the 
FBI files were obtained for a sinister pur- 
pose, Mr. Miller said he did not and Mr. 
Shapiro said he had no evidence at all on 
what the motivation was for obtaining the 
FBI files. 

Anthony Marceca, the temporary White 
House aide who obtained the files, has said 
he mistakenly believed they were needed 
because a large number of former 
Republican presidential employees still 
wanted White House passes. 


NP quits 


government 


Top Clinton aide targeted 


in new Whitewater trial 


LITTLE ROCK. Ark. (R) 
— Whitewater prosecutors 
targeted a senior aide to 
President Bill Clinton 
Thursday, saying he took 
pan in a conspiracy to hide 
bank withdrawals for a 
Clinton election campaign 
from federal regulators. 

Lead prosecutor Hickman 
Ewing said White House 
aide Bruce Lindsey and 
Arkansas banker Robert 
Hill, one of two defendants 
on trial, hoped to keep 
secret large bank with- 
drawals made by the 1990 
campaign to reelect Mr. 
Clinton as Arkansas' gover- 
nor. 

“The proof will show that 
both Hill and Lindsey 
desired that the transaction 
not be filed with the IRS 
(Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice)," Mr. Ewing told the 
jury of eight women and 
four men in his opening 
argument of the second 
White-water trial to come 
from a probe into Mr. 
Clinton’s finances. 

But Ewing went out of his 
way to distance Mr. Clinton 
from the case. “What is not 
on trial here is the (1990) 
campaign. What's not on 
trial is Bill Clinton," Mr. 
Ewing said. 

But few doubt Mr. Clinton 
could suffer politically if 
prosecutors can prove Mr. 
Lindsey, one of the presi- 
dent’s closest and most 
loyal friends, was involved 
in anything dirty. And the 
trial could highlight some 
unsavory, although not ille- 
gal, deals at the governor’s 
mansion during Mr. 


Clinton’s term. 

Mr. Lindsey has been 
named an unindicted co- 
conspirator in the case, 
which centres on irregulari- 
ties in the management of a 
bank account held by Mr. 
Clinton's Gubernatorial 


campaign. 

Both Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Lindsey have been subpoe- 
naed to testify as defence 
witnesses. It is not clear if 
prosecutors will seek an 
indictment against Mr. 
Lindsey, who was the cam- 
paign treasurer, but by mak- 
ing him an unindicted co- 
conspirator they can present 
hearsay evidence implicat- 
ing him in court. 

Mr. Hill and fellow defen- 
dant Herby Branscum, both 
friends of the president and 
prominent Arkansas De- 
mocrats, are accused of fail- 
ing to report large cash 
withdrawals by the 1990 
Clinton campaign from its 
account at their rural Perry 
County bank. 

They have pleaded not 
guilty to all charges. 

Mr. Lindsey's alleged role 
was to urge the bankers to 
hide withdrawals of more 
than $50,000 in violation of 
federal statutes which re- 
quire banks to notify the irs 
when more than $10,000 is 
deposited or withdrawn 
from any account. 

The prosecution presented 
as evidence Thursday four 
$7,500 checks signed by 
Lindsey on the same day in 
May 1990 and allegedly 
used to make a single 
$30,000 cash withdrawal. 

Mr. Lindsey has said the 


funds were withdrawn in 
that way to keep political 
opponents from finding out 
what the campaign was 
spending on its election-day 
voter mobilisation pro- 
gramme. but insists there 
was no attempt to deceive 
regulators. 

Mr. Branscum and Mr. 
Hill are also accused of fil- 
ing bogus expense reports 
to reimburse themselves, 
family members and others 
for campaign donations to 
Mr. Clinton and other 
Arkansas Democrats. 

Mr. Ewing said Thursday 
he will present as evidence 

a December 1990 memo 
from Mr. Lindsey to Mr. 
Clinton which says Mr. Hill 
planned to visit Mr. Clinton 
and give him $15,500 in 
donations to help cover 
campaign debts and also 
hoped to discuss a political 
appointment for Mr. Bran- 


A few weeks after the 
alleged meeting, Mr. Clin- 
ton appointed Mr. Brans- 
cum to the influential Ar- 
kansas Highway Commis- 
sion and later reappointed 
Mr. Hill to the state's Bank 
Commission. Mr. Clinton 
will likely be asked about 
the appointments when he 
gives his videotaped testi- 
mony at the White House 
on July 7. 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
Friday thanked outgoing 
Deputy President Frederik 
Willem De Klerk and his 
National Party (NP) minis- 
ters for serving the coun- 
try’s coalition government 
during “the difficult days 
of the transition." 

Mr. Mandela's remarks, 
made on the NP’s last day 
in parliament as members 
of the country’s govern- 
ment of National Unity, 
were greeted with ironic 
, i; applause and cries of “bye- 
. r bye ;r from backbenchers in 
-Mandela’s African Natio- 
nal Congress (ANC). 

South Africa’s coalition 
cabinet held its last meet- 
ing before its winter break 
Wednesday. When parlia- 
ment reopens in August, 
the NP will be out of gov- 
ernment for the first time 
since 1948. 

De Klerk announced in 
May that the conservative, 
mosdy-white NP would be 
leaving its two-year part- 
nership in government to 
form the country’s main 
opposition. 

The NP ruled for more 
than 40 years prior to South 
Africa's first democratic 
elections in 1994, during a 
period when non-whites 
were barred from voting or 
holding office. 

In his speech Friday, Mr. 
Mandela gave three outgo- 
ing senior NP officials par- 
ticular mention — Mineral 
and Energy Affairs Minis- 
ter “Pik" Botha, Provincial 
Affairs Minister Chris 
Fismer and Leon Wessels. 
who was former deputy- . 
chairman of South Africa's 
constitution -writing team. 

Mr. De Klerk Thursday 
expressed his gratitude for 
farewell remarks made by 
Mr. Mandela during the 
final cabinet meeting, say- 
ing relations between the 
two had been good. He told 
reporters the NP was leav- 
ing government with digni- 
ty 

“We are not angry, we are 
not disappointed." he said. 

Mr. De Klerk also dis- 
counted rumours that he 
was intending to resign, 
saying he was looking for- 
ward to leading a vigorous 
opposition. 

On Friday, Mr. Mandela 
also lambasted as unreli- 
able “the declarations of 
South Africa's self-ap- 
pointed spokespersons for 
foreign investors." 

He referred to people 
who portray negative ac- 
counts of South Africa to 
potential investors, saying 
they “allow short term po- 
litical differences to oper- 
ate in the economic arena 
in ways that are counter- 
productive to longer term 
investment" 
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Filipino Muslim rebel chief Nur Misuari (right) grins during a closed door meeting 
with Philippine President Fidel Ramos’ emissary Executive Secretary Ruben Torres 
in southern Davao. The Philippine government and guerrillas of the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) are having crucial talks on ending a 24-year Muslim rebel- 
lion in the southern Philippine region (Reuter photo) 


Philippine rebel chief says 


peace in government hands 


DAVAO, Philippines (R) — A special emis- 
sary of President Fidel Ramos met Muslim 
rebel chief Nur Misuari twice Friday to try 
to resolve disputes blocking settlement of a 
24-year Muslim rebellion in the southern 
Philippines. 

Neither the chairman of the insurgent 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) 
nor presidential Executive Secretary Ruben 
Tones gave details of the meetings but Mr. 
Misuari said the key to solving the differ- 
ences was in Mr. Ramos’ hands. 

“Everything is up to the president," he 
told reporters without elaborating. 

A peace settlement would give the guer- 
rillas a major role in developing the south- 
ern Mindanao region, scene of a 24-year- 
old conflict that has killed tens of thousands 
of Christians and Muslims. 

“If you are playing chess this is the end 
game. Nobody can afford to make mis- 
takes,” Mr. Torres said. 

Mr. Torres said Mr. Ramos' instructions to 
the government panel were to resolve as 
soon as possible the remaining issues. 

Mr. Ramos launched the backroom diplo- 
macy before the formal start of negotiations 
between government and MNLF negotiat- 
ing panels to try to mend differences in the 
way of a peace pact. 

“The issues are very complicated, you 
can’t expea to have a solution overnight,” 
MNLF senior leader Taruk Hussin said. . 

The government has agreed to the setting 
up of a council under Mr. Misuari ^which 
will be the forerunner of an auionoinous 
regional government. 


But how many Muslim guerrillas would 
be integrated into the Philippine Armed 
Forces remains a contentious issue. 

The MNLF also has not formally accept- 
ed the idea of a plebiscite in which theoret- 
ically the region's Christian majority could 
reject the autonomy scheme. 

Before the start of informal talks, Mr. 
Misuari said a stop-gap solution would only 
breed a new war. 

“If all we could do is come up with a stop- 
gap solution, I don’t know whether what we 
are going to sow is permanent peace in the 
end, or it would be just sowing another seed 
for another round of war." he said. 

The talks are being brokered by a com- 
mittee of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference headed by Indonesia and an 
agreement reached in the city of Davao in 
the southern Philippines is to be formalised 
in Jakarta. 

“It is the desire of everyone of us includ- 
ing (Indonesian Foreign Minister) Ali 
Alatas that we return to Jakarta next month 
to sign the final agreement, but it all 
depends upon what is going to happen 
here.” Mr. Misuari said. 

He said the proposed council will be use- 
less unless the MNLF was given substantia] 
powers to run it 

“We want very much to see the end of this 
whole trouble in Mindanao ... But like a dis- 
ease we have to come up with the correct 
medicine. If the- medicine is not the right 
orie.Weniig'ht end up prolonging the dis- 
ease." 


Russian helicopter downed in 


Chechenya, APCs destroyed 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A Russian helicopter 
was shot down over southeast Chechenya 
and two armoured personnel carriers were 
destroyed Friday as Russian and Chechen 
military commanders were scheduled to 
hold peace talks. 

The transport chopper was downed 
Thursday over the village of Tsentoroi. 
according to Russian military officials 
quoted by Interfax News Agency. One ser- 
viceman was killed, seven wounded. 

Another five Russian soldiers were killed 
and five wounded when two armoured per- 
sonnel carriers hit landmines in the ruined 
capital Grozny. Interfax reported. 

However, there were hopes that Chechen 
military Commander Aslan Maskahdov and 
Russian troops Commander Vyacheslav 
Tikhomirov would meet Friday to begin 
implementing a landmark peace plan 
agreed to on June 10, Interfax said. 

The two commanders are meant to work 
out a schedule for the pull-out of Russian 
troops and demilitarisation of the war zone 
agreed to in the accord. 

However they have been unable to agree 


on a meeting place, with Gen. Tikhomirov 
insisting on one of the Russian bases in 
Chechenya. and the rebels asking to meet 
either in one of their towns, or at the head- 
quarters of the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe in Grozny. 

The meeting place for Friday's talks was 
not announced. 

The accord also extended a ceasefire 
agreed to June 1 during an unprecedented 
meeting between President Boris Yeltsin 
and Chechen separatist President Zelim- 
kban Yandarbiyev at the Kremlin. 

Despite accusations on both sides of vio- 
lations. there has been no heavy fighting 
since the accord was signed. 

However, there has also been no move- 
ment on the major points decided in the 
accord — particularly the demilitarisation 
of the north Caucasus republic. 

An estimated 40,000 people, mainly civil- 
ians, have been killed since Russian troops 
were sent to crush a declaration of indepen- 
dence by the Muslim republic in December 
1994. 


Papua New Guinea premier 
defends anti-rebel offensive 


PORT MORESBY (R) — Papua New 
Guinea has defended its decision to launch 
an offensive against separatist rebels in the 
remote province of bougainville island as 
the first unconfirmed reports of casualties 
emerged on Friday. 

An Australian-based spokesman for the 
rebel Bougainville Revolutionary Army 
(BRA) said he had received reports 13 BRA 
fighters had been killed in an attack by 
Papua New Guinea troops on a rebel-held 
area in the island's mountainous interior. 

“I have sent word to our people to try and 
confirm this.” Sydney-based BRA spokes- 
man Moses Havini told Reuters. 

Papua New Guinea authorities were tight- 
lipped on progress of “Operation High 
Speed" launched Thursday to recapture the 
10 per cent of the resource-rich island con- 
trolled by BRA. But Prime Minister Sir 
Julius Chan suggested it was a last resort. 

“We are very concerned about the whole 
Bougainville situation,” Mr. Chan told the 
Australian Broadcasting Corp (ABC.) in a 
radio interview aired Friday. He said all 
attempts at a peaceful solution had failed. 

He said his government, which made 
peace on Bougainville its chief goal when 
Mr. Chan came to power in 1994. had tried 
"everything you can think of’, including 
peace talks, a ceasefire and an amnesty for 


rebel leaders. 

Neither Mr. Chan's office nor the defence 
and foreign ministries were available in the 
capital Friday to comment on fighting on 
the island. 800 kilometres northeast of here. 

Hundreds of people have died in the con- 
flict over the past eight years, some due to 
lack of medical treatment and supplies on 
the island. 

Mr. Chan has faced criticism by his coun- 
try’s influential neighbour Australia over 
the new offensive, but warned Canberra not 
to interfere in Papua New Guinea’s internal 
affairs. 

“It's time Australia allowed Papua New 
Guinea to run its own business," Mr. Chan 
told the ABC. “We are a sovereign nation.” 

Canberra gives Papua New Guinea, a for- 
mer Australian colony, about 300 million 
Australian dollars ($240 million) in finan- 
cial aid each year. 

A spokesman for Australian Foreign 
Minister Alexander Downer has said tfie 
minister was disturbed to hear Papua New 
Guinea had gone ahead despite his plea not 
to escalate the conflict 

The western fringe of the Solomons arch- 
ipelago is an eight kilometre canoe ride 
from Bougainville. The Solomons govern- 
ment fears fighting will spill over the nar- 
row sea border. 


Honest Nordics 
put rich Swiss to 
shame 4 


U.S. Senate votes 
for military 
abortions 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The U.S. Senate voted 
Wednesday to allow abor- 
tions in military hospitals 
overseas by repealing a law 
that now prohibits them. 
The Senate voted 51-45 to 
repeal the abortion ban in a 
$267 billion defence bill. 
But the House of Represen- 
tatives has voted to contin- 
ue the ban. so congression- 
al negotiators will have to 
decide a compromise in the 
final defence bill. Congress#* 
enacted last year the ban on 
abortions in military hospi- 
tals except in cases’ of rape 
or incest or to save a wo- 
man’s life. The repeal was 
proposed by Senator Patty 
Murray, a Washington De- 
mocrat. who said the ban 
can force military women 
overseas to undergo dan- 
gerous back alley abor- 
tions. 


Mandela’s jail cell 
comes to parlia- 
ment 


BRUSSELS (Rl — ;Protfe£ ■; 
to losing things, particular-) 1] 
lv your' wallet? Then the 
best place to be is the 
frozen but deeply honest 
north of Europe according 
to a survey by Reader’s 
Digest magazine. Likewise 
the one place it is definite- 
ly advisable to steer clear 
of is affluent Switzerland 
and particularly the rich 
city of Lausanne. The re- 
sults of the survey conduct- 
ed bv the magazine's office 
in Brussels were released 
Wednesday ahead of publi- 
cation early next week. The. 
magazine's editors organ- 
ised the planting of 200 
wallets containing the local 
equivalent of S50 in 20 
places around Europe. In 
total 116 were returned in- 
tact. In Denmark and Nor- 
way every wallet was re- 
turned- In Finland ihe tally 
was eight returned, two 
kept, and in Sweden it was 
seven returned, three disap^ 
peared. Germans^ 

Austrians. British. Spanish, 
Dutch and French were on 
balance more honest than 
sticky-fingered. With Por- 
tuguese and Belgians half 
the wallets were returned 
— although the score in i 
Belgium could have been 
much higher had it not 
been for Ihe distinct diffi- 
culty the Reader's Digest 
authors observed in people 
persuading police to take 
charge of the treasure 
trove. In Italy less than half 
the wallets were returned, 
and in Lausanne only two 
made it back to the owners. 

The magazine said one 
anomaly the survey discov- 
ered was that the people 
who often appeared more 1 
in need of the money pro-.^ 1 
ved to be more likely ttr* \ 
return it, while those of \ 

more affluent appearance 1 

tended to pocket the cash. 
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CAPE TOWN (R) — Pre- 
sident Nelson Mandela’s 
past and present lives 
merged Friday when he 
visited a repiica of his t 
Robben Island Prison cell 
in the foyer of the South 
African parliament to 
which he brought democra- 
cy. “I hope this is not a bad 
omen." Mr. Mandela. 77, 
said with a broad grin as he 
emerged from the heavily 
barred door of the tiny cell 
"B5” that was his home for 
1 8 of his 27 years in jail. 
The replica was part of an 
exhibition on the reform of 
the prison system that Mr. 
Mandela's African Natio- 
nal Congress inherited 
from the white government 
it ousted in all-race elec- 
tions in 1994. ‘This cell 
depicts the brutal past of 
the apartheid prison sys- 
tem. To expect people in 
their fifties and sixties to 
sleep on mats with a limit- 
ed number of blankets on a 
cement floor in winter 
shows how uncaring the 
system was." he said. The i* 
green and grey cell was fit- 
ted out as Mr. Mandela 
found it when he was taken 
to Robben Island, eight 
miles into Cape Town's 
Table Bay in 1964, to begin 
a life sentence for opposing 
white rule. 
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• - . J ^ Megawati Sukarnoputri, who faces a leadership challenge bv partv dissi- 

dents at a congress they opened Thursday in the North Sumatran city of Medan (Reuter photol ' * 


Opposition leader vows to continue fight for democracy 

— u.u ... ' I : rc \ — 1 _ 


Vl.«. lh,,,1 “ h ,hi: v JAKARTA (Agencies) — The embat- 

iU * ,l,ni ‘•“iilii ha- 


iled leader of the opposition Indone- 
sian Democracy Party (PDI) Friday 
lashed out at whai she called govern- 
ment attempts to discredit her and her 
parry and vowed to continue 10 head 
the party and fight for democracy. 

“I am still the democratically elected 
chairman of the PDI. who continues to 
\\ crc receive the people’s support and that 
of PDI chapters in the whole of 
Indonesia.” PDI Chairwoman Mega- 
wati Sukarnoputri said in a statement 
read out by party executive Kwik Kian 
Gie. 

Ms. Megawati, the daughrer of 
Indonesia’s founding President Sukar- 
wQO, also brushed aside a congress 
%eing held by a splinter faction of the 
party in Medan, North Sumatra, as 
..i.i, , ‘M* 1 illegal and a violation of the partv's 

ii i pi ivki’i ih,\ constitution. 

The congress, held with the tacit 

mi- 

for military ^ m D‘« was scheduled to end later Fri- 
. 1 day or early Saturday, with the en- 

aDortlons dorsement .of'ibnner PDI Chairman 
Suiyadi as new chairman t6 replace 
Ms. Mega watL press reports here said: 
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democracy and uphold people's sover- 
eignty.” 

She said the government’s attempts 
to stifle the “democratic aspirations" 
of the people would “cause unrest 
which will be very disturbing to law 
and order.” 

The PDI, which enjoys considerable 
popular support because of Ms. 
Megawati's relationship to the coun- 
ny’s founding president, is seen as the 
feonly legal party that could present any 
'challenge to the ruling Golkar Party in 
next year’s elections. 

But the split could damage the 
party’s effort 

Thousands of Megawati supporters 
marching in central Jakarta Thursday 
demanding a break-up of the Medan 
congress, clashed with security’ forces, 
leaving more than 100 injured. 

In another press statement in Eng- 
lish. distributed to foreign journalists, 
Ms. Megawati accused government 
agents of initiating the stone throwing 
that led to Thursday's violent clash 
with security forces. 

"The government has used all the 
powers and means at its disposal to try 
to discredit any and all pro-democratic 
supporters,” she added. 

Ms. Megawati said the government- 
sanctioned campaign to unseat her 
“has been characterised by a multiplic- 
ity’ of illegal and unconstitutional 
acts.” 

she cited the active participation of 
high ranking government officials and 
some members of the military’, in help- 
ing to plan and execute the campaign 
against her. 

Ms. Megawati also pointed to press 
censorship, and the use of intimidation 
and bribery to force party members to 
first of all call for die Congress and 



An Indonesian anti-riot soldier is kicked by protesters as he falls on the 
ground during a clash between the opposition Indonesian Democratic Party 
(PDI) and troops in Jakarta Thursday (Renter photo) 


then to attend it 

She reiterated the party’s belief that 
it could garner up to 85 per cent of the 
vote in a free and fair election and 
called for “a joint domestic and inter- 
national commission" to assess and 
monitor elections in Indonesia. 

The commission should include 
members of the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights, the Indonesian Com- 
mission on Human Rights and other 
human rights watchdogs, Ms. Me- 
gawati said. 

Indonesians will vote to chose 425 
of the country's 500 parliamentary 
seats in 1997. The remaining 75 seats 
are appointed by the president from 
the military who do not vote in elec- 
tions. 

PDI, along with the ruling Golkar 
Party which has won ail elections 
since 1971 and the Muslim-oriented 
United Development Party’, are the 
only three political parties recognised 
by the government. 

PDI treasurer Laksamana Sukardi 
told AFP the party’ planned to launch a 
web site on the Internet Sarurday. 

There was a strong security presence 
around the PDI headquarters here 
Friday including anti-riot units, police 
dogs and armoured personnel carriers 
equipped with water cannons. 


Around 500 supporters and party’ 
members milled around the party buil- 
ding, some setting up a free speech 
forum. 

Meanwhile Mochtar Buchori, a sup- 
porter of Ms. Megawati, said one per- 
son was run over and killed by an 
armoured car when protest demonstra- 
tions in Jakarta Thursday turned vio- 
lent. 

“Several of our supporters saw one 
colleague run over,” Mr. Buchori told 
Reuters. “But we have not received his 
body veL The troops took it away.” 

he said 15 other people were serious- 
ly injured in clashes with troops and 
were in hospital. More than 50 PDI 
loyalists had been detained without 
charges, he said. 

The military denied any deaths or 
serious injuries during the demonstra- 
tions. Lieutenant-Colonel Didi Supon- 
di. a spokesman for the Jakarta Region 
Military Command, said 50 soldiers 
were injured when activists threw 
stones at troops guarding the route of 
their protest march and that he did not 
know of any civilian casualties. 

The Jakarta Post newspaper said 
three journalists, including a Japanese 
reporter for the Mainichi Shimbun, 
were also injured. 


Cuba rejects U.N. report on plane downing 
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MONTREAL (R) — Cuban diplomats angrily rejected 
Thursday a U.N. report that concluded Cuba’s downing of 
two US. civilian aircraft in February took place over inter- 
national waters. 

Ricardo Alarcon, speaker of the Cuban parliament, told 
reporters that the report by the Montreal-based 
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) contains 
“fabrications” introduced by U.S. authorities. These led die 
U.N. agency’s investigator t? conclude that Cuban MiG 
figher jets shot dowm two civilian planes flown by the 
Miami-based Cuban exile group brothers to the rescue on 
Feb. 24 while they were outside Cuban airspace, he said. 
“That is absolutely false. The report contains lies and fab- 
1 >, rications introduced in it by the U.S. ” Mr. Alarcon saw. 
f The report, which Cuban diplomats said contains 96 
pages of text and more than 200 pages of annexes, has not 
been released. U.S. officials said in Washington Thursday, 
however, that it concludes that the Cuban jets downed the 
two civilian planes over international waters. 

In a briefing at the White House. Undersecretary of State 
Peter Tamoff told reporters the investigators had also found 
that the Cuban pilots failed to issue proper warnings. 

The plane downing killed four people and touched off a 


new round of tensions between Cuba and Washington. 

“The Cuban government’s claim that it used deadly force 
due to the threat posed by the Brothers To The Rescue 
flights, that claim is bogus," Mr. Tamoff said. He said 
ICAO had briefed boih the United States and Cuba on its 
conclusions, which will be released shortly. 

“The report will demonstrate that the unarmed civilian 
aircraft were shoi down ... in international airspace, that 
there was no justification for that outrageous action and that 
the Cubans did not attempt to follow standard international 
norms in warning die aircraft” Mr. Tamoff said. 

Mr. Alarcon said Cuban authorities cooperated fully with 
ICAO investigators, but the final report appeared to be 
based on information provided by U.S. officials. 

“There is a certain inclination in the report to take as God- 
given words anything that came from the American side," 
Mr. Alarcon said. 

Mr. Alarcon told reporters he walked out of a ‘lechnical 
meeting" with U.S. representatives and the head of the 
ICAO Investigation team Thursday morning in Montreal 
after realising that Cuba would not be able to suggest 
changes to the report. 


Yeltsin poised to win runoff 
after Kremlin showdown 


MOSCOW i AFP) — Russian Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin's dramatic purge 
of hardline security chiefs looks set to 
win him crucial extra votes in the tun- 
off election against Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov on July 3. 

A move by Kremlin hardliners to 
gain the upper hand over Mr. Yeltsin's 
liberal campaign managers backfired 
when the arrest of two senior cam- 
paign officials was exposed as a polit- 
ical manoeuvre, analysts said Friday. 

The showdown between the liberal 
wing of Mr. Yeltsin’s campaign team 
and the hardliners resulted in the dis- 
missal Thursday of Presidential Guard 
chief Alexander Korzhakov. Federal 
Security Service (FSB) chief Mikhail 
Barsukov and First Deputy Prime 
Minister Oleg Soskovets, an economic 
conservative. 

Mr. Yeltsin stands to gain votes from 
supporters of Alexander Lebed, a 
retired general who came third in the 
first round of the presidential elections 
Sunday with 14.5 per cent and is now 
Mr. Yeltsin’s national security advisor. 

Thursday's purge will also please 
(hose who backed liberal economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky, who was fourth 
with seven per cent. 

"Mr. Yeltsin has kept his horses for 
the river crossing and got rid of the 
donkeys.” said the popular daily Mos- 
kovsky Komsomolets on its front page 
Friday. 

In only three days Mr. Yeltsin had 
eliminated four “eminences grises” in 
his entourage — Korzhakov, Barsu- 
kov. Soskovets and Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev, who resigned Tuesday, 
the same day Gen. Lebed was appoint- 


ed secretary of the powerful Russian 
Security Council. 

Mr. Korzhakov and Mr. Barsukov, 
old friends from their da\s in the 
Soviet KGB secret police, tried to 
“show Yeltsin that they were his real 
saviours, and that jJI the rest were 
sycophants whom he did not need and 
who were even dangerous." Mosktu - 
sky Komsomolets commented. 

But the arrest early Wednesday of 
two senior Yeltsin campaign officials, 
allegedly for earn ing S500.000 out of 
the government building, backfired 
when Gen. Lebed denounced it as a 
political intrigue, saying "those who 
want to throw the country into the 
abyss of bloody chaos deserve no 
mercy at all,” 

Igor Bunin, a leading political ana- 
lyst. predicted Friday that Mr. Yeltsin's 
new alliance with Gen. Lebed would 
enable him to boost his first round lead 
of three per cent over Mr. Zyuganov to 
nine per cent in the second round. 

However, ITAR-TASS quoted Mr. 
Bunin as saying the outcome would 
largely depend on the turnout, which is 
expected to be lower than the fir-r 
round figure of nearly 70 per cent 

Mr. Yeltsin would w in if the rumo 
w as around 64 per cent, but if :: ;d) 
below 5S per cent Zv tisane" would 
win, as hts voters are more disciplined. 
Mr. Bunin predicted. 

Irina Kohrenskaya. a political .ma- 
lyst at the Camepe Endowment for 
Peace, a Moscow think-tank, said it 
was “still hard to predict how Gen Le- 
bed's supporters will vote, because 
they arc not organised, and raavbe 
only one -third of them will support 


Yeltsin.” 

Mosi ot Gen. Lebed's vote was cap- 
tured from ultra- nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky and the rest were Lurk 
undecided, she told AFP. 

The close finish in the first round 
prompted Mr. Yeltsin to lake drastic 
action to pah votes from supporters of 
Iched and Yavlinsky — first by giving 
lehed a iop job in the Kremlin and then 
by purging senior offiiiak identified 
with the old order. 

Alexander Konovalov, a political 
analyst at the I'SA-Canad.i Institute in 
Moscow, said Mr. Yeltsin cotth! now 
show ihai he “fired the mosi anti- 
democratic figures aj.',.nd him. this 

was a message to ' .. misky \ support- 
ers " 

Meanwhile, to Gen. Lebed's sup- 
porters M* V'h..,,, ”l . in say he is al- 
ready im“ : '.*pienting the general's pro- 
gramme. i.gj’tu.g those who oppose 
the co;i>;’*.!.5!onal order” 

A. voiding to political analyst Andrei 
p;.'!:!koi sky. Mi. kor/Jukov*-. move 
list Mr. Yeltsin'- liberal aides was 
r irt ot a p!oi to bung a Loahtion gov - 
enimeni u» power including the Cout- 
mimisT-Jcd opposition 

In M::v. \lr Korzhakov sailed for 
the elections t«» be postponed, say in;* 
they could v reate instability m the 
country, bis; Mr Yelt-.ni lebuked him 
and told him siot to meddle us politics. 

Mr. Piontkovsky -.ml Mr Korzha- 
kov was working to "ir.msiei power to 
the Conmnintsls. reduce Mr Vdl'-m to 
.! ceremonial position. .* figurehead, 
over a government with Mi. /.\ui;.mo\ 
as prime minister or hi- nominee." 


U.S. sets scene 
for battle at U.N. 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — With the United States vowing 
to end Boutros Ghali’s term as U.N. secretary-general, the 
stage is set for a major clash on who will lead the world 
body into the 20th century. 

Believing he has to carry through the reforms and diplo- 
matic work he began. Dr. Ghali told reporters in Bonn: “I 
still hope that the United States will change its position. 
We still have six months until the elections." 

Dr. Ghali, 73, announced late Wednesday he would seek 
a second five-year term. His spokesman, Ahmad Fawzi. 
said the timing of the announcement was because the 
United States “decided to' go public with its position” in 
Thursday’s editions of the New Yoric Times. 

“1 don’t think that because one member state says one 
thing, that that should necessarily be ihe law,” he said. 

A U.S. official said key allies were called earlier to tell 
them that Washington's position would be made public. 

Battle lines were drawn as the United Nations faces its 
toughest crisis in years with debts mounting daily, due 
mainly to the $1.5 billion that the United States owes. 

In Washington, White House spokesman Mike McCurry 
said bluntly: “We think there are most likely other people 
in the world who would be more capable of pursuing the 
type of U.N. reform agenda (that is needed). 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns was 
even more direct, saying, “it’s unfortunate that this situa- 
tion has arisn as it bas...(but) we’re prepared to use our 
veto.” 

The decision-making process, according to U.S. offi- 
cials, was initiated by Madeleine Albright, the American 
ambassador to the United Nations late last year. It includ- 
ed an April offer to Dr. Ghali to agree to a one-year exten- 
sion only. 

But the U.N. chief did not give in. Jeffrey Laurenti of the 
U.N. Association of the United States, a private group, 
believes Dr. Ghali wants Washington to use its veto power 
to show how much support he really has. 

One U.S. official said Mrs. Albright’s reasoning, which 
was accepted by others in the Clinton administration, was 
to quell intense criticism of the world body as a whole and 
Dr. Ghali in particular in the Republican-dominated U.S. 
Congress, and show “we were headed for new leadership.” 
Secondly, she felt Dr. Ghali was not doing enough for 
reform of the unwieldy bureaucracy and had to be goaded 
into making major changes. 

“He may be a great diplomat and extremely successful at 
explaining foreign policy problems to world leaders," the 
official said. "But that doesn’t include staying in New York 
and knocking heads together.” 

Mr. Fawzi. however, called the former Egyptian deputy 
prime minister “the greatest reformer in U.N. history." 
adding: l haven't seen an American plan for reform. I have 
only seen criticism of the U.N. plan for reform,” he said. 

“You cannot achieve it in six months or one year or two 
years. You need a full mandate to reap the fruits of reform 
that have been sown” during his initial five-year term. 

A U.N. secretary-general is selected through an opaque 
process that begins with a vote in the 15-seat Security 
Council and then confirmation by the 185-member 
General Assembly. Among the council’s five permanent 
members with veto power, France, Russia and China are 
believed to favour Dr. Ghali, while Britain has been non- 
commital. 

France, which supported Dr. Ghali five years ago, came 
close to endorsing him Thursday with Foreign Ministry’ 
spokesman Jacques RummelhardL, saying that “according 
to long-established tradition, the secretary-general serves a 
second term at the head of the United Nations.” 

Mr. Fawzi contended that a majority of stales backed Dr. 
Ghali. 

But the United States said it does not have a substitute 
candidate, a situation that could lead to Washington losing 
control of the entire selection process. 

Because of the large U.S. debt, many diplomats believe 
that any American endorsement of one particular candidate 
would be bound to fail. 

Meanwhile a high ranking Russian Foreign Ministry 
official criticised Washington Friday for making public its 
views on the sensitive issue of who will be the next United 
Nations secretary-general, Interfax News Agency said. 

'Such an announcement was unprecedented and goes 
beyond all accepted limits," Interfax quoted an unnamed 
official as saying. 

The official said that debates on potential candidates for 
the top U.N. post had “Always been a sensitive issue 
which w’as never discussed in public." 


Korea’s former sex slaves 
seek Hashimoto apology 

SEOLT_tRi — Former sex slave** of the Japanese lmjvri.il 
Army demonstrated in a Seoul paik FriJax on the e\e ol a 
fence-mending \ isir to South Korea h> Japanese Pit me 
Minister Ryuuro Hashimoto. 

A group of so-called "comfort women” who sinlTeJ 
Japanese military brothels during World War II called on 
Mr. Hashimoto to apologise, They are aKo demanding 
official compensation. 

The ageing women were among about 500 protesters 
from various anti-Japanese organisations who rallied in a 
park near the Japanese embassy. 

Many are calling for reparations from Tokyo for its 
1910-45 colonial rule over the Korean peninsula. 

Mr. Hashitnoro is scheduled to hold a summit Saturday 
and Sunday with South Korean President Kim Young-Sam 
on the resort island of Cheju. 

Anti-Japanese groups have threatened to disrupt the 
summit 

Mr. Hashimoto’s trip to South Korea, his first since he 
took office, is viewed by Seoul officials as hugely sym- 
bolic. though the two leaders are expected to discuss food 
aid to North Korea and their country's co-hosiine of the 
2002 World Cup. 

A Japanese Foreign Ministry official said Mr. Hashimoto 
and Mr. Kim would discuss way s to persuade Py ongyang 
to agree to four-nation peace talks. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton and President Kim jointly 
proposed the talks in April. They would include China anil 
are aimed ar replacing an armistice that ended die 1950-55 
Korean War with a lasting peace arrangement. 

North Korea has yet to reply. 

The meeting will indicate a new Mart in relations 
between two of Asia’s most prickly neighbours. 

“We want to turn a new page in ties between Japan and 
South Korea by successfully co-hosting the World Cup." 
Mr. Hashimoto said. 

“We have indeed been given a chance to do so." 

Animosity between Japan and South Korea dates back 
hundreds of years and periodically flares up in outbursts of 
national emotion, most recently in February during a dis- 
pute over ownership of a cluster of tiny ocean reels. 

The dispute over the Tokdo Islands, known in Japan as 
Takeshima. rumed into a diplomatic crisis that has since 
simmered down. 

Mr. Hashimoto. who will be accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Yukihiko Ikedu. is expected to raise the “coinion 
women" issue. 

He has been formulating an apology to go along with 
compensation payments of SI 8.500 each to about 300 sur- 
viving women. Historians say up to 200.001.) women — 
mostly Koreans but also women from the Philippines. 
Indonesia. China and the Netherlands — were pressed into 
sexual servitude. 



Dozens of South Koreans, musky those w hose families 
were killed during World War II, scuffle with riot 
police outside the Japanese embassy in Seoul Friday, 
one day before Japanese Prime Minister Ryutnro 
Hashimoto ’s visit to the country ( Reuter photo) 
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Half l*\e work done 

THE FIRST signs emerging from Cairo where 
the Arab summit is mining today are encourag- 
ing. The foreign minis; -s' meeting Friday, led 
by the able and skill- 1 ivptian, Amr Musa, 

seemed to have heeded coming from Am- 
man. Washington, Raba. i other capitals 
calling for a moderate stanci i-vis the peace 
process after the return of Li> • to power in 
Israel. 

This was reflected in the final st« i °nt that 
the ministers drafted for their leaders discuss 
and consider as the summit's final commu ‘ ue. 
In the draft statement, the ministers stated 
"'peace is a strategic option which must .. 
equally respected by Israel." The statement, 
once endorsed by the leaders, is expected to 
reduce tension in the region following Israel's 
shift to the right and subsequently pave the path 
to a resumption of the peace talks on the Syrian 
and Palestinian tracks. 

The next, and probably the thorniest, issue on 
the Arab leaders' agenda is Arab- Arab relations 
and "‘Arab national security." This problem of 
course is as old as the present Arab Order itself. 
Relations between Arab states have always been 
tense: most borders are not fixed, claims and 
counter claims linger among Arab states and 
many have and some continue to plot against 
others — to name only a few. The chasm created 
by the Gulf war is still wide and deep. Although a 
few expect very little from the Cairo meeting, it is 
worth reminding the honourable men meeting 
there that unless a minimum level of cordiality, 
■cooperation, and reconciliation is . achieved the 
Arab Order will continue to get weaker and 
weaker; not by the designs of its enemies alone 
but by the bickerings among its own components. 

Two things need to be done in this regard: 
Stopping ail meddling in each other’s affairs, 
including a complete end for any violent acts; and 
starting confidence-building measures that would 
eventually pave the way for more open borders 
and increased cultural and trade exchanges. 

On the first count, the countries that in one 
way or the other host exiled opposition groups to 
another should pledge not to allow those groups 
to carry out subversive action against that state. 
It is time that state-to-state affairs be conducted 
in civilised manners that shun violence that has 
for a long time marred Arab- Arab relations. 
Once acts of terrorism cease the Arab' states 
should relax formalities at their borders, open 
their markets to each other and enhance cultural 
exchange and dialogue among their peoples. 

If the leaders meeting in Cairo succeeded in 
agreeing on these principles, then a chapter of 
hope will have been opened and the way ahead 
somehow cleared. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FOCUSING ATTENTION on the Arab summit meet- 
ing in Cairo, Fahd A1 Fanek, a writer for AJ Ra’i, said 
that the three countries: Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
which called for the summit had their own reasons for 
the move. Syria, for instance, wants the coming meet- 
ing to focus attention on the Golan and expects full 
Arab support against Turkey, but Egypt wants from the 
coming summit to reassert its leading role in the Arab 
World and Saudi Arabia wants to manifest its adamant 
position, that of slowing the peace process so that it will 
have sufficient time to prepare the Saudi public to 
accept the idea of dealing with the Israelis and see the 
Israeli flag raised in Jeddah, said the writer. As for 
Jordan and Palestine, he said, they are the most con- 
cerned parties in the peace process and seek a durable 
peace and the implementation of the agreements con- 
cluded with Israel so far; the rest of the Arab countries 
will be there because they have been invited and bave 
no problem regarding the decisions that would be 
taken. He said that most probably the coming summit 
would reiterate the Arab World's commitment to the 
peace option and demand that the Israelis respect their 
commitment to peace made under the previous govern- 
ment of Shimon Peres, added the writer. 

A WRITER for AI Dustour launched a scathing attack 
on Arab League Secretary General Ismat Abdul Majid, 
accusing him of acting in a way that carries out 
Washington’s wishes and desires in the Arab region. 
Yousef AI Athm said that by excluding Iraq from the 
coming summit, Abdul Majid has proved by deed rather 
than word that he is still an Egyptian government offi- 
cial intent on implementing the U.S. government’s poli- 
cies against the wishes of the Arab masses, including 
those of the oppressed people of Egypt. Washington, 
which seeks to keep Iraq in isolation and the Arabs 
split, has found in Abdul Majid the instrument to carry 
out this objective and protect Israel’s interests, charged 
the writer. Referring to Abdul Majid’s post as secretary 
genera] of the Arab League, the writer said that under 
any regulations or international protocols, the person 
who assumes such a post must be neutral and not tak- 
ing sides with any party, but Abdul Majid has broken all 
rules. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


4 Arab reconciliation and solidarity should be the 
foundation of any effort to address Arab problems’ 


ARAB LEADERS meet under one roof in Cairo today for 
the first time since 1990, spumed by the new realities in the 
Middle East peace process. The central theme remains of 
course ways and means to counter the hardline posture of 
Israel under the leadership of the Likud Party and 
Benyamin Netanyahu that has raised serious questions 
over the very course of tbe peace process and hopes that 
die Aiab-Israeii conflict was on its way towards a just and 
comprehensive settlement. 

Despite the loud Arab expressions of alarm triggered by 
fears that the Palestinian snuggle for an independent state 
may come to nought, just as the hopes for an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights and south Lebanon, it is 
difficult to see the Cairo summit coming up with a coher- 
ent approach to dealing with the issue except adopting a 
hardline Arab position vis-k-vis Israel. And that is to say 
that the root problems plaguing the Arab World could 
remain unaddressed and left to fester. 

What is indeed disturbing us in Jordan is the reported 
secret Syrian-led effort to draft a resolution for the summit 
even before the Arab foreign ministers met to discuss an 
agenda for the conference. If we take the reports out of 
Cairo on face value, the purported draft resolution condi- 
tions normalisation of Arab relations with Israel to a just 
and equitable settlement to the Middle East conflict, 
addressing the core issue — Israel's occupation of Arab 
territories. 

While we folly support the very concept of the reported 
draft — after all Israeli withdrawal from the Arab territo- 
ries the Jewish state occupied since 1967 is indeed the 
cherished goal of the peace process - we cannot but see the 
secret effort that created it as a bid to predetermine the out- 
come of the summit without really seeking the viewpoints 


and opinions of the participants to the summit. 

Add to that the differing agendas of tbe Arab countries 
attending the summit Libya wants tbe summit to support 
its stand in the stand-off over the PanAm bombing; Sudan 
wants the summit to give a sympathetic ear and backing 
for its case against U.N. sanction stemming from the assas- 
sination attempt against Egyptian leader Hosoi Mubarak; 
Algeria is seeking Arab endorsement of its moves to quell 
Islamic militancy; Bahrain is pursuing an effort to get the 
Arab summit to condemn Iran and warn Tehran against 
meddling in Bahraini affairs; Morocco's King Hassan is 
upset tha t he was not consulted before the decision was 
made to convene the summit and would definitely make 
that point clear through his prime minister; Qatar would 
like the summit to hear its complaint against what it sees 
as implicit support by fellow Gulf states for its deposed 
emir's bid to reverse the palace coup that brought his son 
to power; the UAE would like to see the summit reaffirm- 
ing Arab support in its dispute with Tehran over three Gulf 
islands. 

No doubt tbe ambassador of Somalia who will represent 
his country would appeal to tbe summit to launch an all- 
embracing Arab effort to resolve tbe problems of his 
chaotic country and feed its people. 

We do not know yet what countries like tbe Comoros and 
Mauritania would demand from tbe summit, but for sure 
they have their own agendas. 

In this labyrinth of differing priorities, where is the cen- 
tral theme: dangers posed to the peace process as will be 
raised by Syrian. Lebanon and the Palestinians? Are we 
going to see horse-trading at the summit, where every par- 
ticipant would give his country's support for a common 
Arab position only in return for the summit’s endorsement 


of that country’s demands? . , , 

That is where the sound position of Jordan comes into 
play. The Kingdom is going to the summit with an open 
mind, but based on a distinct and unambiguous position 
that Arab reconciliation and solidarity should be the foun- 
dation of any effort to address Arab problems tiirough the 
summit. Once the Arabs succeed m laying that foundation, 
the rest should be relatively easy since foe J™* 1 
behind Arab solidarity is support byone Arab country 
anther's just causes and demands. This ngflOtl * fiiUy 
applicable at the Cairo summit, given tto Egypt is behind 
the effort to sanction Sudan and that Qatar s complaint 
could be levelled against some of its neighbours for back- 
ing the deposed emir. But these are not permanent features 
of the Arab World and would only take a sincere and 
devoted effort to address differing Arab viewpoints over 

Clearly. Jordan has these considerations in mind when it 
says that tbe summit should not come up with decisions 
favouring one Arab country over another. Again, the prin- 
ciple here is clear: if there is a coherent Arab position 
based on reconciliation and solidarity, then there is no 
question of any decision being against the interest of anvJ 
Arab country. 

So, the starting point for the- summit should be a well- 
focused effort to reinvigoraie the idea of common Arab 
interests and causes, and then take off from that point 
towards external challenges facing the >yab World, includ- 
ing the shifts in the realities of peace with Israel. 

Unless that is achieved, then the whole Cairo summit 
will be a futile exercise and could even lead to further 
schism in the Arab World. 


A. 


* 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 

leaders in Cairo should show 


fir*, common stand, flexibility 


REVIEWED BY ELIA 
NASRALLAH 

THE ARAB summit meet- 
ing opening Friday in 
Cairo. Israel's new govern- 
ment and its plans. pan- 
Arab affairs and domestic 
issues figured high in the 
articles appearing in the 
local Arabic dailies over 
thepastjiyeek. . , 3r . 

Writing under the title 
“The test for the summit”, 
a writer for AI Ra'i said 
that foe Arab leaders 
should place foe Palestine 
question and the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state 
at the top of their agenda. 

The Palestinians ougbt to 
be backed in their struggle 
and various efforts on all 
fronts to regain tbeir lost 
rights and their usurped 
lands, said Sultan AI 
Hattab. 

Now that the Arabs are 
meeting to deal with the 
new threats to foe peace 
process, their leaders 
should realise that foe main 
issue behind the whole 
Arab-lsraeli conflict is 
Palestine and it is on this 
issue that they must come 
to an agreement on a joint 
action. 

At the same time, these 
leaders should support 
Jordan in its endeavours to 
seek the implementation of 
foe peace treaty with Israel 
and respect Syria’s views 
and reservations regarding 
the peace with the Jewish 
state, he said. The Arab 
leaders should allow for 
flexibility in their dealings 
•* : fo Israel and must show 
that they are genuinely 
seeking a lasting settle- 
mem. 

The Arab summit meet- 
ing in Cairo was deemed 
necessary before the down- 
fall of Shimon Peres and 
foe emergence of 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
because the Arab countries 
needed it to settle their 
internal differences and 
establish solidarity without 
which they remain weak 
and impotent, said Saleh 
Qallab, a writer for AI 
Dustour. 

As foe world approaches 
foe 21st century, it witness- 
es the creation of economic 
blocs and alliances among 
states with similar or com- 
mon interests and it is 
incumbent on foe Arab 
countries which share com- 
mon objectives to chart 
their own alliance and 
unify foeir ranks rather 
than harbour enmity 
towards one another, called 
the writer. 

He said Israel is foe same 
under Netanyahu or under 
Peres and tbe seeming dif- 
ferences between them are 
merely tactical and the 


Vrabs should not show fear 
of the new man in Israel 
but rather manifest deter- 
mination and take practical 
steps to deal with foe 
Israeli danger as a whole. 

The Arab masses expect 
the summit in Cairo to 
achieve success and this 
can be. best demonstrated 
.by-, foe emergence ..'of a* 
. homogenous, unified and , . 
strong Arab bloc capable of 
taking unified decisions 
and resolutions and stand- 
ing in one rank in foe face 
of the new challenges 
posed by Israel, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. a 
writer for AI Ra’i. 

Needless to say that foe 
outcome of the Israeli elec- 
tions and the emergence of 
right-wing groups that 
adopt stringent positions 
vis-^-vis foe Arabs require 
from foe Arab leaders in 
Cairo to study the situation 
with care and wisdom and 
adopt practical policies to 
deal with foe new situation, 
said the writer. 

At tbe same time, people 
expect from foe summit to 
discuss the Arab World’s 
relations with Iran and 
Turkey because both states 
have their own influences 
on the course of events in 
this region, he added. The 
Arab League, said the 
writer, should spearhead 
efforts to improve the Arab 
countries’ relations with 
foeir two neighbours, as 
well as remove differences 
marring inter-Arab rela- 
tions. 

A writer for AI Dustour 
said foal foe summit was 
called for by three Arab 
states following their sum- 
mit meeting in Damascus 
and not by foe Arab League 
and therefore one could 
expect that not all repre- 
sentations at foe coming 
meeting would be at foe 
level of beads of state, in a 
show of dissatisfaction. 

Taher Adwan said that 
most probably Syria, 
which was instrumental in 
convening the summit, 
would place its own issue 
with Israel on the top of the 
summit's agenda and 
would raise foe question of 
Arab-Iranian and Arab- 
Turirish relations as well. 

But it is important to 
point out that foe success 
of the summit lies primari- 
ly in settling disputes 
between Syria itself and 
the other Arab states 
because without ending 
inter-Arab difference there 
can be no chance for foe 
summit to achieve success, 
said the writer, adding that 
it should be emphasised 
that Washington's reported 
demand, made through 
Egypt, that the Arabs 
refrain from taking a hos- 


tile stand against 
Netanyahu would also 
acquire the leaders' atten- 
tion and affect foeir deci- 
sions. 

Let us hope, he said, that 
foe outcome would best 
serve foe Arab interests as 
a whole, rather than any 
other party. 

, Wriung Vjft ALPustour, 
columnist r . . Mohammad 
Kawash ‘-^said :n6rr that 
Netanyahu’s policy is 
finally known to all. Tbe 
new leader of Israel does 
not tolerate foe creation of 
a Palestinian state, refuses 
to withdraw from foe 
Golan and will continue 
the process of building 
Jewish settlements on Arab 
land, he said- 

In this situation, there can 
be no chance for foe 
resumption of the Syrian- 
Israeli or Palest ini an- 
Israeii negotiations since 
there is nothing left for 
negotiations, he stressed. 

The writer said that 
Netanyahu has ' clearly 
adopted a policy that runs 
counter to that of his prede- 
cessor and conflicts with 
the idea of durable peace 
with the Arab states, some- 
thing which requires a con- 
certed Arab stand. 

This view is supported 
strongly by Sultan AI 
Hattab, a writer for AI Ra’i, 
who said that with this pol- 
icy, Netanyahu has over- 
stepped foe red lines and 
has gone back on foe peace 
process. By his policies, 
Netanyahu is ruining the 
peace process on all fronts 
and not just with the 
Palestinians, rendering all 
the agreements concluded 
with the Arabs, to date, 
meaningless. 

The writer said that by 
accepting peace, the Arab 
states do not mean that 
they accept foe Israeli 
stand and succumb to 
Netanhayu’s wishes and 
they can by no means 
accept foe new Israeli 
terms for peace which 
mean no withdrawal from 
Arab lands and no recogni- 
tion of tbe right of tbe 
Palestinians to an indepen- 
dent state. 

Discussing Iraq, Saleh 
Qallab, a writer for AI 
Dustour, said there can be 
no justification for the 
U.N. inspectors to enter the 
headquarters of the Iraqi 
presidential guards since 
this constitutes an infringe- 
ment on foe country’s own 
security and sovereignty. 

Iraq has implemented all 
UJN. resolutions and foe 
United States, which is tak- 
ing a hostile stand against 
Iraq at tbe Security 
Council, realises that the 
Iraqi leadership does not 
conceal mass destruction 


weapons any more, said foe 
writer. 

He said that by insisting 
that the inspection teams 
cany out this mission, the 
Clinton administration is 
aiming at drawing attention 
to external issues in a bid 
to help him win foe coming 
presidential elections. The 
writer accused foe U*.Ni of 
WOTkihgpfor foe; in terests of 
Washington ’ and . • 'not' 
towards foe establishment 
of peace in our region. 

Discussing acceptance of 
students in private and 
state-owned universities, a 
writer for AI Dustour said 
that foe entrance examina- 
tion required by these uni- 
versities starting foe com- 
ing academic year is con- 
sidered a very practical 
step towards ending the 
annual crisis of enrolling 
students for higher educa- 
tion. 

Mohammad Daoud said 
that as it is projected now, 
this system, which only 
gives 25 per cent of the rat- 
ing to this examination, 
helps reduce foe problem 
but is not sufficient. 

He said that the universi- 
ties’ entrance examination 
should be given 50 per 
cent, equal to foe results of 
tbe tawjihi examinations, 
so that the results can be 
fair. 

He said tbe Jordanian 
graduates from foreign uni- 
versities have enrolled 
there not solely on the 
strength of the tawjihi 
examinations but on foe 
basis of foeir performance 
at tbe entrance examina- 
tions. 

A writer for AI Ra’i daily 
criticised tbe mufti of 
Saudi Arabia who had 
ruled that a woman going 
out for work side by side 
with men commits an act 
of adultery and marital 
infidelity. 

Zeid Hamzeh said that 
such a statement harms the 
honour of hundreds of mil- 
liens of working women 
around the world, includ- 
ing foe Muslim women in 
Jordan. 

These women, he 
stressed, go out to work in 
order to earn a decent liv- 
ing for their families and 
carry out a very honourable 
act to serve their society, 
said foe writer adding that 
the religious leaders of 
Jordan, including the min- 
ister of Awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, should issue a reply 
to this notorious ruling, and 
it is the duty of women’s 
unions in the Arab coun- 
tries to counter such state- 
ment which, be said, tends 
to distort the image of 
Islam. 




On the line, again 

To foe Editor 

With reference to Mohammad Atiyeh’s letter 
“Monopoly no solution to inefficiency" (Jordan Times, 
June 18, 1996)) and Nisreen AI Hu sty's reply “Crossed 
c ommuni cation” (Jordan Times, June 19. 1996), I; 
would like to say that, in all fairness to Fasti ink, the' 
quality of service offered by Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services (JMTSj is of a high standard, especially when 
compared to foe '‘services” and so called long-term 
p lannin g of Jordan’s government owned 
Telecommunications Corporation (TCC). Nevertheless, 
Mr. Atiyeh is correct in stating that rates offered by 
Fastiink are among foe highest. Hie price of any goods 
or services should be indexed to foe GNP of the. coun- 
try in which they are being offered and only then can a 
, tjue.^oii^aiispp he made! / , 0 

Furthermore^ accept that all “pioneering” companies 
go through “teething problems.” However, this should 
not be at the expense of its customers’ pockets, i.e., as 
queried to and confirmed by Fastlink’s customer ser- 
vice, calls foal are “half connected”, answered by the 
receiving end and yet not heard by the dialling party, as 
well as calls that are cut off in foe first few seconds of 
the conversation and that are billed as chargeable min- 
utes. This is not acceptable. 

Might I be bold enough to suggest that Fastiink not 
charge its customers for calls that end in the first few 
seconds (enough time to realise whether your call has 
been properly connected or not)? 

Nobody expects Fastiink to offer a flawless and free^f 
service. However, we do expect Fastiink to be fair and 
take a more diplomatic attitude towards its customers’ 
criticism, just as we expect from customers to be patient 
during the company's early stages of development. 

Kamil Nader, 
A mman. 


Enemy vs. friendly fire 

To tbe Editor 

ONE THING I have heartily welcomed is modern tech- 
nology. The other day’s “show” in the Israeli Knesset, 
between the incoming and the outgoing prime minis- 
ters, was worth watching, even though I do not under- 
stand foe language. 

I loved the way the mass media was trying to be as efficient 
as the CNN, talking spontaneously to the upper-handed offi- 
cials, and was thrilled to see Mr. Peres’ good-byes and Mr. 
Netanyahu's bodyguards elbowing everybody fiercely, 
mcluding pushing away one of the girls with the microphones. 
Everyone approaching was equally humiliated. 

As a Palestinian bom 1927 in Jerusalem. I have never seen 
any of the so-called Israeli democratic procedures ever prac- 
tised where I and many others are concerned. I have been on 
the receiving end of the enemy fire in the Middle East, and 
especially Beirut, both at home and at work. I no more sym- 
pathise with the fact that the Arab World should pay for the 
holocaust. It is a German and European responsibility, a sub- 

*** bWn exhausTed ’ oral history is foil of 

We have our own ancestors, our own infrastructure to bufld, 
our own socio-economic and family frameworks, let alone our 
poboodlanguage. which we have neglected because wtwett 
only left ume to pursue a hand-to-mouth existence. 

.affluent Palestinians outside the enclaves and 
^nps lave found lucrative commercial projects and have left 

SjfS l“ or - toir funds were low, to return now 

with the funding of donor countries to trv their luck at claim- 
ing a large profit 

1 k° Ubl that wi ' h enera -'' fire having been so 
“Grapes of Wrath" operation jn 
fnen4 'y fire being yet fiercer, that we 

“i 1 "®! ennancc “ tourists, expecting the shoving 
around to still continue. 6 

d ° 1 “ nd “sain, sail bolding a Jordanian document, 
riMn my chJdren - “y relatives, my neighbours and 
fniTJ 6 “ COme “» SO and I am being mid to reroute 
L, °* * bat the Wr muting is. 

« — sse issr** 

Leila AI Khali di AI Husseini, 

Amman. 
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Education may be one of the most successful 

responses to today’s challenges’ 
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FOLLOWING ARE 
excerpts from the address 
delivered by Husni ‘Ayesh 
at the Afuslim-Christian 
consultation on ” the educa- 
tional system is Islam and 
Christianity” organised by 
the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilisation A1 al 
Bayi in cooperation with 
The Orthodox Centre in 
Chambesy. Switzerland, 
held in Amman between 
June 3-5, 1996: 

Tbe East and accelerating 
change, expanding globali- 
sation, owed to the mass 
media and the electronic 
system, international eco- 
nomic interlinkage, mutual 
international dependency 
and tbe informational and 
cognitive explosions are 
among the significant fea- 
tures of oar epoch. 

Tbe stress that accompa- 
nies these features, i.e. their 
requirements, challenges, 
problems and shortcomings 
and even their dangers: 
psychological, social, edu- 
cational, cultural and politi- 
cal, has become so intense 
and urgent that no one, indi- 
vidual or society, can afford 
tbe luxury of overlooking 
or turning his back to them. 

Perhaps the most signifi- 
cant problem in the Muslim 
World is that these features 
of modernisation challenge 
our beliefs, values, atti- 
tudes, practices, informa- 
tion and knowledge in a 
manner which Alvin Tof- 
fier, about more than a 
decade ago, called the 
“future shock.” 

Another challenge posed 
by life today is the depen- 
dence of the individual’s 
social status, position and 
distinction on his Own 
achievements and ability to 
learn and not on the family, 
tribe or traditional back- 
ground. 

Education, provided it' Is 
good, with its stages, types 
and forms may be one of 
the most successful 
responses to these chal- 
lenges or the suitable means 


for tackling them and 
reducing their problems, 
defects and dangers. 

Thus, a sound educational 
system, from an Islamic 
standpoint, should include 
several features, including 
responsibility, conformity, 
critical thinking, democra- 
cy. 

Every Muslim state 
should make eveiy school- 
age child, regardless of sex, 
go to school. 

Compulsory basic educa- 
tion has become one of the 
human rights of our tinw 

and a sine qua non for any 
type of progress after it has 
been established thar 
human capital is the basis, 
and requirement, for such 
progress. 

The Muslim World has 
witnessed a sharp decline in 
the elementary or basic 
among enrolment rate and a 
high drop-out ratio school- 
goers, which has made the 
general rare of itineracy 
among Muslims one of the 
highest in the world (about 
75 per cent). 

Education nowadays is 
being overwhelmed by 
numerous challenges, the 
most significant of which is 
perhaps tbe huge and con- 
tinuous information explo- 
sion and the numerous 
problems concomitant with 
or resulting from the tech- 
nological and economic 
developments. 

This has led to introduc- 
ing various subjects in the 
school curriculum, some of 
which are necessary while 
others are not, which has 
made it multidisciplinary 
but not teaching skills. 
Children have also become 
more mere school goers 
than learning and education 
receivers; they graduate 
from all stages and streams 
of education and yet they 
are extremely weak in basic 
skills. 

Caliph AI ' Ma’mun was 
quoted to have said once: 
“Learning is too profound 
to totally grasp and compre- 
hensively explore; there- 


fore start with the more 
important parts of it.” 
Although Islam itself has 
not distinguished between 
men and women in educa- 
tion and has not imposed 
any limits thereon, Muslim 
societies, for social and 
economic reasons, have 
made such a distinction and 


“Although 
Islam itself 
has not distin- 
guished be- 
tween men 
and women in 
education and 
has not im- 
posed any lim- 
its thereon, 
Muslim soci- 
eties, for social 
and economic 
reasons, have 
made such a 
distinction and 
imposed limits 
on such edu- 
cation, ” 


imposed limit s on such edu- 
cation. 

In fact the comprehensive 
Islamic educational reality 
does not provide for equali- 
ty between the two sexes, 
and education is full of hor- 
izontal and vertical restric- 
tions. Therefore, the 
required educational sys- 
tem has to abide by equali- 
ty or democracy in such a 
manner as to eliminate dis- 
crimination between the 
two sexes and remove the 
prevailing gender restric- 
tions. 

. Education should be free 
from arbitrary' measures 
and from monopolisation 
of decisions by the educa- 
tional, administrative bod- 


ies. 

Flexibility demands that 
tbe school, college and uni- 
versity doors remain open 
to everyone who, for one 
reason or another, failed to 
join the educational system. 

Teachers have always 
been heavily engaged in 
prompting students, memo- 
risation drills, inculcation 
and short-term memory 
measurement through daily, 
weekly, monthly, semestri- 
al, annual exams, and they 
have made students memo- 
rise for examinations. 

I have counted over three 
thousand tests and exams 
performed by tbe pupil in 
Jordan, from the first to the 
twelfth grade. 

The outcome of all this 
has always been directing 
the teachers’, and tbe stu- 
dents’, efforts towards 
memorisation or learning 
by heart tbe subject matter 
for the examination day at 
the expense of learning 
methodically. This teaching 
followed an opposite direc- 
tion to that of Islam which 
urges Muslims, as do mod- 
em theories of learning, to 
link theory with practice 
and laboratory work where 
students rediscover scien- 
tific laws as scientists do. 
This would narrow tbe gap 
between academic and 
vocational education and 
make the graduate reason- 
ably well-equipped for 
work or ready to embark 
thereon with only a small 
amount of training on the 
site, and make education 
more production than con- 
sumption-oriented. 

Ali Ibn Abi Taleb said: 
“Everyone is valued by the 
work he skilfully per- 
forms.” Another traditional 
aphorism says the mind is 
like the sword and experi- 
ence is like tbe whetstone. 

And if the educational 
system could survive in that 
manner and form io the 
past, it will be able to do so 
in the age of information, 
the age of mass media, data 
banks and networks, the 


computer age. 

What is required of the 
educational system may be 
to teach the students the 
methodology and jargon of 
each science. 

A student may learn all 
the grammatical rules of 
Arabic language, for exam- 
ple, and answer all tbe 
questions related without 
knowing how to write a 
complete meaningful sen- 
tence, i.e., expressing his 
ideas in a sound Arabic lan- 
guage that fulfills the con- 
ditions of these grammati- 
cal rules. What he is 
required to do is to success- 
fully pass tests regarding 
these rules but the school, 
college and university have 
no objection if be fails to 
produce any linguistic prac- 
tical application (e.g., writ- 
ing a letter, a report, a story) 
or enjoys appreciating such 
rules. 

An important feature is 
democracy in education. 1 
mean by that spreading the 
democratic atmosphere in 
the classroom and exercis- 
ing democracy therein. The 
educational system must 
reflect the society’s politi- 
cal orientations on the one 
hand and develop them for 
the better on the other. 

Teaching methods based 
on caring and repression are 
obsolete, perhaps because 
there is no longer one 
answer for the same ques- 
tion as was previously the 
case; for even in applied 
sciences, laws are probable 
and not definitive. The 
teaching curriculum itself, 
moreover, is democratic by 
nature (stipulating hypothe- 
ses and then testing them 
one by one). 

Omar Ibn Al Khattab said 
about restrictions imposed 
on freedom: “When did you 
enslave people while they 
were bora free?” In his 
approval of criticism he 
also said; “You will be 
worthless if you do not 
speak out your viewpoint 
and we will be equally 
worthless if we do not listen 


to it” Students should be 
given the chance to partici- 
pate in tbe decisions regard- 
ing them and be prepared to 
play the role of responsible 
citizens in society. 

In the age of trans-nation- 
al mass media, man is more 
and more in need of relying 
on his own mental capaci- 
ties. which necessitates the 
development of his thinking 
talents through learning and 
practice. Students should be 
taught critical thinking, 
reading, observation and 
listening lest they become 
victims of misguidance and 
in order to become good 
citizens who do not fanati- 
cally adhere to one view- 
point or uncritically side 
with the opposite point of 
view. 

Since the transformation 
of the subsistence and 
boner economy into an 
industrial and technological 
economy, and tbe conver- 
sion of the family from a 
productive group into a 
consumer group, and its 
children from assets into 
liabilities, a revolution in 
values has taken place: ego- 
ism has replaced altruism, 
social violence has token 
the place of social peace 
and spiritualism has been 
set aside in favour of mate- 
rialism. 

Muslim societies, for 
many reasons, may be 
among those most affected 
by this metamorphosis, per- 
haps because they are still 
in the transitional stage 
between the two 
economies. 

This can possibly explain 
a great deal of the behav- 
iour of these societies, par- 
ticularly their production of 
extremist and violent 
groups and organisations. 
This certainly requires, in 
addition to other prerequi- 
sites regarding illiteracy, 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment, that attention' be paid 
to moral and spiritual edu- 
cation. 

Education should be 
required continually, for 


Prophci Mohammad says: 
“Seek knowledge from the 
cradle to the grave." 


“Children of 
different soci- 
eties come to 
school after they 
have learnt the 
languages and 
basic skills , dif- 
ficult and differ- 
ent as they are , 
that are re- 
quired for their 
survival in their 
societies . If the 
children 's apti- 
tudes and abili- 
ties were limited, 
they would not 
be able to learn 
the language 
and basic skills 
required for 
meeting their 
needs therein . 
This makes us 
believe in the 
ability of every 
child, including 
the handi- 
capped, to learn 
and even excel 
in a particular 
field” 


Muslim societies are 
well-aware of the 
international dimension of 
citizenship; for we all, on 
this planet, are partners or 
citizens of the global vil- 
lage, and hence the educa- 


tional system is expected to 
conform with the call of 
Islam to interact and deal 
with other peoples. 

The strong international 
dimension requires more 
effort on the part of the edu- 
cational system to pay due 
attention to teaching the 
students more than ore for- 
eign language, but at a 
functional level. A Canadi- 
an student learning Chinese 
said: “Learning this lan- 
guage enables me bilk with 
over one billion people " 
The same idea, but over 
1,400 years ago, was 
strongly advocated by 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Most, if not all, educa- 
tional systems in Muslim 
countries hold the learner 
and not the teacher/educa- 
tion.il administration, 
responsible for his school 
performance. Although 
these theories are being 
undermined by criticism, 
research, eg.tlitarian ideolo- 
gy and human rights, they 
do exercise very substantial 
powers m the Muslim 
school. Tills continued 
power is largely due to the 
exoncrauon of the 
teacher, 'educational admin- 
istration from the responsi- 
bility of academic perfor- 
mance ami laying it at the 
threshold of the child/tvam- 
er, which has led to classifi- 
cation. grading, libelling 
and rise in failure and drop- 
ping out ratios. 

Children *»; different -ed- 
dies com.* to scii'Kil alter 
they have learnt the lan- 
guages and basic skills , dif- 
ficult and differed* as they 
are. that are requited for 
their survival in their soci- 
eties. If the children’s apti- 
tudes and abilities were 
limited, they w ould not be 
able to learn the language 
and basic skills required for 
mceungsthcn needs therein. 
This makes, us believe in 
the ability; of every* child, 
including the handicapped, 
to learn and even excel in a 
particular field. 
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King meets Arab leaders 

(Continued from page 1) 


Aziz. Bui ii looked unlikely, 
according to sources here, that a 
bilateral meeting would take place 
between the King and Kuwait's 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah A I 
Sabah. 

Sheikh Saad is known to oppose 
normalisation of relations with Jor- 
dan and heal the strain caused by 
the 1991 Gulf crisis. The ruling 
circle in Kuwait is reportedly split 
over the issue. Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Ai Ahmad 
Al Sabah, a proponent of normalis- 


ing ties with Jordan, withdrew him- 
self from the summit delegation 
and took a "holiday" in Morocco 
after an argument with Sheikh 
Sabah over the issue, according to 
reports. 

Jordanian officials said a meeting 
between the King and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad was also, 
possible and expected the encoun- * 
ter. if it takes place, to be a turning 
point in Jordanian-Syrian relations, 
which turned cool after the King- 
dom signed its peace treaty with 
Israel in October 1994. 


Peace a strategic option — Draft resolution 

(Continued from page 2) 


Arab summit opens today 


should control three Gulf is- 
lands. 

Mr. Musa said that policies 
of the new Israeli prime 
minister threaten the peace 
process and added the sum- 
mit would send a "clear-cut 
and prudent" message to 
Israel and the international 
community as the sponsor of 
Arab-Israelt talks. 

•'There will be no message 
of threats or warning.” he 
said. "Bur what I am saying is 
that it takes two parties to 
establish and save the peace 
process." 

The first Arab summit in 
six years was called by Egypt. 
Syria and Saudi Arabia after 
the election on May 29 of the 
hardline Neranyahu. 

At least 13 heads of state 
will attend the summit, along 
with princes and prime minis- 
ters. As well as a unified 
stand on Israel, they will have 
to deal with their own differ- 
ences. chiefly the split over 
whether Iraq wHI be let back 
into the Arab fold. 

Iraq was not invited to rhe 
meeting because of continued 
anger by oil-rich Gulf states 
over the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

But Mr. Netanyahu's elec- 
tion Hjin at least partially uni- 
fied the Arabs, and they have 
grown increasingly worried as 
his government has issued 
policy guidelines opposing 
the return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria and the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 


I he guidelines call for not 
even talking aboui rhe future 
of Arab East Jerusalem. 

Referring to Mr. Netany- 
ahu. Mr. Musa said: "We 
would like him to reconsider 
his guidelines and docu- 
ments. which are upsetting 
and threatening the jreace 
process and ali of us." 

"We are concerned but we 
would like to give the other 
party the chance to back to 
the talks." he added. 

Mr. Musa said peace talks 
should resume on the basis 
that Israel would leave occu- 
pied Arab land in exchange 
for peace, the principle 
embodied in U.N- Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 
accepted by the Madrid con- 
ference tha't begfln the peace 
process in 1991. 

Mr. Musa's moderate tone 
follows pleas by the United 
States that the Arabs not 
reject Mr. Netanyahu as a 
peace partner. His reference 
to the international commun- 
ity was a clear message to 
Washington and the Euro- 
peans to pressure Israel not 
to back down from agree- 
ments already reached in 
peace talks. 

For his npan. Mr. Netany- 
ahu has sought to reassure 
the Arabs by urging the re- 
sumption of talks without 
“pre-conditions." but Arab 
-officials and newspapers have 
pointed out that Israel's 
guidelines already had set 
conditions about the Golan 
and Jerusalem. 


(Continued from page 1) 

hers had said during the elec- 
tion campaign." Dr. Muasher 
insisted. “In this respect, and 
while the Syrians and others 
might nut agree on the kind 
of positive engagement we 
have been advocating, the 
Israelis have to and will be 
given the opportunity to 
prove their real intentions on 
peace. On that much the 
summit will agree." he said. 

According to informed 
sources, there was an ex- 
change on this question at 
yesterday’s meeting between 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Shuraa. 
And it went further to touch 
on the other sensitive issue of 
terrorist attempts originating 
from Syrian territory against 
tbe stability of Jordan. 

"But the exchange did not 
develop into a clash since the 
two parties wanted to contri- 
bute and appeared headed 
towards making the confer- 
ence a success." an informed 
source told the Jordan Times. 

"Hopefully there will be a 
meeting between His Majesty 
the King and President Hafez 
Ai Assad, and this problem 
can be tackled and solved." 
Dr. Muasher said. “Jordan is 
very serious about countering 
terrorist threats, wherever 
they come from, and for 
whatever reason they are 
committed, as His Majesty 
will make abundantly clear in 
his speech to the summit 
tomorrow.” he added. “In 
this also we have the unpre- 
cedented bucking of Arab 
states whether from the 
Maghreb. Yemen or from the 
Gulf, which suffer from 
essentially the same threats.” 

Jordanian officials said 
they were not completely sur- 
prised by the recondliatory 
Syrian approach since, they 
added, it was' in Syria’s 
strategic interests to ensure 
the success of the summit. 

"For our part." said a 
Jordanian official, "we have 
always .uiyucutcu Arab re- 
conciliation and collective ac- 
tion.” 

The official also pointed 
out that Prime Minister 
Kabariti had suid that "we 


will not attack anyone unless 
we are attacked.” 

So strongly do the Gulf 
countries, particularly the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain, feel about foreign- 
backed threats against their 
security that they insist on 
naming and condemning Iran 
in the final communique, the 
informed sources told the 
Jordan Times. But the Sy- 
rians may veto any resolution 
in this regard, especially that 
the influential Arab leaders 
do not want to denounce 
Turkey for its “hostile” atti- 
tude towards water-sharing 
with Syria and Iraq. 

"Turkey will be mentioned 
in the communique." an in- 
formed source said, "but the 
language which will he used 
in its relations with the Arabs 
will be rather broad and 
generally friendly.” 

Other than mentioning this 
regional dimension, the 
affirmation of the Arabs' 
commitment to the peace 
process, their opposition to 
the Jewish settlement policy, 
“and above all their insist- 
ence on the centrality of the 
Palestinian issue to the whole 
Arab-Israeii conflict, the fin- 
al communique and the re- 
solutions of the summit will 
strike a conciliatory note as 
far as inter-Arab relations are 
concerned." 

The leaders are expected 
to stress the need to revive 
political and economic coop- 
eration and coordination, re- 
build joint institutions within 
the framework of the Arab 
League, leave the door open 
for the rehabilitation of Iraq, 
lend backing to peaceful 
efforts between Yemen and 
Eritrea to solve their dispute 
over the Red Sea islands of 
Hanish and emphasise the 
comprehensiveness and indi- 
visibility of pan-Arab nation- 
al security, the informed 
sources said. 

“There will be two full 
days of deliberations to tack- 
le what is really a packed and 
important agenda." Dr. 
Muasher said. "Let us hope 
that this summit will ar least 
find the right vehicles and 
mechanisms to revive joint 
Arab action and to devise the 
institutional framework in 
which this can be done." 


Israel: Dialogue is key 


(Continued from page 1) 

said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa urged the new 
Israeli government to recon- 
sider its policies and resume 
negotiations on the basis of 
old agreements. Bur the 
Arab summit would not send 
Israel any threats or warn- 
ings. he added. 

"We expect him to recon- 
sider the guidelines his gov- 
ernment has issued and state- 
ments which were very upset- 
ting and very threatening to 
the peace process and to all 
of us.” he said. 

“It takes two parties to 
seek peace and it is rhe re- 
sponsibility therefore not 
only of the Arabs but in 
particular of Israel that the 
principles of the peace pro- 
cess be respected, that the 
negotiations resume and re- 
sume on the basis of the 
principles agreed upon.” he 
added. 

But asked if the Arab 
states would consider aban- 
doning normalisation with 
the Jewish state, he said: 
"There is no language that 
would be a message of a 
threat or a message of warn- 
ing. There will be positions 
and very clear position.” 

Washington, wanting to 
save its regional policy, has 
urged Arabs to give Mr. 
Netanyahu a chance, and 
look beyond his campaign 
rhetoric. 

The Clinton administration 
has seized upon any sign of 
Mr. Netanyahu's “modera- 
tion” in an attempt to calm 
Arab anxiety, in particular 
that of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat who. aides say, 
was devastated by the defeat 
of Mr. Peres. 

Washington is urging Mr. 
Netanyahu to complete the 
first phase of the two-stage. 
Oslo self-rule agreement 
signed with Mr. Arafat in 
1993. 

It is despatching Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
to Israel next week with this 
message. Mr. Christopher 
will also prepare Mr. Netany- 
ahu for his first trip to the 
White House in July. 

Completing phase one 
means withdrawing Israeli 


soldiers from large parts ol 
Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu said before 
his election tie opposed with- 
drawing from Hebron. 

“He has not undergone a 
conversion." said a source 
close to Mr. Netanyahu. 
"But he knows he has to 
comply, or rather look as it 
he is complying, with Oslo." 
the source said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who was 
educated and worked in the 
United States, does not want 
to jeopardise relations with 
Washington which pours 
money, arms and goodwill 
into the Jewish state. 

He has told the United 
States he will study redeploy- 
ment in Hebron and the re- 
sumption of second-phase 
talks on a final settlement to 
the conflict with Palestinians, 
diplomats said. 

Although Likud philoso- 
phy stands in direct contra- 
diction to the tenets of Oslo. 
Mr. Netanyahu does not 
want to undermine the be- 
nefits Israel has reaped from 
the accord. 

These include greater in- 
ternational acceptance, an 
improved economic climate 
and the shifting of the polic- 
ing burden of unruly Palesti- 
nian towns from Israeli con- 
scripts to Mr. Arafat's police. 

Freezing Oslo would prob- 
ably spell the end of Mr. 
Arafat. 

So. Mr. Netanyahu has to 
balance Arab and American 
demands to keep peace alive 
with satisfying the alliance of 
right-wingers and serrlers rhar 
brought him to power. 

One tactic he has used to 
buy time and room for man- 
oeuvre is to insist on security. 
He has repeated that tie 
wants peace but security must 
come first. Likud officials 
have stressed the security 
agreement in regard to Heb- 
ron. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Thurs- 
day Israel may not reach 
peace with its Arab neigh- 
bours by the end of his four- 
year term. 

Mr. Netanyahu, addressing 
a gathering of world Jewish 
leaders, said his government 
was “committed to continue 
the quest for peace and secur- 
ity.” 


Kabariti assails Iran 

(Continued from page 1) 


from the session. 

"We hope it can be trans- 
lated into some kind of deci- 
sion that will help the cause 
of peace and Arab solidar- 
ity." he said. 

Mr. Kabariti said earlier 
Jordan would strongly 
oppose any attempts to man- 
ipulate the Middle East peace 
process towards achieving' 
ends incompatible with inter- 
national law and the Arab 
consensus. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
supports efforts for the res- 
toration of Arab rights 
through peace negotiations 
with Israel, but stressed that 
no one party should have a 
monopoly on how io move 
forwards. 

Speaking rn an interview 
with the Jordan Times and 
the London-based Al Hayat 
newspaper. Mr. Kuharili said 
Jordan would oppose any 
moves by the new- Israeli 
government to "change the 
ground rules or the points of 
reference" for the peace pro- 
cess started in Madrid in 
I4NI. In the same vein. Jor- 
dan would oppose attempts 
by Syria to "monopolise the 
Arab position vis-a-vis the 
peace process." 

Mr. Kabariti urged Arab 
states attending the confer- 
ence to “abandon selectivity 
and double-standards" when 
dealing with questions re- 
lated to Arab national secur- 
ity. He explained that 
“threats to Arab Gulf states 
arc no less important than 

threats ro Mediterranean 

Arab states.” 

He added that there was a 
need for an Arab coordina- 
tion to face common chal- 
lenges. He also stressed the 
need "not to allow any party 
to manipulate the Arab posi- 


tion at the expense of other 
Arab parties " 

Mr. Kabariti said that Jor- 
dan's main goal was to "forge 
a minimum level of Arab 
solidarity towards building on 
•peace achievements. " He 
warned thai Arab solidarity 
"could not be achieved by 
having one party impose its 
point of view on the others. It 
musi be built on an under- 
standing that coordination is 
a two-way road and not only 
un attempt by one party to 
benefit al the expense of 
others." 

The premier said that a big 
responsibility falls on the 
shoulders of the new Israeli 
government to enhance pros- 
pects for progress in the 
peace process. 

"We have to work towards 
building on what we already 
achieved." Mr. Kabariti said. 
"There is no room for foot- 
dragging which undermines 
momentum and weakens en- 
thusiasm for peace." 

On Jordanian-Syrian rela- 
tions. the prime minister said 
the Arab summit could pro- 
vide an opportunity for starr- 
ing a constructive dialogue 
aimed at enhancing Arab 
solidarity on a basis of mutual 
respect and common in- 
terests. 

He said that while Syria 
had a right to seek support 
for its demands to peacefully 
restore its territories occu- 
pied bv Israel, "it has no right 
to give protection to terrorist 
organisations that only aim to 
undermine the peace effort. 

“How- can we talk about 
Arab efforts to enhance the 
peace process while some 
Arab pjrties give refuge and 
support to forces that seek to 
undermine this process?" 
Mr. Kabariti asked. 


Hebronites stage protest 


(Continued from page 1) 

accord stipulates that Palesti- 
nians take control of security 
except for areas where Jewish 
settlers live. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
Shai Bazak said the reports 
were only speculative and 
that no decisions have been 


made on Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu met Friday 
with his defence and foreign 
ministers to discuss govem- 
•rnent policy on Hebron. 

The mayor of Hebron. 
Mustafa Natche, warned that 
any violation of the auton- 
omy accord would hah peace 
talks. 
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Palestinians nudge Jordan banks on loans Brokers describe mood at AFM as grim 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidf 

Reuters 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
bankers said Thursday that 
the Palestinian National 
Authority’s (PNA) decision 
to withdraw some of its 
holdings of Jordanian dinars 
this week reflected anger at 
banks’ failure to lend in the 
Palestinian territories. 

The Gaza-based Palestin- 
ian Monetary Authority 
(PMA). which took over 
banking supervision in the 
West Bank from Israel at the 
end of 1995, has been prod- 
ding Jordanian banks to 
raise lending in the territo- 
ries to boost economic 
growth. 

PMA officials privately 
say they are increasingly 
uncomfortable with 

Jordanian banks making 
profits on cheap funds trans- 


ferred to their Amman bead 
offices for reinvestment in 
high-yielding Jordan Cent- 
ral Bank debt instruments. 

The PMA wants them to 
seek more lending opportu- 
nities in the capital-hungry 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

Banks have been reluctant 
to heed that advice, arguing 
that wide-scale lending was 
still too risky in the West 
Bank because of political 
uncertainty and the lack of 
legal guarantees on mort- 
gages, bankers say. 

“Banks have taken a very 
cautious policy towards 

lending because of the 
understandable risks... this 
has been the main bone of 
contention between banks 
and the PMA in almost all 
the meetings between 
them,’' a senior Jordanian 
banker told Reuters. 

The deposit transfers. 


which have not been Quanti- 
fied, came from an estimat- 
ed 60 million dinars ($85 
milli on^ so far accumulated 
by the PMA after imposing 
a 14 per cent compulsory 
reserve requirement on 
dinar deposits held by banks 
in the self-rule areas. 

Bankers suspect the trans- 
fer is a hint to banks to play 
a more active role in the 
self-rule areas' economy as 
losses grow from an Israeli 
closure imposed after a 
series of suicide bombings 
by Palestinian militant 
group Hamas which killed 
59 people in February and 
March. 

However, an official 
source in the PMA, which 
has wide supervisory con- 
trol over 15 banks and 58 
branches — mostly off- 
shoots of Jordanian banks 
operating in Gaza and the 
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PAYMENT OF BILLS FOR 
JORDAN MOBILE TELEPHONE 
SERVICES CO. (FASTLINK ) 


ARAB BANK ANNOUNCES THAT 


FASTLINK SUBSCRIBERS CAN NOW 
SETTLE THEIR MONTHLY BILLS 


THROUGH ARAB BANK BRANCHES . 
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THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
1 — vu 

5 Glove material 
10 Class or five 
start 

14 Black Sea arm 

1 5 Kind of finger 

16 Extra 

17 Amity 

19 Have the lead 

20 Thrash 

21 Bullfight cheers 

22 City on the Rio 
Grande 

24 Old ending 

25 152 

26 Used a tub 
29 Gifted 

33 Bitter 

34 Dried 

35 Talented 

36 Footprint 

37 Equine 

38 Fencing item 

39 — avail 
(useless) 

40 Liquid measure 

41 Of musical 
sound 

42 With skill 

44 Nobelisl nun 

45 Let it stand 

46 Sharpen 

47 Make malleable 

50 Late night host 

51 Caviar base 

54 Operatic solo 

55 Franchise 

58 Superman Clark 

59 Ear or tube 

60 Graph beginning 

61 Alternative word 

62 School officers 

63 Comfort 
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DOWN 

1 Loco 

2 Poet Pound 

3 Unite 

4 Blvd- 

5 Moved 
unobtrusively 

6 Indy racer, Al 

7 Old English 
letters 

8 Agnus — 

9 Ejected 


. 10 Gilbert and 
Sullivan satire 

11 Bit 

12 Mardi — 

1 3 Sandwich type 
18 Famous 

23 Make false 
statements 

24 Nation 
symbolized 

25 Mark of insertion 

26 Trump in some 
card games 

27 Thespian 

28 Italian dty 

29 Wee 

30 Meat cut 

31 Inventor Howe 

32 Perry's Street 
34 Clown's prop 
37 Magnificent 
41 Choir member 

43 Indian 

44 Powdery inks 

46 Reddy of song 

47 Behalf 

48 Hershiser 
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A L L 1 
BOON 


BOO 

AND 
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PIElAl 


A MO RE 


aSm I 


S H I 

TTo f 


A R I EfS p 
LON GjHjA 
A S E AMT 

N E S S H“P 


■ C U T|0 
cop e]d 
1 B 

L 1 A & EWE 


49 Fwe-dollar bills 

50 Turner of old 
films 

51 Perlman of 
“Cheers" 


52 Lubricates 

53 Sword 

56 Comp, pt 

57 Jeanne d’Arc: 
abbr. 


West Bank — denied the 
move bad any political sig- 
nificance and said it was 
purely technical. 

Banks in self-rule areas 
hold over 500 million dinars 
as part of total deposits 
which were worth more 
than $1,175 billion at the 
end of 1995. With expan- 
sion of self-rule, deposits 
soared over 165 per cent in 
1995 alone. 

Nearly a third of Jordan's 
over 1.1 billion dinars in 
circulation are in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Jordanian- 
Pale stini an coordination is 

based on a January 1995 
monetary accord, a product 
of subtle rivalry over mone- 
tary control that masks 
wider political competition, 
economists say. 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


Internal Arab 


investment 


plunges 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - 
Inter-Arab investment has 
plunged although many 
regional states have 
launched reforms to attract 
capital and tackle econom- 
ic woes, an omani official 
said Monday. 

From around $923 mil- 
lion in 1990, investment 
within the 22-member 
Arab League dived to $365 
million in 1994, said 
Hamad Al Riyami, head of 
the economic committee at 
the Omani Shura (adviso- 
ry) Council. 

By the end of 1994, 
cumulative investment 
among Arab states has 
totalled $12.7 billion com- 
pared with their overseas 
assets of between $700 bil- 
lion and $850 billion , he 
told the United Arab 
Emirates daily Al Khaleej. 

“This means that inter- 
Arab investments do not 
exceed two per cent of the' 
total Arab investment 
abroad. 


AMMAN — Prices contin- 
ued to take a beating at the 
Jordanian stock exchange 
amid high uncertainty 
among the business com- 
munity over prospects for 
peace in the Middle East 
following the election of a 
hardline right-wing govern- 
ment in Israel, brokers said 
Friday. 

They described the gener- 
al mood in the market as 
grim and said the stagnation 
in prices would continue 
unless fresh capital enters 
the bourse. This was possi- 
ble, they said, given that 
foreign investors get into a 
buying spree when the 
prices of blue chips are 
down. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
3.1 million dinars, com- 
pared with last week's 3.5 

milli on dinar s. 

Hie official share price 
index based on the stocks of 
60 major companies closed 
at 141.73 points, down 1.88 
points or 1 .31 per cent from 
the week's opening of 
143.61 points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
services sector stocks dip- 
ping by 1.86 per cent, 
industrials by 1.65 per cent 
commercial banks and 


financial institutions by 
1.01 per cent and insurance 
by 0.21 per cent. 

Industrials accounted for 
1.84 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by commercial banks and 
financial institutions with 
910,000 dinars, services 
sector firms with 320,000 
dinars and insurance com- 
panies with 35,000 dinars . 

Shares of 95 companies 
were traded during the 
week, with six of them clos- 
ing with gains, 76 slipping 
and 13 remaining 
unchanged, the AFM report 
said. It said 2.7 million 
shares changed hands under 
2^99 deals struck during 
the week, with daily aver- 
age trading at 600,000 
dinars, compared with the 
previous week's 900,000 
dinars. 

Peari Consulting, a private 
sector firm which maintains 
its own market indices, said 
the drop in prices was 2.03 
per cent for the week and 
13.81 per cent since the 
beginning of the year. 

Pearl indices showed that 
commercial banks and 
financial institutions dipped 
by 1.36 per cent, insurance 
stocks by 0.54 per cent, ser- 
vice sector shares by 1.17 
per cent and industrials by 
3.16 per cent 

A further split-up showed 
that commercial banks 
dipped by 1.27 per cent. 


investment banks by 1-87 
per cent, specialised banks 
by 2.04 per cent and Islamic 
banks by 2J53 per cent. 

In the services sector, 
energy firms lost 3.78 per 
cent, tourism comp am es 
and hotels by 0.55 per cent, 
transport companies by 1 .45 
per cent, investment and 
real estate firms by 3.15 per 
cent and firms in the field of 
education and others by 0.8 
per cent 

Among industrials, min- 
ing firms dipped by 0.09 per 
cent, chemical and petrole- 
um by 2.84 per cent, con- 
struction by 0.7 per cent, 
supply and consumption by 
0.48 per cent, pharmaceuti- 
cals by 4.96 per cent, engi- 
neering by 634 per cent, 
textiles by 0.82 per cent and 
packing by 1 34 per cent 

The decline in share 
prices was for the seventh 
week r unni ng and countered 
hopes of a recovery in the 
market beginning • this 
month in line with a govern- 
ment promise to bring down 
high interest rates of com- 
mercial bank deposits in 
dinars. Officials said the 
monetary authority was 
poised to bring down inter- 
est rates offered on short 
and medium-term deposits 
in dinars. Such reduction is 
seen to have a chain effect 
on commercial bank interest 
rates and bring back funds 
into the bourse. 


OECD sees room for lower Europe 
interest rate to boost growth 


PARIS (AFP) — Economic 
growth will remain modest 
in the OECD area overall 
this year despite a more 
broadly based Japanese 
recovery, robust U.S. 
expansion and a projected 
second-half pickup in 
Europe, the OECD said 
Thursday. 

The 27 nation Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
(OECD) wanted, however, 
that continental Europe 
would need w a rapid turn- 
around” in business and 


consumer confidence to get 
out of its nearly year-long 
downswing. 

It also noted that further 
spending cuts to meet the 
Maastricht criteria for mon- 
etary union, just announced 
by key European Union 
(EU) countries, including 
Germany and France, could 


entail lower than projected 
growth. 

Accordingly, the OECD 
said, Germany and those of 
its European partners pursu- 
ing the most credible mone- 
tary policies should have 
room for further easing of 


(Continued on page 9).._ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by t-tonri Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter- lo each- square, to form- • 
four oTtflMBry words. r " 


..And please lei me lose 
ten. mo^e pounds 


RYSAC 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Gfasbergen 
GlASBEBS&sJ I 



OHM IXm Uwlai Swuot. Inc. 
MBFpWwvm 


SUROE 



RSS# 


INGOHM 




HOW THE MAN OF 
THE CLOTH FOL- 
LOWED HI9 PIET 


LAPRIL 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“I should be getting a raise soon. 
We added subliminal .messages 
to the boss’s screen saver.” 


Answer hem :\ 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: DOWNY BLOOD FROTHY OUORUM 
Answer A procrastinator's favorite day — 
TOMORROW 


Peanuts 


I HATE TO 
TELL YOU THIS, 
BUT |'M LEAVING 
THE DESERT.. , 


SOME LITTLE KID HA5 
INVITED ME TO LIVE 
AT HIS HOUSE.. 


TM GOING 
TO MISS 
l YOU., j 









Andy Capp 



^VOI/RfAS 

FINE ONE TO 
> LEAVE IN V 
[ CHAJBSC— / J 


/ l COULD K 
HAVE BEEN A 1 

BURGLAR OR 
7 ANYBODY , 
fBNBAWN&f 

VSffiFv 


care id rdp \ 

cutand-trH 

ITAGWN,F»Lr\ 
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However, a cut in interest 
rates ‘Is simply not enough 
at this point in time because £ 
investors are scared that the 
results of the Israeli elec- 
tions would severely ham- 
per the Middle East peace - 
process,” said an AFM deal- 
er, who, like other stockbro- 
ker in Jordan, cannot be 
identified by name. 

The dealer was referring 
to the May 29 election vic- 
tory of right-wing leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
prime minister of Israel and 
the emergence of a hardline 
government under him (hat 
is seen to have dealt a seri- 
ous blow of Arab hopes of 
an equitable peace agree- 
ment. ‘‘Any setback to the 
peace process will have 
serious repercussions on the 
Jordanian economy and 
local businesses’ hopes of 
increased economic ties 
with the Palestinians” in the 
West Bank and Gaza, said 
the broker. 

“Furthemore, any lack of 
progress in the Palestinian/, 
track of negotiations wiUf 
have a negative impact cm 
prospects for Jordanian- 
Israeli trade,” added the bro- 
ker. “As such, unless than 
is a serious indication that 
Netanyahu would pursue 
the same line in the peace 
process as his predecessor, 
then Jordanian stock prices 


are going to remain on a 
downward slide.” 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY JUNE 22, 
1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righier Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You get excellent ideas 
today which can be put in jt 
motion which can bring 
you fine results. Keep 
active and happy in your 
evervday activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21 ) Follow your intu- 
ition today and you can 
expand more quickly and 
-intelligently. Someone of a 
different background can • 
help you to*succeed. 1 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June. 
21) Show more appreciat- 
ing for your fellow associ- 
ates and you can reach afar 
better understanding. Study 
some new outlet. 

MOON CH3LDREN:(June 
22 to July 21) Organise 
your career activities with a 
fellow associate in die 
morning today, and then 
you can perform well 
together on some new pro- 
ject. * 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You need more recre- 
ation so plan it for the 
evening. Get your finest 
talents working during the 
daytime today so that you 
can become more success- 
fill. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Do whatev- 
er will bring more harmony 
at home today, and be hap- 
pier in that important 
sphere of your endeavour 
for you to be prosperous. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You can com- 
municate well with others . 
in the morning today and 
can get right into action. 
Make sure that statements 
are accurate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You find ( 
ways to add considerably 
to your assets at this time 
and get right down to 
specifics. A bigwig gives 
excellent ideas. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
You can go after your per- 
sonal aims with enthusiasm 
and be very practical as 
well. Visit with close 
friends and have some 
good times. 

CAPRICORN: (Decemb- 
er 22 to Jan. 20) The morn- 
ing today is good for gain- 
ing the personal pleasures 
you like, and after lunch 
you can be successful in 
the outside world. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Concent!- ■ 
ate on whatever acquain- 
tances you want to turn into 
friendships in the morning' 
today and then bring them 
to fruition. j 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be sure to meet 
the expectations of higher- 
ups and gain the right ben- 
efits. Gain the favours you 
desire with enthusiasm. 
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OECD 

(Continued from page 8) 

interest rates to support 
stronger growth without 
rekindling inflation. 

The OECD’s half-yearly 
economic outlook said its 
new projections showed 
that average OECD grow th 
may remain virtually flat at 
some 2. 1 per cent this year, 
only a shade above last 
year’s 1.9 per cent. 

But they pointed to some- 
what stronger expansion of 
2J per cent in 1997, and 
suggested that “buoyant" 
growth outside the OECD 
area, particularly in the 
dynamic Asian economies 
and China, would favour 
expansion of OECD 
exports. 

The OECD’s chief econ- 
omist. Kurniharu 

Shigehara. insisted that the 
figures were better than 
they might appear. 

Nearly half the down- 
ward revisions compared 
with last December’s 
OECD projections were 
"purely statistical reflect- 
ing a recent change in l\S. 
national accounting prac- 
tices. 

In real terms the OECD- 
wide growth figure for 
1996 had been lowered by 
"slightly more than a quar- 
ter" percentage point while 
"(we) hardly changed our 
view on growth few 1997." 
he said. 

Noting that cyclical 
divergences across major 
OECD regions should be 
followed by increased con- 
vergence in 1997, the 
OECD said the United 
States had achieved a "soft 
landing" with sustainable 
growth and stable inflation. 
It projected l\S. growth 
rates of 2.3 and 2.0 per cent 
for this year and next. 

Mr. Shigehara said the 
OECD assumed “some" 
monetary tightening in the 
second half, noting that 
"the risk of overhearing is 
sufficiently strong that 
; monetary amhcaiiies 
should, in our err on 
the side of caution r 

As for Japan, strong first- 
quarter data released this 
week showed that recovery 
was becoming more broad- 
ly based, with private 
spending joining public 
demand in bolstering 
growth, likely to rise some- 
what from 2.2 per cent this 
year to 2.4 per cent in 
1997. 

But Mr. Shigehara said 
some "temporary factors" 
explained die strong first- 
quarter performance and 
said he would “not be sur- 
prised" if there was a 
weakening in the second 
quarter. 

He said Japan would 
need to reverse the deterio- 
ration of public finances 
but stressed that activity 
could be supported despite 
fiscal consolidation 

through “judicious use of 
monetary policy.’* 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDONER) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion 
markets Friday. 


SI .00 costs 1.3658/68 
I.527S/8S 
1.7126/36 
1. 2584/94 
31.44/48 
5.1779/29 
1537.4/8.9 
108.90/00 
6.6340/40 
6.5340/90 
5.S820/70 
1.4090/00 
0.7903/08 
7.7406/11 
One Sterling SI .5396/06 
Gold (ounce) $383.10/383.60 


Canadian dollar 
German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese Yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 
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Dutch striker Dennis Bergkamp (left) concentrates while running as his team mate Jordi Cruyff looks on while 
coach Guus Hid dink i right) adjusts the net during a Dutch National Soccer team’s training session In Liverpool, 
June 20. The Netherlands will play France in the quarter-finals of the European Soccer Championships on June 22. 
(Reuters photo) 


Dutch captain calls for unity 


LIVERPOOL (R) — Dutch 
captain Danny Blind is 
attempting to smooth over 
the rifts in the Netherlands 
camp in the build-up to his 
side’s Euro 96 quarter-final 
against France at Anfield 
Saturday. 

This week’s 4-1 defeat by 
England has inevitably been 
linked to the absence of 
midfielder Edgar Davids, 
sent home amid accusations 
coach Guus Hiddink was 
favouring certain players, 
but Blind claims the level of 
discontent has been exag- 
gerated. 

‘They’re all rumours," 
insisted the 34-year-old 
defender, a pivotal figure in 
the outstanding Ajax side 
which has supplied the bulk 


Ajax and there haven’t been 
any problems at all. Nothing 
has changed." 

Blind did concede, how- 
ever. there had been a 
breakdown in on-field com- 
munications in the second 
half at Wembley which con- 
tributed to his side's worst 
international defeat for 21 


years. 

“The worst thing you can 
have is a team in two 
minds," said Blind, admit- 
ting some players had 
ignored instructions as 
England took a grip on the 
game. 

“Normally there’s no 
problem but on Tuesday 
there was because some 


players wanted to go into 
attack when they should- 
have stayed back.” 

Ironically, Hiddink’s best 
way out of trouble is to pick 
Patrick KJuivert, one of the 
players to have apparently 
supported Davids, on the 
same pitch where he took 
Ireland apart in last 
December’s qualifying 
play-off. 

The Dutch won 2-0 with 
two Kluivert goals crown- 
ing a majestic performance, 
but Blind feels the game 
obscured the reasons why 
the Dutch failed to qualify 
by the conventional route. 

“We played one good 
game at Anfield and every- 


of the Dutch squad. 

“I’ve played, for many 


years with all these guys at 


f % Saturday’s j£iii&$6 sch^dDle on Jlir 
I* Spajtv England & : Channels 

8:30 jxnc Harwel l 




one said Holland were 
favourites” recalled Blind. 
“The expectations at home 
have been very big and 
unrealistic.” 

Expectations in France 
could scarcely be higher, 
given their 26-match 
unbeaten record and their 
effective progress to the last 
eight under Aime Jacquet- 

“The French are in good 
shape" agreed Blind, 
“they're a very good team 
with a lot of confidence.. J 
see them as one of the 
favourites. They’re a com- 
plete side." 

No-one in England is in 
danger of forgetting the 
Wembley scoreline, and 
public opinion suggests a 
Dutch revival is about as 
likely as a Beatles reunion 
concert in neighbouring 
Stanley park this weekend. 


Sacchi 
dismisses 
all talk of 


quitting 


ALSAGER (R) ■ Italy 
coach Am go Sacchi 

Thursday dismissed all talk 
of quitting after his side’s 
elimination from the 
European Championship. 

Sacchi, who signed a new 
two-year contract with the 
Italian Football Federation 
in March, said at his final 
news conference before bis 
squad left for home: T 
have no intention of resign- 
ing. 

“If my new contract had 
been conditioned by the 
results of Euro 96 I would 
not have signed it.” he told 
reporters before the squad 
left its tr ainin g base. 

“I have signed a contract 
only two months ago. I 
would like to continue as 
the Italian coach. If they 
don’t want me I will be on 
the market. However, I 
would like to remain and 
continue to work as the 
national coach. 

Italy were eliminated 
after being held to a goal- 
less draw by Germany in 
their final Group C match 
at Old Trafford on 
Wednesday. 

A victory would have 
seen them through to the 
last eight. Although they 
finished with four points 
from their three group 
games, the same tally as 
die Czech Republic, they 
were eliminated because 
they lost to the Czechs 2-1 
last Friday. 

After Wednesday’s disap- 
pointing outcome 

Federation President 
Amonio Matarrese pledged 
his support for Sacchi. 

But Matarrese is guaran- 
teed his position only for 
the next two months when 
he bids for re-election 
against Luciano Nizzola, 
president of the League. 



Czech National soccer team coach Dusan Uhrin happi- 
ly smiles at the press conference a day after the Czech 
Republic qualified to the quarterfinals at the EURO 96 
(Reuters photo) 


Hats off to Germans, 


says Czech coach 


LIVERPOOL (R) — Czech 
Republic coach Dusan 
Uhrin offered thunks to 
Germany while his Russian 
opposite number Oleg 
Romantsev said he would 
not quit after a night of 
Euro 96 high drama at 
Anfield. 

Uhrin. whose team quali- 
fied for the quarter-finals 
following a dramatic 3-3 
draw against Russia, 
acknowledged their debt to 
Germany. 

“I take my hat off to 
them.” he said after the 
Germans held Italy to a 
goalless draw with only 10 
men. enabling the Czech 
Republic to take second 
place in group C to secure a 
iast-eigbt place. 

Captain Miroslav Kadlec 
and his wife also had a part 
to play, even though Kadlec 
was suspended. 

Telephoning his wife, 
who was followimg the 
Germany-Italy game on 
television, he managed to 


keep his team mates up to 
date with news of the Old 
Trafford match. 

But only on the final 
whistle was it confirmed 
they had made it, prompting 
the Czech players to throw 
their shins into the crowd in 
a joyful emotional release. 

The future wife of substi- 
tute Vladimir Smicer may 
have mixed feelings about 
the outcome. His late goal 
meant their wedding on 
June 2S may have to be 
postponed if the Czechs 
continue to progress. 

Uhrin, never a man to 
become over-excited, said 
he would digest the lessons 
of the performance against 
Russia before starting to 
think about the Portugese. 

“I don't know why we did 
so badly at the start of the 
second half,” he said, “but I 
don’t think it should happen 
again.” 


Sad Russians brace themselves for purge 
following disappointing performance 


LIVERPOOL (R) — 

Russia’s dejected soccer 
players on Thursday pre- 
pared to fly home and face 
the purge which will 
inevitably follow their 
hugely disappointing per- 
formance in the European 
Championship. 

The side were tipped as 
one of the dark horses of 
Euro 96 but showed an 
alarming tendency to crum- 
ble at the first sign of adver- 
sity and only briefly were 
seen at their best. 

“The team needs a lot of 
work on its mental attitude. 
I turned out to be a pretty 
mediocre psychologist,” 
admitted manager Oleg 
Romantsev. who has much 
to do before the next World 
Cup qualifying campaign 
starts later this year. 

Even judged by the sorry 
record of former Soviet 
sides in recent major cham- 
pionships. Russia were 
poor. For 45 minutes each 
game strikers forgot where 
the goal was, defenders fell 
asleep and goalkeepers 
played as if clad in lead 
boots. 

“A team which can only 
play for one half of a match 
cannot count on good 
results” said Romantsev, 
widely praised for uniting 
the players after many 
senior squad members 
mutinied against previous 
manager Pavel Sadyrin in 
1994. 

But by the end of Russia’s 
Euro 96 campaign 
Romantsev had publicly 
lambasted his team for lack- 
ing fighting spirit and mem- 
orably said the best players 
in the defeat by Germany 
were those on the bench. 


He sent home top scorer 
Sergei Kiryakov for under- 
mining squad morale, 
promising never to select 

him again, and then 

indulged in a war of words 
with winger Andrei 
Kanchelskis who bad 

objected to being played in 
defence. 

Once Kiryakov had 

returned to Germany, where 
he plays for Karlsruhe, he 
said the squad was frag- 
mented and unhappy with 
Roman tsev’s authoritarian 
style. 

“Kiryakov went in the 
morning and by the evening 
the players bad forgotten 
who be was. No one asked 
me to change my mind. I 
should have sent him home 
earlier,” scoffed Romantsev. 

But several of the foreign- 
based key players, used to 
the greater freedom of 
expression enjoyed in west- 
ern sides, made it clear they 
objected to Romantsev's 
Soviet-era approach. 

“He just looks at you and 
makes it quite clear you're a 
piece of dirt," complained 
one experienced squad 
member. 

Romantsev bad a large 
pool of talent to choose 
from but when it came to 
the crunch too many players 
were out of form. 

He was not helped by the 
fact that several of the so- 
called stars who went 
abroad ended up playing for 
mediocre sides where 
acceptance of defeat quick- 
ly became the norm. 

“We will, of course, con- 
tinue to invite players based 
abroad, since they are the 
strongest. But we will not 
choose as many as we have 


done up to now,” he said. 

This appears likely to 
leave players as udinese 
midfielder Igor Shalimov 
and Reggiana striker Igor 
Simuienkov, who achieved 
little during the tournament, 
out in the cold. 

Stalwarts like Foggia 
striker Igor Kolyvanov and 
Austria Tirol goalkeeper 
Stanislav Gberchesov might 
also be worried after their 
indifferent performances. 

Perhaps the main culprit 
was captain Viktor Onopko, 
now playing for struggling 
Spanish side Oviedo, who 
looked a shadow of his 
usual confident self. 

But Russian Soccer Union 
President Vyacheslav 
Koloskov said there was a 
good reason for this. 

“The man hasn't had a 
break for two years. He 
played in the 1994 World 
Cup, the 1994-5 UEFA 
champions’ league, the 
1995 Russian season, the 
1995-96 champions’ league 
again and finally he went to 
Oviedo and has played non- 
stop for them,” he said. 

One player likely to bene- 
fit from future changes is 
Lanky Rotor Volgograd 
striker Oleg Veretennikov 
who has played exception- 
ally well this season. 

But few others in Russia 
catch the eye and 
Romantsev's plight looks 
likely to increase when 
Spartak Moscow midfielder 
Hya Tsymbalar and defend- 
er Yuri Nikiforov succumb 
to the inevitable and sign 
for foreign clubs. 




Fngiand and Spain in hunt 
for elusive success at Euro 96 c 


LONDON fiO — England 
and Spain, two of the great- 
est under-achievers in inter- 
national soccer, come face 
to face at Wembley 
Saturday in what is bound 
to be an emotionaL highly- 
charged Euro 96 quarter- 
final. 

Despite the triumphs of 
Real Madrid. Barcelona, 
Manchester United, 

Liverpool and other Spanish 
and English clubs in 
European competition over 
the last 40 years, their 
national teams have in con- 
trast won just one major 
title each. 

Spain were European 
champions in 1964. 
England were World cham- 
pions in 1966. Since then 
neither country has won 

any thin g. 

Now they both appear to 
hate a realistic chance of 
ending that barren spell. 

England come into the 
match brimming with confi- 
dence after their stunning 4- 
1 win over the Netherlands 
in their final group match 
on Tuesday. 

Spain enter the fray 
unbeaten in 19 matches 
since the 1994 World Cup in 
the United States, with a 
will-to-win second to none 
and an equally strong sense 
of team work as England. 

Coaches Terry Venables 
and Javier Clemente are 
also old rivals from the mid- 
1980s when Venables was 
coach at Barcelona and 


Clemente was in charge at 
Espanyol, Barcelona’s sec- 
ond team. 

Spanish goalkeeper 

Andoni Zubizarreta and 
Guillermo Amor, who 
scored the winner against 
Romania in their last group 
game, played for Barcelona 
under Venables and the 
English coach admits the 
match has special meaning 
for him. 

“It does give it an extra 
flavour but it could hardly 
be more exciting anyway.” 
he said on Thursday. 

Like Venables. Clemente 
has been the target of 
intense media criticism :»T 
home and this week was 
involved in a scuffle with u 
Spanish radio reporter, 
sparking even more vilifica- 
tion from the Spanish press. 

Venables has also been a 
target for the doubters, but 
after England's 2-0 win 
over Scotland last Saturday 
and Tuesday’s destruction 
of the Dutch, he comes into 
the match riding a wave of 
popularity that could yet 
help carry his team all the 
way to victory in the final 
on June 30. 

But Spain will be no 
pushovers. Ten of their 
players have already had 
their names taken or been 
sent off. Unlike Spanish 
teams of old. Clemente's 
side is not afraid of a scrap 
and defensively they will 
probably not capitulate as 
the Dutch did if they fall 


behind. 

Venables has two injury 
concerns. Centre-back Tony 
Adams is doubtful with 
inflammation of scar tissue 
on a troublesome knee and 
wide midfielder Darren 
Anderton. who has 
improved with every game, 
has a hamstring strain. Both 
players missed training cm 
Thursday. 

Venables will also be 
without the suspended Paul 
lnce following two yellow 
cards, and his absence could 
allow Fernando Hierro 
more freedom to create in 
midfield. 

David Platt will almost 
certainly take over from 
ince in the middle, but 
Venables will wait until the 
last possible moment before 
making any more changes. 

Clemente, who has no 
serious injury worries^ 
could start with ailetkxf 
Madrid's Jose-Luis 

Caminero in place of Real’s 
Jose Amavisca in midfield 
following two poor games. 

Spain and England have 
clashed 16 times. England 
winning 10 times. Spain 
five, with one draw. 

Spain won on their last 
visit to Wembley for a 
friendly in 19$ i, but have 
not beaten England in a 
competitive match since the 
1950 World Cup finals in 
Brazil. 


Police happy with fans, 


warn against complacency 


m i « 


LIVERPOOL (R) — The police officer in 
charge of security at Euro 96 said he was 
bappy with the way fans had behaved but 
warned against complacency over possi- 
ble hooliganism. 

“We still have a long way to go. You 
.fraye to excuse my pessimism but the 

i’ll * Li -Li .J 


said on Thursday. 

“I’m pleased with the way things have 
gone so far but we will still have concerns 
until the final is over. The further a 
torunament progresses, the more passion- 
ate the fans tend to become.” 

Several British tabloids had predicted 
the tournament would turn into a “hooli- 
gans’ World Cup”, with blood flowing 
freely inside stadiums and city centres. 

But reality could not have been more 
different. 

Well-behaved fans from all 16 countries 
mingled freely from the start, more keen 
to exchange badges and addresses than 
punches. Even high-risk matches passsed 
off peacefully. 

"Things have gone far better than 
expected. If you look at international soc- 
cer, you could think that certain teams we 
have had here might cause problems but 
we have had none at all,” said inspector 
Dave Cooper of Liverpool police. 

Police forces in the seven venues away 
from London’s Wembley Stadium report- 
ed just a handful of arrests at each of the 
21 first-round matches, with many saying 
the games had been significantly quieter 
than domestic fixtures. 

“The credit for this goes partly to the 


supporters and partly to us and also shows 
the value of early planning," said George, 
who spent two years preparing for the 
championship. 

Police said that a high-profile campaign 
aimed at British soccer hooligans in the 
run-up { to Euro.96 had helped deter many 
.‘potential troublemakers. ' 

■ Tt ? s been really quite ' wonderful, ft’s 
been a pleasure to have these fans in the 
city." said Jennifer Milliken of 
Nottingham police. 

The one blot on the scoresheet was the 
135 arrests made outside Wembley 
Stadium — which staged three group 
matches — and in central London after 
the England-Scotland game. 

But this was nothing compared to the 
numbers detained after the same match in 


previous years. 

Most of those arrested had been trying 
to resell match tickets — which is illegal 
in Britain — while others were caught 
scuffling or found drunk. 

Fears that foreign fans would smuggle 
fireworks and weapons into the grounds 
have proved baseless so far. Sheffield 
police boarded every supporters' coach 
and invited fans to deposit banned items 
into plastic bags with no questions asked 

Some police were cynical at the way 
tabloids had quickly focused their atten- 
tion on how well the fans had behaved 
when U became clear there would be no 
widespread violence. 

“We all sat here stunned wondering 
how they could change their tune so fast,” 
said Joanne Gibbs of Birmingham police. 


Johansson praises English officials 


LONDON IR)- UEFA President Lennart Johansson praised the English soccer anthori- 
ties and saluted the fans m a thumbs-up tor Euro 96 on Friday 

Johansson said: “We never doubted the Football Association (F.A.) and the English 
authorities would be able to run this event. c 

So it is a pleasure to say the organisation. and security are excellent I feel sure that mv 
friend (F. A. Chaiiman.) Sir Bert MilJichip, as well as his staff. L?gh“^ 

Johansson added tt,e tournament had been the memorable event European soccer’s gov- 
emrng body UEFA had anticipated it would be when they agreed to hoIdUin England 

TJe atmosphere has been fantastic, not least thanks to the spectators " he said * 

inSPirati0n f ° r the Playere ’ ™ far their behaviour 

geS.le P U^ B d “ aCheS ^ * e Phase a spectacular show, full of unfor- 

Johansson played down criticism of referees that marked the first week of the touma- 
menu 

“In general. I am also vety satisfied with the referees." he explained. "At the besinning 
they were blamed for giving wo many yellow cards but rhev n„i„ g .- ’ 

and the guidelines of UEFA in order to protect ^.e y ““ ulstruct,on5 

“And now I feel that everybody who cares about the »amt» . 

as well as media and public, are pleased withTe omco™ „o broken 7???* 
cinating and skilful details." no broken ,e ® s but tas ‘ 
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Sharone Stone & 
William Baldwin 
in 


Sliver 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Gerard Depardieu 
in 

My Father 
the Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Vs'.V^a'v 


CONCORD “I” 

*Jodi Foster in Nell 



Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 

CONCORD “2" 


Batman Forever 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 


J&**.****, Theatre ^ 

V V A.. -TEL 1 

presents 


Five-Star 


Government 


Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 


at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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£ llUnt Sosa hits league-leading 24th homer 
h r ° ^in Cubs win; Astros beat Dodgers 


Jordan Times, Saturday , June 22 , 19 L * 
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SAN DIEGO (R) — Jaime 
Navarro scattered four hits 
over 7 2/3 innings and 
Sammy Sosa cracked his 
league-leading 24th homer 
as the Chicago Cubs held 
on for a 3-2 win over the 
San Diego Padres Thurs- 
day. 

Navarro (4-8) allowed 
two runs on pinch-hitter 
Marc Newfield’s two-run 
homer in the eight inning. 
He did not walk a barter and 
struck out six to avenge a 2- 
I loss to San Diego five 
days ago. 

‘ V 1 felt strong, but the last 
few innings, f started to get 
tired and it was a hanging 
sKder to Newfield," Navaro 
said. 

Leo Gomez led off the 
fifth with a solo homer off 
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gao an early lead. With two 
out in the sixth and the 
Cubs leading 1-0, Sosa 
belted a 3-2 pitch off Wor- 
rell over the left-centre field 
fence to make it 3-0 as San 
Diego fell to 3-16 in the 
month of June. 

“Sammy has been cutting 
down on the strikeouts in 
recent weeks" said Cubs 
manager Jim Riggleman. 
‘The power is still there, 
but he is putting in more 
hits.” 

In Montreal Moises 
AJ ou’s three-run homer 
capped a four-run first 
inning and the Expos 
cruised to their seventh win 
in nine games, an 8-3 tri- 
umph over the Sl Louis 
Cardinals. 

Danin Fletcher and 
Henry Rodriguez also 


The Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Hideo Nomo (left) is late with the tag while cover- 
ing home plate June 20, as the Houston Astros Craig Biggjo scores on a Nomo wild 
pitch in the first inning in Los Angeles. (Reuters photo) 


homered for the Expos. Jt 
was the 23rd home run for 
Rodriquez. 

Mark Grudzielanek had 
three hits, including a lead- 
off triple off Todd StottJe- 
myre (6-5) in the Expos' 
first. Mike Lansing singled 
him home and Rodriguez 
walked before Alou hit a 2- 
2 pitch over the left-field 
fence for his 10th homer. 

Kirk Rueter (4-4) allowed 
three runs and seven hits 
over 5 2/3 innings to pick 
up the win. 

In New York, Dave Burba 
allowed three runs over six 
innings for his first win of 
the season and Bret Boone 
and Willie Greene added 


solo homers as the Cincin- 
nati Reds beat the New 
York Mets 5-3. 

Burba (1-S) allowed six 
hits in his first win since 
last September 22. Hector 
Carrasco and Jeff Shaw- 
combined to retire the last 
nine batters in wder for 
Cincinnati. 

Reggie Sanders added 
fourliits as the Reds won 
for the sixth time in seven 
road games. 

Mets starter Bobby Jones 
(6-4) surrendered five runs 
and eight hits in a losing 
effort. 

In Los Angeles. Jeff Bag- 
well snapped a sixth-inning 
tie with a solo homer off 


Hideo Nomo and rookie 
Donne wall remained 
unbeaten as the Houston 
Astros beat the Dodgers 4- 
2 . 

The Astros pulled with St. 
Louis atop the central divi- 
sion, while the Dodgers 
saw their lead over Col- 
orado and San Francisco 
slip to one game in the 
west. 

With the score tied at 2-2 
in the top of the sixth. Bag- 
well deposited Nomo's (8- 
6) 2-1 pitch w f ell over the 
left-field fence for bis 21st 
home run. 

Wall allowed two runs 
and seven hits to raise his 
record to a perfect 5-0. 


Anderson, Palmeiro homers lift Orioles past Texas 


BALTIMORE (R) — 
Brady Anderson and 
Rafael Palmeiro launched 
third-inning. borne runs to 
lift the Baltimore Orioles 
to a 3-2 win over the Tfexas...,, 
Rangers on. Thursday. ... 

The win' was just the 
Orioles' second in 10 
games against Texas this 
season. 

There's always going to 
be some teams during the 
season that you struggle 
against," Anderson said. 
“Texas has been one of 
them for us.’' 

Anderson tied the game 
at 2-2 in the third inning as 
he belted his 25th homer 
of the year off Kevin 
Gross (7-5), tying him 
with Cleveland’s Albert 
Belle for the Major 
League lead. Palmeiro 
then followed with his 
16th homer three batters 
later to put the Orioles 
ahead for good. 

Anderson also preserved 
che win by throwing out 
Kevin Elster attempting 
the score in the eighth 
i nnin g. 

David Wells (4-6) went 7 
1/3 innin gs, allowing two 
runs and six hits. He 
struck out four and did not 
walk a batter. 

Dean Palmer hit his 1 7th 
homer for Texas, but Ivan 
Rodriguez’s 19-game hit- 
ting streak, the longest 
current streak in the 
Majors, came to an end 
with a 0-for-3 effort. 

In Cleveland. Kenny 
Lofton’s one-out single in 
the bottom of the ninth 
scored pinch-runner 
Jeroray Bumitz with the 
w innin g run as the Indians 
beat the Boston Red Sox 
5-4. 

The Indians have won all 
10 meetings with the Red 
Sox this season, outscor- 
ing them, 79-36. 

Manny Ramirez and Jim 
Thome each homered off 
Boston starter Roger 
Gemens. 

Paul Shuey (I -1) worked 
two scoreless innings for 
his first Major-League 
win. Mike Stanton (3-2) 
took the loss. 

In Chicago, Paul Sorren- 
to and Joey Cora each 
drove in two runs to lead 
the Seattle Mariners to a 
8-5 win over the White 
Sox in their first game 
since losing Ken Griffey 
Jr. to injury. 

Sorrento homered and , 
doubled twice for the 
Mariners, who learned 
Thursday that Griffey like- , 
ly will be sidelined for up i 


to a month after undergo- 
ing surgery on a broken 
wrist bone,' 

Sterling Hitchcock (6-3) 
allowed three runs and 
■nine . hits .ini,, .surplus 
. innings for the. win. . . 

Sorrento doubled and 
scored in the second 
inning, added a RBI dou- 
ble in the fifth for a 5-0 
lead and hit a solo homer 
off White Sox starter 
Kevin Tapani (7-4) in the 
seventh. 

In Detroit, Frank 
Rodriguez picked up his 
third win in his last four 
starts and Ron Coomer's 
pinch-hit two-run single 
highlighted a three-run 
eighth as the Minnesota 
Twins beat the Tigers 7-3. 

Rodriguez (6-7) allowed 
three runs, eight hits, 
struck out two and walked 
none over seven innings. 

Marty Cordova homered 
off loser Omar Olivares 
(3-3) in Minnesota’s three- 
run fourth. 

Bobby Higginson home- 
red in the first and third to 
briefly give Detroir the 
lead. Cecil fielder also 
smacked his I7th homer 
for the Tigers, losers of 
five in a row. 

In Milwaukee. Mark 
Langston allowed three 
runs over seven innings 
and Randy Velarde and 


Don Slaught drove in 
three runs apiece as the 
red-hot California Angels 
beat the Brewers 10-3. 

Langston t'5-5) allowed 
, ,4ye bit£.as,C«)K 9 mia won 
.iJbr.the-J.lih timeinits last 
12 games. Brian Givens 
(1-2) was shelled for seven 
runs and nine hits in 3 1/3 
innings for Milwaukee. 

Velarde had an RBI dou- 
ble in the first inning and 
Tun-scoring singles in the 
third and fourth. Slaught 
added a two-run single in 
the fourth. 

Greg Vaughn notched 
his 20th homer for Mil- 
waukee, his sixth in eight 
games. 

In Oakland, Pat Hentgen 
and Mike Timlin com- 


bined on a two-hitter and 
Ed Sprague drove in the 
only run of the game as 
the Toronto Blue Jays 
blanked the Athletics 1-0, 
for their, season -high 

.fourth .straight Mfin. 

Hentgen (7-5) limited 
theA's two hits over eight 
innings. After allowing a 
walk to Rafael Bouroigal 
in the first, he retired the 
next 13 batters. Hentgen 
did not allow a hit until 
Ernie Young's double in 
the sixth. Timlin pitched a 
perfect ninth for his 12th 
save. 

The Jays gave Hentgen 
all the support he would 
need with a run off Don 
Wengert (2-5) in the third. 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, complete kitchen, washing room, full bath- 
room, living room, dining room, family room, private garden. 
Located in a quiet area near the Baccalaureate School. 

Call : 841118 or 729235 
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 


1993 HAT CROMA, Red Rose, Fully Loaded: 
Auto ge ar Mirrors and Windows. Price JD 5950 

^^.1 TeL Fax 829014-821884 I 
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TRY RJ CITY TERMINAL AND BEAT 
AIRPORT TENSION 

Let us help you avoid the airport crunch! Just swing over to 
Royal Jordanian new 7th Circle City Terminal open from 7:30 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and check your baggage p get your board- 
ing pass, pay your departure fee and let us drive you to the air- 
port There you'll be whisked through a special gate directly to 
immigration then off to your departure gate waiting area. It’s a 
breeze with City Terminal .This service is available for pas- 
sengers on all RJ flights, except departures to Beirut and 
Moscow, in which case baggage must be checked in one day 
ahead of the scheduled departure date. For further informa- 
tion, call one of our friendly Royal Jordanian representatives 
at : 856855, or 856865. 

HAPPY FLYING ON RJ 


Lewis and 
Johnson make 
Olympic team 

ATLANTA (R) — Carl 
Lewis and Michael John- 
son, the two biggest names 
in American athletics, 
clinched Olympic berths in 
contrasting styles Wednes- 
day. 

Eight-time Olympic 
champion Lewis, who had 
finished last in the 100 
metres at the U.S. Trials, 
leaped 8.30 metres (27 
feet, 2 3/4 inchest on his 
second long jump attempt 
and hung on for the third 
and final U.S. Spot in the 
event. 

“It’s been an amazing 
run," said the soon-to-be 
35-year-old Lewis, who 
has won the last three con- 
secutive Olympic long 
jumps. 

“TTiis is a very exciting 
time for me because the 
long jump has always been 
my favourite event. I 
thought 1 had a chance in 
the 100. Just to be up here 
with a chance to go to the 
Olympics again is a 
tremendous feeling.” 

World champion John- 
son. meanwhile, raced to 
the third fastest 400 metr- 
ers of all time. 43.44 sec- 
onds, for his 53rd consecu- 
tive victory in the event. 
But he said a poor reaction 
to the staner's gun cost him 
a world record. 

Still, only Butch 
Reynolds, whose world 
record is 43.29 seconds, 
and Johnson, who won the 
World Championship last 
year in 43.39 seconds, have 
run faster. 

Reynolds, the 1988 
Olympic silver medallist, 
claimed the second spot in 
43.91 seconds as he ran 
under 44 seconds for the 
first time since 1988. 

World record-holder 
Mike Powell dramatically 
came from sixth to win the 
long jump at 8.39 metres 
(27 feet, 6 1/2 inches). 

Joe Greene, the 1992 
Olympic bronze medallist, 
finished second at 8.34 
-metres -f27-feet,-4- 1/2 inch- - 
«s) ■as'-the- same >team that 
represented the United 
States in Barcelona will be 
returning to Atlanta next 
month. 

The 28-year-old Johnson, 
for whom the Olympic 
schedule was changed so 
that he could attempt to 
become the first male to 
win gold at 200 and 400 
metres in the same games, 
now joins Lewis in the 200- 
metre qualifying beginning 
on Friday. 





Chicago Bulls' general manager Jerry Krause (left i and Phil Jackson t right) answer 
questions at a press conference after Jackson agreed to a new one-year contract to 
coach the Chicago Balls for the I996-97season (Reuters photo) 

Bulls sign coach Phil 
Jackson to new contract 


DEERFIELD, Illinois iRi 
— Phil Jackson, the only 
basketball coach whom 
superstar Michael Jordan 
wants to play for. agreed to 
a new one-year contract 
with the NBA champion 
Chicago Bulls, the team 
announced Thursday. 

Neither Jackson nor Bulls 
general manager Jerry 
Krause would disclose the 
value of the contract, but 
various broadcast reports 
put the deal between $2 
million and S 3 million for 
the 1996-97 campaign, a 
figure that would make 
Jackson one of the highesi- 
paid coaches in this or any 
sport. 

"It's what I wanted and 
what they wanted " Jackson 
said at a news conference at 
the club’s suburban practice 
facility. 

"This one season was a 
season in which I felt was 
going to be my last” he 
admitted. “But ... with this 
type of a season and the 
encouragement I received 
from the ballplayers as they 
left yesterday to continue to 
?oach, it was an impossible 
task to walkaway from," fie 
"said. 

Jackson was named NBA 
coach of the year after guid- 
ing the Bulls to a record 72- 
10 regular season mark, and 
watched his team win its 
fourth championship in six 
years with their victory over 
the Seattle Supersonics 
Sunday. 

In seven seasons as Chica- 
go’s head coach, the Bulls 
have a 416-160 record and 
Jackson owns the highest 



REMINDER 
PRIMARY DENTAL 
FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION 


To be conducted by the Royal College of Surgeons in Ire- 
land in this University from Saturday 20th July to Tuesday 
23rd July, 1996. 

The examination comprises both written papers and oral 
examinations in (a) Anatomy (b) Physiology and (c) 
Pathology and Microbiology of importance in dental 
surgery. 

All dental graduates are eligible to apply to take the 
examination but the RCS in Ireland retains the right to 
decide who may sit its examinations. 

The fee for this examination is JD400 which must be 
received together with an application form completed in 
English and the required supporting documents by the 
Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, Jordan University of Science 
and Technology, P.O.Box 3030, Irbid, Jordan ( Tel. 
02295111- Fax 295123 ) by midday Wednesday 26th 
June, 1996 at the latest. 

For application forms and further details please 
contact the Dean of Dentistry JUST. 


WANTED 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

Established Jordanian food processing 
company seeks professional sales repre- 
sentatives with the following qualifications: 

* Minimum BSc or BA degree 

* Minimum 3 years sales experience- 
preferably in food industry 

* Strong personality 

* Strong communication skills 

* Valid driving licence 
Salary & Commission 

Please send CV and cover letter to : 

Fax: 723963 
or 

P.O.Box 250, 

Sahab Industrial Estate, Jordan. 


postseason winning per- 
OL'Utagc of an> NBA couch 

Whatever the actual fig- 
ure. Jael.Non'N new contract 
will likely pa> more than 
double hi> S8("il».0O0 
of lait season, considered a 
paiir\ sum for a man who 
uwn» more championship 
rings than ,m> active coach 
but Miami’s I v at Riley, who 
also won lour NBA' title-* 
during hi.s day s coaching 
the Los Angeles Laker. . 

Jackson, perhaps a> a 
negotiating ploy, had sug- 
gested that he was consider- 
ing taking some time oil 
from coaching if he did not 
receive an acceptable offer. 
However, he told reporters 
that he and team manage- 


ment haJ "agreed to agree" 
on a new deal weeks ago. 

Jackson's signing »s the 
first step in keeping the 
championship pii.vte 

together Jordan. the 
world's greatest basketball 
player, is a tree agent and 
has sanl he would not stay 
in Chicago without Jack- 
son. 

Jordan, who makes only .1 
traction of his estimated S 
40 million annual income 
from salon — the ltujotuv 
comes from endoisemem 
deals — has been quoted .c. 
saying he deserves MS mil- 
lion to S 20 million per sea- 
son to re-sign with the 
Bulls. 


Job opportunities in a 
Grand Tourist Project 
in Dubai 

1. Qualified Chartered Accountant : 

• 5 Year experience in five star hotels 
or prestigious restaurants. 

• Age between 25 - 40. 

• Fluent in written and spoken English and Arabic. 

• Gulf experience is an asset. 

• Computer literate. 

• Good Personality and Leadership. ~ 

2. Chief Accountant (internal Auditor) : 

• 5 Year experience in a group of companies 
and/or Industrial Companies. 

• Age between 25 - 40. 

• Fluent in written and spoken English and Arabic. 

• Computer literate. 

• Bachelor of Sciences in Accounting 

• Gulf experience is an asset. 

• Good Personality and Leadership. 

* Attractive Salary, Accommodation and 
Transportation allowances. 

Please send your Curriculum Vitae and 
a recent photo to the following Address : 

C/o The General Manager 
P.O. Box : 2357 Dubai UA.E. 


i ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

; INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Date: 18/6/1996 

| Loan No.: 69 66 400 

i IFB No.: 45/96/K1W/ANIS/GA 

r 

i I.The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a 
j loan from Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau in 
! Deutsche Marks for the Water Supply of Greater 
j Amman. It is intended that part of the proceeds of 
j this loan will be applied to eligible payments under 
! the contract(s) for which this IFB has been issued. 

i 

1 2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
j Bidders in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and 
• the Federal Republic of Germany (eligible Bidders) 
i for supply and installation of Geographic Information 
| System (GIS) Computer Software for the Amman 
i Network Information System (ANIS), as well as relat- 
j ed data conversion and staff training. 

j3. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further 
i information from, and inspect the bidding documents 
| at the office of the Secretary General, Tenders Divi- 
Ision, Water Authority, P.O. Box 2412 Amman, Jor- 
; dan, Tel. 680100, Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO, Fax. 679143. 

j 4. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible Bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of JD 50. 

5. AH bids must be submitted in separate envelopes, 
marked “technical" and “financial", be accompanied 
by a bid security in the amount of JD 2.000- (in 
j words: two thousand Jordan Dinars) and must be 
delivered to the office not later than 1200 hours, Jor- 
| dan local time, on Wednesday, 17/7/1996. 

6. Thursday, 11/7/1996, is the last day set for the 
purchasing of tender documents. 

Eng. Koussai Qutelshat 
i Secretary General 
I Water Authority 
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Musa says Turkish dispute with 


Syria to be discussed at summit 


CAIRO (AP) — Arab lead- 
ers will discuss the mount' 
ing problems between Syria 
and Turkey in their summit 
today and tomorrow despite 
Turkish protests. Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said 
Friday. 

But Mr. Musa made it 
clear the Arabs do not want 
to harm relations with 
Turkey, a Muslim country 
that is not a member of the 
Arab League. 

■‘Yes. Turkey has been 
discussed and will be dis- 
cussed by the leaders/' Mr. 
Musa rold reporters after 
Friday's meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers. 

He added: ‘‘I would like 
to say that we consider our 
relations with Turkey as 
very important, and we 
hope they will be very' good 


relations/’ 

Arab countries have 
expressed concern since 
Turkey earlier this year 
signed a military training 
agreement with the Jewish 
state that allows Israeli jets 
fly in Turkish airspace from 
Turkish bases. Arabs fear 
the deal undermines their 


security. 

Syria is at odds with 
Turkey over plans by 
Ankara to build new dams 
on the Euphrates River, 
which could reduce the 
flow of water into Iraq and 
Syria. Turkey, meanwhile, 
has accused Syria of har- 
bouring Kurdish guerrillas 
who have been fighting for 
autonomy in eastern 
Turkey. 

Both Turkey and Syria 
have accused each other in 


recent days of massing 
troops along their border — 
steps both have denied. 

Turkish President 

Sule iman Demirel has 
warned Arab leaders not to 
address the military pace 
with Israel or water issues 
at the summit 

On Thursday, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Emre 
Gonensay said Turkey will 
not negotiate a water-shar- 
ing agreement unless Syria 
cracks down on Kurdish 
rebels. 

Muwaffak Al-Allaf, a 
Syrian who serves as the 
Arab League's assistant 
secretary-general, was 
quoted Friday by the 
London-based Al-Hayat 
newspaper as rejecting the 
Turkish stance. 

•’This is a ridiculous and 


a failed attempt by Turkey/’ 
Mr. Allafsaiff’. Arab lead- 
ers do not take directions 
from Turkey or Israel or 
from any other state ... and 
they will discuss what guar- 
antees standing up to any 
threats facing the Arab 
Nation.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa told 
reporters on his arrival in 
Cairo on Thursday that 
•’Syria wants to improve its 
relations with Turkey and 
does not want this tension 
and escalation." 

He added: “We think 
Turkey is escalating this sit- 
uation on purpose. — The 
Turkish-Israeli agreement 
makes the situation very 
tense, which is undesirable 
for everyone.” 


Ciller-Erbakan talks 


seen close to collapse 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey lurched towards a 
new political crisis Friday 
as talks to form an unlikely 
government alliance 
between Islamists and for- 
mer Premier Tansu Ciller's 
conservatives looked set to 
collapse amid a revolt in 
her party. 

Four deputies from Mrs. 
Ciller’s True Path Party quit 
Friday to join the right- 
wing Motherland Parly of 
her bitter rival. Mesut 
Yilmaz. 

Turkish media quoted one 
of Mrs. Ciller's party 
deputies, Ali Sonmez, as 
saying the planned coali- 
tion was “finished." 

But the pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party said a meet- 
ing between its leader 
Necmerrin Erbakan and 
Mrs. Ciller would take 
place later Friday at the 
parliament building. 

A meeting Thursday, 
which was aimed at putting 
final touches to a coalition, 
was postponed at her 


request. 

Turk! 


urkish politics has been 
in chaos since legislative 


elections in December 
failed to give any party a 
majority. 

Mr. Erbakan was asked to 
form a government on June 
7 after an earlier True Path- 
Motherland coalition col- 
lapsed amid bitter rivalry 
between the two leaders. 

But the prospects of a 
Welfare-True Path alliance 
already looked doomed 
late Thursday when 
Foreign Minister Emre 
Gonensay, who is promi- 
nent in Mrs. Ciller’s party, 
denounced the plans to give 
the Islamists their first 
share of power since the 
secular Turkish republic 
was formed in 1923. 

"I will definitely cast a no 
vote in a vote of confidence 
for a coalition government 
between True Path and the 
Welfare Party," Mr. 
Gonensay said here. 

“I don’t mind if they 
expel me from the party for 
that reason,” Mr. Gonensay 
added. 'It’s simply wrong 
to set up a coalition with 
Welfare because of the dif- 
ferences between the two 


parties. 


U.N. destroys Iraqi 
germ warfare plant 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
U.N. experts said Friday that 
they had completely 
destroyed Iraq’s main germ 
warfare plant 

A U.N. video of the 
destruction showed workers 
dynamiting buddings, 
smas hing equipment with 
trucks and spraying water on 
chemicals. The destruction 
began last month and ended 
Thursday. 

Iraq said last week that it 
would no longer allow U.N. 
inspectors into sensitive 
bases suspected of housing 
material related to its banned 


weapons programmes. 

“The A1 Hakam complex, 
which in the past produced 
germ warfare weapons, no 
longer exists/’ an official 
from the U.N. offices in 
Baghdad said. 

. A 20-member team of 
experts from the U.N. 
Special Commission on dis- 
arming Iraq (UNSCOM), 
which began its work in 
mid-May, “has finished dis- 
mantling the factory at Al- 
Hakam and is due to leave 
Iraq on Saturday,” he added. 

The factory is 80 kilome- 


tres south of Baghdad and 
has been described as the 
country '5 “largest germ war- 
fare complex,” covering an 
1 8-square- kilometre area. 

The announcement came 
as UNSCOM chief Rolf 
Ekeus was in Iraq to tty to 
convince Iraqi authorities to 
lift their ban on his inspec- 
tors visiting military sites 
suspected of hiding banned 
weapons. 

AI Hakam was the biggest 
biological plant in Iraq and 
the first to be destroyed, 
U.N. officials said, adding 
that Iraqis had provided the 
workforce for the demoli- 


tion. 

Cameras linked to the 
UNSCOM's monitoring 
centre in Baghdad had been 
installed at the plant in sev- 
eral areas, including a watch 
tower that rose, 56 metres 
above the compound. UJM 
officials have said that the 
biological file would not be 
closed after Al Hakam’s 
destruction, UNSCOM also 
supervised the demolition of 
a chemical plant at Al 
Muthanna northwest of 
Baghdad three years ago. 


Britain, EU agree 
on plan to eradicate 
mad cow disease 


FLORENCE JAP) — Britain 
and its European partners 
ended a three-month dispute 
Friday with a step-by-step 
plan to eradicate mad cow 
disease in Britain and gradu- 
ally lift a global ban on 
British beef exports. 

The accord, announced on 
the first day of a two-day 
European Union summit 
meeting, should relieve some 
of the enormous domestic 
political pressure on British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and allow the EU to focus on 
important measures that had 
been put on the back burner. 

London had retaliated 

against the EU export ban 
with a policy of non-cooper- 
ation. systematically vetoing 
all EU legislative and policy 
measures requiring a unani- 
mous vote. 

“My prime minister has 
indicated that our policy of 
non-cooperation ceases as of 
now.” British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
said after the agreement was 
announced. 

The policy angered 
Britain's European partners 
and they were relieved that 
the mad cow rift appeared to 
be behind them. 

Dutch Prime Minister Wira 
Kok called the British step 
‘Very positive" and “of major 
importance to the EU ” 

After the prime ministers 
and chiefs of state broached 
the compromise at the open- 
ing session of the summit, 
foreign ministers worked out 
the- details and presented it to 
the leaders over lunch. Chuck 
approval followed. 

The agreement included 
another S250 million to com- 
pensate beef producers 
across the 15-nation EU, 
bringing the total to just over 
51 billion, officials said.' 


Britain bad pressed the EU 
to allow beef exports to non- 
EU countries if these coun- 
tries want them. Some EU 
countries, including France, 
considered it morally unac- 
ceptable to allow’ exports to 
third countries of products 
the EU would not accept 
itself. 

Under the compromise 
deal, the EU will consider on 
a case-by-case basis requests 
for imports from non-EU 
nations until British exports 
are restored. One such coun- 
try. British officials said, 
may be South Africa 
Britain announced March 20 
there may be a link between 
mad cow disease and an 
equally fatal brain eating ail- 
ment in humans known as 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. 
The EU slapped a world- 
wide ban on exports of 
British beef, citing public 
health concerns. 

The agreement calls on the 
British government to 
slaughter selectively some 
100,000 cattle bom in 1989 
or later. These are deemed at 
high risk of contracting mad 
cow disease. 

Also, Britain must impose 
far stricter sanitary measures 
on farms, feedmills and 
slaughterhouses and monitor 
herds and individual cows 
much more closely to pre- 
vent tainted beef from enter- 
ing the food chain. 

The plan provides for step- 
by-step lifting of the ban as 
Britain complies with health 
and safety measures. As out- 
lined in an earlier version, the 
products ./listed were cattle 
embryos, beef from herds 
certified as healthy, beef 
from animals too young to 
contract the disease, and 
eventually meat from all cat- 
tle. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sunken vessels may contain chemicals 


KUWAIT (AP) — A U.N. expert warned in remarks pub- 
lished Thursday that some vessels sunken in the northern 
Gulf since the 1991 Gulf war may contain chemicals. John 
Ostergaard, an adviser to the U.N. International Maritime 
Organisation, told the Arab Times he was also worried that 
two tankers sunken in chat area may break, releasing up to 
105.000 tonnes of oil into the mostly shallow waters of the 
Gulf. Despite the absence of any official information on 
the existence of chemicals in the sunken vessels, Mr. 
Ostergaard said a team of IMO experts who visited the 
area in 1994 “observed the non-existence of plant and ani- 
mal life downstream from some of the vessels,” suggesting 
the presence of chemicals. He did not elaborate on the 
types of suspected chemicals, saying only that their pres- 
ence can be confirmed when a salvage operation begins. At 
least 100 obstacles to navigation are thought to tie in the 
northern part of the Gulf near Kuwait and Iraq as a result 
of the Gulf war and the 1980-88 Iraq- Iran war. Kuwait has 
repeatedly warned of a marine pollution disaster if the 
Iraqi tanker Amouriya, which was carrying 1 00,000 tonnes 
of crude when it sank more than five years ago in the north- 
ern Gulf, is not salvaged. 


N. Korea supplies missile materials to Egypt 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — North Korea has supplied Scud 
missile materials to Egypt in violation of U.S. antiprolifer- 
ation laws, the Washington Times daily reported Friday, 
citing a CIA report. As a result production of missiles 
could begin in Egypt soon, the newspaper quoted U.S. offi- 
cials as saying. The report said seven shipments of materi- 
als for Scud C missiles arrived in Egypt in March and 
April. The State Department is drafting a protest to Cairo 
because such shipments violate a 1990 anti-proliferation 
law and could thus lead to the imposition of economic 
sanctions against Egypt, the daily said. 


Qat plane hijacked, looted in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Two armed men hijacked a small 
plane from Somalia’s K-50 airstrip, 50 kilometres south of 
Mogadishu and forced it to land at Kilwayne airstrip, 30 
kilometres north of the capital, eyewitnesses said here 
Friday. The hijackers, who were aimed with a pistol and a 
hand-grenade, then robbed the plane in the incident 
Thursday of 530,000 after which they released the plane 
and passengers unhurt to return to Nairobi in neighbouring 
Kenya.Tbe plane had come from Kenya with a load of Qat, 
a narcotic plant stimulant chewed by Somalis and inhabi- 
tants of the Gulf. The hijackers had gained entry to K-50 
airstrip pretending to be businessmen and then bought tick- 
ets to fly to Nairobi where the plane was supposed to go. 
They commandeered the aircraft shortly after take-off and 
forced the pilot to land in Kilwayne. The plane had been 
hired in Kenya by Somali businessman Ali Aden to trans- 
port his kbar merchandise to Mogadishu. More than eight 
small planes hired in Kenya by Somali businessmen to 
transport khat land at K-50 airstrip daily. . 


Prince Hassan arrives in London on 


working visit after talks in Canada 


From Ayman Al Safadi 
in Montreal 


HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
arrived in London on a 
working visit during which 
he will attend a meeting on 
inter-Islamic dialogue 
organised by the Al al Bail 
University in cooperation 
with the Khoei Foundation, 
deliver a lecture at the 
Charlemagne Institute and 
receive an award from the 
Jewish Institute on Policy 
Research. 

The Crown Prince arrived 
in London from Montreal 
Thursday after a three-day 
official visit to Canada 
where he held talks with 
Canadian officials on the 
peace process, bilateral 
relations, refugees and 
delivered speeches on the 
peace-buildmg process as 
well as the role of non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 
during meetings organised 
by the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency. 

Prince Hassan held talks 
with Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chre’tien and 
Foreign Minister Lioyd 
Ax worthy as well as other 
Canadian officials and rep- 
resentatives of the business 


community. 


In these talks. Prince 
Hassan reiterated the 
Kingdom’s commitment to 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East, emphasised 
that the human dimensions 
of the refugees problem 
should not be ignored, and 
discussed the new business 
and economic trends and 
environment with his 
Canadian hosts. 

In a meeting with Minister 
for International 

Cooperation and 

Francophone Affairs Pierre 
Pettigrew, Prince Hassan 
expressed hope that peace- 
building will not be devoid 
of its humanistic aspect. He 
said moderate countries of 
the region should have the 
requirements of their politi- 
cal and economic security 
fulfilled so that they can 
maintain their effectiveness 
in the political situation in 
the region. 

The minister pledged to 
work towards enhancing 
cooperation with Jordan 
and to follow up on the talks 
the Prince held with other 
Canadian officials during 
his visit here on which he 
was accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath, Minister of Post 
and Telecommunications . 
Jamal Saraireh, Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf, 


Director General ^ of 
Parliament Hakam Khair 
and other officials. 

Mr. Pettigrew said the sta- 
bility and location of Jordan 
and the human resources of 
a multilingual society are 
factors that render sufficient 
and suitable business envi- 
ronment of the Kingdom. 

At a dinner hosted in hon- 
our of Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath. Mr. 
Pettigrew urged Canadian 
businesses to realise that the 
business environment in 
Jordan had changed and 
offers numerous opportuni- 
ties. 

In a speech at the dinner. 
Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s position on the 
peace process, regional 
cooperation, economic lib- 
eralisation and belief in 
inter-faith dialogue to pro- 
mote understanding among 
the followers of the three 
montheistic religions. 

Prince Hassan also 
rearticulated his views on 
the importance of address- 
ing the social, economic 
and human dimension of the 
refugee problems as well as 
the need to rehabilitate the 
economies of the region to 
render them capable of 
entering the world market 


Hekmatyar to 


be sworn in 


as premier 
Wednesday 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, chief 
of die Hezb-e-Islami faction 
in Afghanistan will be swom- 
in as prime minister on 
Wednesday, a party 
spokesman said here Friday. 

Ml Hekmatyar, 48, Mil 
arrive in Kabul on Wednesday 
for the first time since the fall 
of die communist regime in 
1992. He will be accompa- 
nied by a “big procession’’ of 
party workers and supporters, 
said spokesman Ghairat 
Baheen 

President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani will perform the 
oath-taking ceremony. 

“This is a very important 
occasion,” Mr. Baheer said, 
adding that Ml Hekmatyar 
leader had invited diplomats 
of Muslim countries and 
heads of Islamic organisa- 
tions in Pakistan and abroad to 
attend the ceremony. 

Mr. Hekmatyar was 
appointed prime minis ter 
under the May 24 peace 
accords he signed with Mr. 
Rabbani Mr. Baheer said Ml 
Hekmatyar bad already nomi- 
nated Wabeedullah Saboon as 
defence minister and Abdul 
Sal am Hashrai as finance 
minister. 

Under the political and mili- 
tary accord, the Hezb-e-lslami 
will also get the portfolios of 
deputy foreign minister and 
deputy interior minister. Mr. 
Baheer said. They will be 
named laiet 

A former foe of Ml 
Rabbani, Mr. Hekmatyar was 
first named prime minis ter 
under a multi-party accord 
following die collapse of the 
pro-Moscow regime in KabuL 
But be never entered the 
Afghan capital. He resigned 
the premiership two years ago 
and allied his forces with 
northern warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostam who staged an 
abortive coup against Mr. 
Rabbani in January 1994. 

Mr. Hekmaiyar’s base 
which he established in 
Charasyab, 25 kilometres 
East of Kabul was overrun by 
the Islamic Taliban militia 
last year, forcing him to with- 
draw towards his Saroobi 
base 50 kilometres east of 
Kabul 

Analysts in Kabul consid- 
ered that the primary purpose 
of die Rabbam-Hekmatyar 
pact was to launch a combined 
attack to recapture areas held 
by the militia. But official 
Afghan government sources 
said their a g reem e nt was 
aimed at broadening the base 
of die Ml Rabbani govern- 
ment. Under the accord 
Rabbani and Ml Hekmatyar 
agreed jointly to defend 
Afghanistan to keep die coun- 
try united. 


U.S. escalating conflict 
with sanctions — Libya 


CAIRO (AP) — A senior 
Libyan official on Friday 
accused the United States 
of trying to worsen rela- 
tions by pushing for sanc- 
tions on foreign companies 
that do business with his 


country. 

“We are surprised by this 
unprovoked escalation, 
which damages the inter- 
est? of al|ies qf the United 
States)” ' said ’ Jumaa' Al 
Fazzani, Libya’s secretary 
for Arab unity. 

Mr. Fazzani spoke with 
reporters as Arab foreign 
ministers gathered in Cairo 
to plan the agenda for the 
Arab summit scheduled 
Saturday and Sunday. 

The U.S. House of 
Representatives on 

Wednesday approved legis- 
lation that mandates sanc- 
tions on foreigners who sell 
weapons, aviation equip- 
ment and oil equipment to 
Libya in violation of U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions. 

It also calls for penalties 
againsr companies doing 
business with - Iran. 


Differences between the 
House of Representatives 
bill and similar legislation 
passed by the Senate must 
be worked out before it can 
become law. 

The Security Council 
imposed diplomatic, air 
travel and arms sanctions 
on Libya in April 1992 to 
tty to force the country to 
surrender two Libyans 
wanted in the 1988 bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am jetliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
that lriJJed 270 people. 

The U.N. sanctions were 
broadened in 1993 to 
include a ban on the sale of 
some oil production equip- 
ment and a freeze on 
Libya’s assets abroad. 

The U.S. legislation is 
designed to pressure 
European and Asian gov- 
ernments to follow the 
American lead in dealings 
with Libya and Iran, which 
the United States has 
branded as nations that sup- 
port terrorism. 

European Union leaders 
have opposed the legisla- 
tion. 


Karadzic’s candidacy 
is condemned but 


observers unsurprised 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
international community 
Friday condemned the Serb 
nomination of hardliner 
Radovan Karadzic as a can- 
didate for the Serb leadership 
in elections this September, 
but observers here were 
unsurprised. 

Gentian Foreign Minis ter 
Klaus Kinkel on Friday said 
in a statement released in 
Bonn that the Serbs should 
immediately withdraw his 
candidature, announced by 
the Serb leadership 
Thursday. 

“Mr. Karadzic's place is not 
sitting in the presidential seat 
but in front of the war crimes 
tribunal in the Hague,” the 
German minister said 

And an official at the office 
of international envoy Cari 
Bildt, who asked not to be 
named, said the news that Mr. 
Karadzic was to be nominat- 
ed by the Serbs was aploy by 
the hardline leaden 

“This announcement is 
aimed to demonstrate his 
popularity. He wants to 
show that he is loved by his 
people,” the official said. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said Thursday that the 
United States considered Mr. 
Karadzic's nomination as 
null and void. “His name will 
not be on the ballot,” Mr. 


Bums said. “He cannot hold 
office whether he has 100 or 
1,000 votes.” 

Mr. Karadzic was named 
by his Serb Democratic Party 
(SDS) on Thursday as a can- 
didate for the post of presi- 
dent of the Republika 
Srpska, the Serb entity in 
post-war Bosnia. 

Under the Dayton peace 
accords, he is barred from 
standing in the elections or 
from holding public office as 
he has been charged with 
war crimes. 

A hearing on the charges 
will take place in the Hague 
next week. A Western diplo- 
mat told AFP Friday that the 

announcement of the nomi- 
nation was made to satisfy 
Serb public opinion. “This is 
? bove all a decision for 
internal consumption,” he 
said. 

Mr. Btidt’s spokesman 
Colum Murphy said 
Thursday that while the 
news was ,4 not a surprise” it 
“a provocation which the 
international community will 
not and cannot accept.” 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
government urged the inter- 
community 

Thursday to remove 
Karadzic from power, saying 
the announcement was a Serb 
fuse to disrupt elections. 
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Farmer finds 
1,000-year-old 
treasure 




HELSINKI 1AFP1 — 
Finnish farmer doing his 
spring ploughing unearthed; 
an almost 1.000-ycar-iold 
silver chain adorned with 
Arabian. Anglo-Saxon and 
Byzantine coins. National 
Museum officials said. On- 
ly two similar finds have 
been made in Finland, the 
most recent of them com- 
ing 100 years ago. accord- 
ing 10 the museum. The 50- 
centimetre (20-inch) chain 
is made of braided sflyer 
thread with 1 7 coins dating 
from the late 10 th and early 
1 lth centuries. The farmer: 
Risto Sail!, found part of 
the chain when it broke 
under his plough. Museum 
personnel later retrieved 
the rest of the treasure. , 

jf 

Court finds hole In 
ruptured condom 
case 


TOKYO ( R ) — A Japanese 
court vhas rejected a dam- 
ages suit by a man who 
complained his condom 
ruptured during paid sex. 
saying he should not have 
slept with a prostitute if he 
was worried about AIDS, 
the Asahi Shimbun news- 
paper reported. The man, 
described only as a compa- 
ny president.* had sought 
three million yen ($27,700) 
in damages from a condom 
maker because of the dan- 
ger of exposure to the 
AIDS virus, it said. The 
incident occured in January 
1994 when he was having^ 
sex with a prostitute in 
Thailand, and the woman 
was later found to have 
AIDS. Since then, the man 
has had 13 AIDS tests but 
has not been found to have 
the virus. 


China sacks 
officials for being 
dead extravagant 


BEIJING (R.) — China has 
sacked or punished six 
senior officials who ar- 
ranged extravagant funer- 
als for colleagues or rela- 
tives. including ceremonies 
tainted by feudal supersti- 
tious practices, the official 
media said. ‘The extrava- 
gant funerals, those with 
tints of superstition in par-^ 
ocular, are a phenomenon- 
of serious corruption and 
an equally serious violation 
of the party’s discipline, 
which poison the social 
mood and damage the 
image of the Communist 
Party and government,” 
said a party circular in the 
official People’s Daily 
newspaper. 


China police lick 
lewd ice cream 
factory 


BEIJING (R) — Children 
in eastern China licked 
their way ro an ice cream 
surprise — the sticks of 
their popsicles turned out 
to be plastic models of a 
naked woman. In a night 
raid on a local ice cream 
factory, police in Xuzbou 
in eastern Jiangsu province 
seized 10.000 of the plastic 
models and 8,000 popsicles 
containing the nudes, the 
Xinhua News Agency said. 
The factory was closed. 
The factory had bought 
some 50.000 of the plastic 
models in April from a fac- 
tory in Cixi in neighbour- 
ing Zhejiang province. 


Filipinos reading 
less, watching 
more TV — survey 


MANILA (R> — Filipinos 
arc reading less and relying 
more on television and 
radio for their information 

and entertainment, a na- 
tionwide survey said. The 
government’s National Sta- 
tistics Office (NSO), which , 
did the survey, said it qis® 1 
tioned ubout 50 million 
Filipinos over 10 years old. 
“Except for books, which 
posted a very minimal 
increase in readership,-®!! 
other forms of print media 
exhibited a decelerating 
trcnd,” foe statement said. 
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